
sure the Sons are recog-
nized wherever we travel 

and at any function we at-

tend. 
 

It was great to have National 
Central Vice-Commander 
John Sansoucie attend the 

Winter Meeting and Com-
manders Banquet. N.E.C. Ron 

Wyatt made sure he had an 
enjoyable stay. 
 

Membership is doing well 
thanks to membership chair-

man Dave Mennel and the 
Zone Commanders. Now we 

need the blue caps to join 
them, by asking unpaid mem-

Being the Detachment Com-
mander has been a very 
rewarding experience. Trav-

eling to places around the 
state as part of the Legion 

Family has been an honor. 
Commander Richard and 

President Carrie have made 

bers to pay their member-

ship so we can achieve 

100%.  
 

I now ask all squadrons and 
members when they have a 

problem, please go through 

the chain of command. Do 

not call Department first. 
Use your squadron advisor 

to intercede with the post on 
your behalf. From there it is 

taken to the District and 
Zone. Most problems can be 

solved by just sitting down 
and communicating with an 
open mind and listening. 

Let’s try to solve any prob-
lems at the post level first.  

DETACHMENT COMMANDER       DWAINE VERVILLE        dverville22@yahoo.com 
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PROUD POSSESORS OF A PRICELESS HERITAGE 

So far I have received the following donations this year.  

 
Squadron 233 Lake Orion  $200 

Squadron 459 Grand Rapids $200 

Squadron 217 Southgate $100 
18th District SAL  $150 

 
So let’s get out there and continue to raise some money as 
there are many kids that could use our help, remember the 

money we raise will go for a Michigan kid and have a rainbow 
fun filled day.  

RAINBOW CONNECTION        ANDRE SVACHA        asvacha@hotmail.com 
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2ND ZONE COMMANDER       RODNEY TOLBERT      rodtgoblue@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings S.A.L. and the American Legion 
family.  The 2nd Zone squadrons should be 

proud of the way they are conducting 

themselves. They all are working hard for 
the SAL, veterans, their Posts and com-

munities.    
 

The 5th District is working hard on mem-
bership; 3rd place in membership with all 
their members is just great.  They are 

also working on turning in Constitution 
and By-Laws for all their squadrons, and 

this takes hard work and commitment.   
My hat is off to Commander Jeff 

Meulendyk and his officers.  One great ex-

ample of a true Legion Family is Grand Rap-
ids Post 459.  All three groups work hand 
and hand nearly every weekend for veter-

ans and community. 
 

I’d also like to thank the 4th District for 
their donation to the Wilwin Lodge project 
and South Haven Squadron 49 for all their 

help with the Veterans Wall.  Congratula-
tions to Paw Paw Squadron 68 and Benton 

Harbor Squadron 410 for being 100% first 
in membership in Zone 2 and to Battle 
Creek Squadron 298 for their tireless ef-

fort to Make-a-Wish and helping their post.   
 

Also, thanks to Dexter Squadron 557 with 
their fundraisers for Make-a-Wish.  Thanks 

also to Reading Squadron 360, for all their 
help with Tip-up for their Post and 
Techmseh Squadron 34 Friday fish fries, we 

see you back in the kitchen working hard.   
All the Squadrons in the 2nd Zone have 

worked very hard and I thank you.  

 
Consolidated Squadron Report forms will 
be out soon so please fill these forms out 

as they are very important to the SAL.   
Every little thing you do or donate counts!   

If you need help with these forms please 
get a hold of me at 269-277-3069, I would 
love to help.  Chaplain’s reports need to 

be filled out as we should not forget our 
lost brothers.  If you need any of these 

forms please contact me, or your District 
Commander.  You can send Consolidated 
Squadron Reports to me or to Detachment 

Adjutant Sandy Lipman.  Chaplain’s re-
ports go to Danny Poole and you can get 

their address on our web site at http://
michiganlegion.org/.  Go to programs 

then to Sons of the American Legion.   
 
Stay strong SAL  for God and Country.                                                                                                                                                              

RODNEY TOLBERT GO BLUE 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

As I discussed at our convention, last 
June, I am encouraging all squadrons to 
submit a nomination for Son of the Year. 

This is a prestigious award that you can 
win once in your lifetime. As of this news-

letter, I am sorry to say that I do not any 

nominations. In a word, I feel that is sad. 
We do so much to help our veterans, now 
is the time to get some recognition.  

 
As Son of the Year Chairman, and the 16th 

District Commander, I am encourag-
ing and challenging everyone to get in-
volved. Please submit your nominations, 

today.  The deadline is June 1, the first 
night of our annual convention. Please 

submit your nominations, as soon as pos-
sible. You can e-mail them to me at the 
email address listed above. Please follow 

the guidelines on our website, if you have 
any questions, feel free to call me on my 

cell at 313-693-6558. I am currently 

working overnights, so leave me a mes-
sage, and I will return your call as soon as 
possible.  

 
Please gentlemen, take this as seriously 

as I do. It would be a mistake if we do not 
submit a nomination for someone who 
deserves it. . There are two awards given: 

one for those under the age of 18, and one 
for over the age of 18. Also congratula-

tions to Ricky Knapp, our Son of the Year 
winner, last year.  Feel free to contact me 
once again, if you have any questions. 

 
  

SON OF THE YEAR       VICTOR FISHER      victorsal396@sbcglobal.net 

http://michiganlegion.org/
http://michiganlegion.org/
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Upcoming 4th District Meetings -All meetings will have service officers 
school at 11:00am, luncheon 12:30pm & meeting at 2:00pm  
 

March 4   Post 223 Constantine 
May 6   Post 345 Baroda 

Upcoming 18th District Meetings - All meetings: 1st Thursday of month at 7:30 pm 

 
 

March 12  Post 224 Wixom (officer nominations) 
April 5    Post 216 Milford (officer nominations) 
May 3    Post  233 Lake Orion (officer elections) 

ALL MEETING NFORMATION ON THIS PAGE MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.  PLEASE CONFIRM DATES AND LOCATIONS PRIOR  

TO MAKING TRAVEL PLANS 

 
Upcoming 3rd District Meetings -All meetings start at 1pm. 
 
March 4   Post 360 Reading 

May 6   Post 298 Battle Creek 

 
Upcoming 5th District Meetings -All meetings start at 7pm. 
 
March 22  Post 208 Kentwood 

May 3   Post 459 Grand Rapids 
May 5   5th District Tour 
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PICTURES FROM THE 8TH ANNUAL FOUR CHAPLAINS SERVICE, GRAND RAPIDS 
 

Left: Detachment Commander Dwaine Verville joins a other 

Sons for a group photo. 

Right:  SAL 5th District Commander, Jeff Meulendyk chats 

with Legion 5th District Commander Pete Satherwaite and 
Department Commander Dick Chatman 

Left:  SAL 5th District Chaplain joins Past Department Com-

mander Jerry Dennis after the ceremony. 

Right:  Department Public Relations Director, Mark Sutton,  

pauses for a moment during his picture taking duties for a 
photo  opportunity. 
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I would like to congratulate and thank all of 

the American Legion Family for their time 
and efforts with the volunteering for 

events and monetary contributions for the 

year ending 2011.  With the combined re-
porting of the Brighton and Grand Rapids 
offices, we were able to collect donations 

totaling $33,395.17 for the State of Michi-
gan Make-A-Wish foundation.. 

 
As is the customary presentation, I would 
like to present certificates for those able 

to donate $ 1,000.00 or more for the year:  
Squadron 6 Holland; Unit 32 Livonia; 

Squadron 108 Oxford; Squadron 233 Lake 
Orion; Squadron 298 Battle Creek and 

Squadron 557 Dexter.  Could your organi-

zation please let me know if we have 
missed or misreported your donation?  
 

Again, thank you and if there is anything 
that I can help your Squadron with such as 

ideas for events or fund raisers that we 
have found useful, please contact me.  
 

Cell: 269-759-2054  / Home: 269-962-
7661 

 
 

DETACHMENT ADJUTANT’S THOUGHTS AND NEWS    SANDY LIPMAN   sandylipman95@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
First off I would like to wish everyone a 

very Happy New Years with nothing but 
health and good cheer for all! A lot is go-
ing on; Commander Dwaine has been a 

busy young man and what a great job he is 
doing! 

 

We as Current and Past Commanders of 

the Detachment of Michigan have a re-
quest for the membership: As you know 
we are always looking to the future of this 

great Detachment of Michigan Sons; with 
this in mind we are looking for new lead-

ership for the upcoming years. If you, or 
anyone you know, is interested in running 

for an office, taking on a chairmanship or 

thinking about going on to Zone or Na-
tional level, we would appreciate a letter 
sent to the Detachment Executive commit-

tee stating this with your qualifications; 
when you would like to run for these posi-

tions or appointments and what your 
goals are. 
 

You can send these letters to me at my 
home address and, I will take them to the 

next closest D.E.C. meetings, and they will 
be kept in confidence within the Executive 
committee and the Past Commanders. My 

address is: 13633 Vernon Oak Park Michi-
gan 48237 or you may e-mail them to me 

at the address listed above . We hope to 

hear from a lot of our membership and 

are looking forward to our future leader-
ship! 
 

Please do not forget our veterans and the 
programs we support within the Depart-

ment of Michigan American Legion and our 
great National organization.  

To all officers committee chairman, 

squadron and districts: if you would like 
your report in the final report book that is 
printed and handed out at our convention 

please have to me no later than May 3rd 
2012.  I will need to collate and get it pub-

lished for the Detachment convention.    
 
Also remember that your delegate count 

is based on your membership as of May 1.  
Do not sit on any memberships - get them 

in NOW!  Thanks for the concern on my 
surgeries. 

MAKE-A-WISH          PETE MILLER     hopee30979@aol.com 
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5TH ZONE COMMANDER        JERRY LYNCH        jlynch@dreamscp.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again I bring you greetings from the 
Upper Peninsula. We have enjoyed a very 

mild winter, with very little snow and un-
usually warm weather.  

 
I have been very busy and just returned 
home from the Winter Meeting at Flint. I 

was impressed at the turn out and happy 
to see the enthusiasm displayed by all. I 

hope everyone gained information and will 
bring this back home. 

 
Since my last article I have been busy 
contacting Squadrons about membership 

and programs. This must have worked 

because the 5th Zone is back in first place 

in membership. No one should rest though 
until the Detachment of Michigan is at the 
100% mark. I know we can do it this year. 

 
Detachment Commander Dwaine, State 

Commander Richard, and State President 
Carrie, along with a great group of friends, 
made the annual U. P. Mid Winter Tour. This 

was a 960 mile trip for me and even much 
longer for some in our group. As Com-

mander Dwaine and I visited Posts we 
promoted the S.A.L. and checked on mem-
bership. We can all be proud of our offi-

cers and know that they are doing a great 
job. The tour ended in Gladstone with a 

great Mid-Winter Conference. I was happy 
to see the great turn out at the S.A.L. 

meeting and was very impressed at what 
we learned and what we did. 
 

An idea I have had for a long time was 
tried at my Post for our February meeting. 

We invited all the other Squadrons in our 
County to a sit-down dinner and held a 
joint meeting. It worked out great, and I 

would like to do this once a year. Com-
mander Dwaine was able to attend and 

speak to members he would not normally 

see. I think its something for other Squad-
rons to consider. 
 

I thank everyone for supporting the idea 
that Boys’ State needs to return to Lans-

ing. We cannot let this program fail, and I 
will continue to demand that we do things 
better. I can only hope that more mem-

bers of the S.A.L. get involved in all of the 
American Legion Programs in the future. 

  
Together we can make Boys’ State, Ameri-
can Legion Baseball, Student Trooper, 

Girls’ State and all other programs in 
Michigan something to be proud of. 

 
I am very privileged to work for The 

American Legion in one way or another on 
an almost daily basis. I know I am not 

alone in this but I always need help. To-

gether we can accomplish anything. 

(L-R) SAL Detachment Commander Dwaine Verville, Legion 

Department Commander Dick Chatman and Auxiliary Depart-

ment President Carrie Bowerman attend the U.P. Winter Tour 
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Since being appointed to this chairman-
ship I have spent some time on the Na-
tional website learning what part we play 

in helping with homeland security. I have a 
table loaded with information on how to 

prepare for a national, state or local dis-
aster.  

 

Specific Disaster Recovery Informa-

tion 
 

This month I would like to spotlight some 
specific information on how to quickly 

recover from a disaster. The following link 

to a FEMA website:  
 
http://www.fema.gov/rebuild/recover/

after.shtm will give information dealing 
with the most common disasters all of us 

may have to deal with at one time or an-
other.  
 

Listen to Local Officials 

 
Learn about the emergency plans that 
have been established in your area by 

your state and local government. In any 
emergency, always listen to the instruc-

tions given by local emergency manage-

ment officials.  
 

Usually, rolling blackouts occur when 
power usage increases, especially during 

hot weather when many people are using 
air conditioning to keep cool. Power com-
panies try to give a warning when they will 

turn off power to an area, but they cannot 

always do that. For further information on 

how to plan and prepare for blackouts as 
well as what to do during and after a 
blackout, visit the American Red Cross 

Web site. 
 

Always keep mindful of what is going on 
around you, as there are some many ways 
of our nation being attacked, like even a 

large amount of beans being bought by a 
farmer, or any other type of bomb build-

ing material. You never know when some-
thing that can seem harmless, really is 
not. With the tenth anniversary of 9/11 

around the corner, we can never let our 
guard down. 

The 41st National Convention of the Sons of The American Legion will be held in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
August 24-26, 2012. Preliminary planning for this National Convention is in the process. The Sons 
National Convention will be held in the main Convention Center, Sagamore Ballroom (second level) 

of the Indianapolis Convention Center. The great city of Indianapolis also offers many downtown 
amenities such as downtown stores, shopping mall and local restaurants. More information will be 
forthcoming on this year’s National Convention during the spring meetings.  
 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 

Find us online at: 

http://michiganlegion.org/pages/sons.html 

HOMELAND SECURITY         ANDRE SVACHA           asvacha@hotmail.com 
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WE WANT YOUR SAL PHOTOS! 

Do you have a photo you would like to submit for the SAL  
Detachment Newsletter?  Email it to Brad Koch at 
bkoch1991@gmail.com  or Joe Hollomon at sal459jh@yahoo.com . 

We look for photos showing SAL caps in action whenever possible. 

mailto:bkoch1991@gmail.com
mailto:sal459jh@yahoo.com
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SAL DETACHMENT CONVENTION 2012 

June 1,2,3, 2012 - Houghton Lake, MI - Comfort Suites Lakeside 

CONVENTION BOOSTERS AND ADVERTISER INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND 

ONLINE AT:   http://michiganlegion.org/sons/index.html  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I attended the Mid-Winter D.E.C. meeting 

held in February in Flint, Michigan.   I will be 
attending the Washington Conference from 

February 26, 2012 through February 29, 
2012. 
 

A spike in flag desecrations has led Ameri-
can Legion National Commander Fang A. 

Wong to call on lawmakers to quickly pass 
a proposed constitutional amendment that 
when ratified by the required states would 

allow Congress to protect the U.S. flag 
from desecration. 

 
“For years opponents of this measure have 
been telling us that flag desecration in the 

United States was so rare that this amend-
ment was not needed,” Wong said. “Yet the 

Associated Press reports that there have 
been several such incidents at the Occupy 
Oakland demonstrations. Moreover, some 

in Congress say that this is a waste of 

time. What they don’t understand is that 
most Americans are sickened when they 
see Old Glory desecrated, and polls show 

that they widely support this amendment. 
This measure has bipartisan support. The 

flag-protection amendment is a prime op-
portunity for members of Congress to 
come together and accomplish something 

great for the American people.” 
 

The struggle to protect the flag from dese-
cration began shortly after the U.S. Su-
preme Court ruled in 1989 that flag dese-

cration was “protected speech.” The 
American Legion and other organizations 

were outraged that the 5-4 ruling invali-
dated flag protection laws in 48 states and 

the District of Columbia.  
 
In response, The American Legion and the 

Citizens Flag Alliance, a coalition of more 
than 140 organizations that is now chaired 

by Harvard Law Professor Richard Parker, 
have championed the passage of a nar-
rowly drawn constitutional amendment 

that would return to the people the right to 
protect the flag of the United States.  

 
Such an amendment has passed the House 
of Representatives six times but has fallen 

short of the necessary two-thirds super-
majority required to pass the Senate.  

 

“The last time a vote was taken in the Sen-
ate it fell only one vote short,” Wong said. 
“As people are again seeing images on 

YouTube of their flag being desecrated – 
the same flag that covers the coffins of 

our war heroes returning from Afghani-
stan – we think it’s time for Congress to 
take another vote.  

 
The American people should tell their rep-

resentatives and senators to support S.J. 
Res 19 and H.J. Res. 13. Congress can ei-
ther stand with the 1 percent who dese-

crate the flag or the 99 percent who re-
vere it.” 

 
The amendment itself would not ban flag 

burning; it would simply authorize Con-
gress to pass a law which would prohibit 
the desecration of actual U.S. flags. Its 

entire text is, “The Congress shall have 
power to prohibit the physical desecration 

of the flag of the United States.”  
 
If the measure were passed by Congress, 

it would require ratification by three-
fourths of the states before it would be-

come enshrined in the Constitution. 

 

LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN     ROGER DEES     rdees29@comcast.net 

http://michiganlegion.org/sons/index.html
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

2012 STATE CONVENTION 

HOUGHTON LAKE, MI 

JUNE 1-3, 2012 

THIS CONVENTION IS GRACIOUSLY SPONSORED BY: 

SQUADRON 404 HARRISON & SQUADRON 245 PRUDENVILLE 
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Return this form to: 
Darrell Gutting 

3417 N. Clare Ave. 
Harrison, MI 48625 

Make checks payable to: 
 

S.A.L. State Convention Committee 
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Well the year is past the half way mark 
and we are still struggling with our mem-
bership. Our membership in The Sons of 

The American Legion is an honor to our 

forefathers; let us not forget why we 

joined this wonderful organization. We are 
members of the Sons to help our veter-
ans, support our Posts and communities. 

 
Do not hold your dues; they need to be 

sent into Department as soon as possible. 
If you have members that have not paid 
their dues it is time to get personal: Pick 

up the phone and call them or go and 
knock on their door, People do like that 

personal touch it makes them feel a part 
of our organization. Some may have for-
gotten because they do not visit the post 

much or are having difficult times. If your 

Squadron can afford it, pay their dues.  

People feel good to belong to a organiza-
tion that cares about their wellbeing. Be 
compassionate.  

 
We must try and retain our membership 

along with bringing in new members for 
the good of the whole family. Inform your 
entire membership, not only new mem-

bers but the entire Squadron about our 
programs. Have Sons handbooks available 

along with other information about who 
we are and what we stand for. Keep up the 
good work. 

 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN       DAVE MENNEL       davidmennel@yahoo.com 

   Department of Michigan 2011-2012  

   Joint Legion Family Testimonial 
 

   State Commander: Richard I. Chatman 
   Auxiliary President: Carrie Bowerman 
    Detachment Commander: Dwaine Verville 
 
   Saturday, April 14, 2012 - 5 pm - Midland, MI 

     Valley Plaza Resort 
     5121 Bay City Road - Midland, MI 48642 
 
     Tickets: $40.00 per person 
     RSVP: Carrie Bowerman  517-256-4080 

2011-2012 

MEMBERSHIP TARGET DATES 

   
   MARCH 14, 2012      80% 
   APRIL 11, 2012      90% 

   MAY 9, 2012      100% 
   JULY 26, 2012      105% 
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I’ve had a year of more knowledge, traveling, making new friends, and a very enjoyable responsi-

bility in my first year as Detachment Sgt at Arms.  To all who have supported me, I hope you will 

continue to do so, as I would be honored to continue in this position for next year.  I thank you! 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS            CARVIN CHAPMAN 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Being asked to step up and help with the 

Assistant Adjutant’s job was an honor for 
me this year.  I have always been proud to 
honor my grandfather, Ashley N. Pendell, 

Sgt. Major, U.S. Army and Ohio National 
Guard.  Since joining the Sons eight years 

ago, I have always upheld the honor of the 

SAL to support its Legion members and 
veterans.  Growing up in Vietnam from 
1959 to 1969, I have a great respect for 

my Vietnam veterans and would like to 
say, “Welcome Home Troops” to all my 

bigger brothers and uncles from Vietnam. 
 
I have been the Adjutant and Finance Offi-

cer for Hice-Shutes Squadron 170 for the 
past six years; Post Military Honors Squad 

for two years; the 4th District Adjutant for 
the past five years; and now working as 
your Detachment Assistant Adjutant this 

last year.  I was proud to represent the 
State of Michigan at the National Com-

manders/Adjutants training this year and 

hope the knowledge I've gained will help 
me be a better Adjutant for my fellow 
brothers and the Sons of The American 

Legion.  I am looking forward to seeing 
you at the State SAL Convention in Hough-

ton Lake. 
 
I believe that we succeed in our endeav-

ors through our “devotion to mutual help-
fulness.”   You, Sons of The American Le-

gion, always make me proud to be counted 
as one of you.  I trust that we can have a 
good convention and work together to 

meet the goals we set for the next year.  
Thank you for your support. 

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT       ZACK PENDELL       casszack@juno.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

One veteran supporting another. It’s 
a powerful experience to witness, whether it’s 

an Afghanistan combat veteran helping his 

buddy deal with post traumatic stress symp-

toms or a wounded Iraq veteran helping re-
build a Vietnam veteran’s home. 

 
The Department of Veterans Affairs’ “Make 

the Connection” campaign uses veterans’ 

stories to encourage other veterans to seek 
help and access resources. There are sec-

tions for veterans from all the services and 
eras of service, WWII through Operation Iraqi 

Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. 
 

There is information for family and friends as 
well as clinicians and active duty military. And 

the resources page offers a locator to find 
the nearest Vet Center, VA clinic or PTSD 

program. 
 

For those who prefer a more private ap-
proach, there’s an online self-assessment for 

depression, post traumatic stress, alcohol 
and substance abuse. 

 

MAKE THE CONNECTION            http://maketheconnection.net/  

http://offthebase.wordpress.com/2011/11/02/veterans-helping-veterans-a-new-mission-for-civilian-life/
http://maketheconnection.net/
http://maketheconnection.net/
http://maketheconnection.net/resources
http://maketheconnection.net/
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VA & R         EARL RUTTKOFSKY       eruttkofsky9771@aol.com 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

VETERANS & THEIR SURVIORS 
Here are some thoughts and needs a veteran 

should think about for his family and himself. 

 
As a veteran you need to ask yourself the 

question, do I keep service files organized?   
Most of us don’t.  Here are some things to 

think about. 
 

Does your family know what to do in handling 
your affairs if something happens to you?  You 

need to let family members know where your 
papers and documents are in case they need 

them.  The documents they may need are: 
 

•DD214 

•Social Security Number 

•Branch of service & date of your service   

•Birth certificate 
•Will, if you have one.  Make sure it is up to 

date - not 20 years old.  
•Life insurance info from Government and 

personnel 

•Divorce papers if you are divorced 
•Children names & birth certificates (copy of 

certificate) 
 

You should send for or download from com-
puter the following blank forms to keep with 

your files. 
 

•Application for United States Flag for burial 
purposes 

•Claim form for any government life insur-
ance of one sum payment 

•Claim for monthly payment of National Ser-

vice Life Insurance (if applicable) 
•Application for standard government head-

stone or marker 
 

If you have a claim with the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, make sure all documents and 

related papers are filed together.   
 

Make sure all dates, times and people you 

spoke to and all the call made to the VA are 
recorded and up to date.   You can go on line 

to www.vba.gov and click on Veterans Ser-
vices, and you can get a lot more information 

about what is good to have, and you can go to 

the survivor and it will give you additional 
information that may apply to you. You can 

also send for a Survivor’s pamphlet and other 
VA benefits and put it in your files. 

 
Make sure you keep everything up to date so 

that your loved ones don’t have to hunt and 
not get what they deserve for you serving in 

the military. 
 

You may ask why tell us, Sons of The American 
Legion. Well, we are sons of veterans and we 

need to keep these things in mind so that our 

family is taken care of.   
 

We are PROUD POCESSORS OF A PRICELESS 
HERITAGE.  We need to keep our Veterans in 

the fore front of our hearts and minds. 
 

For God & Country. 
 

Above: (L-R): SAL NEC Ron Wyatt, Legion National Commander 
Fang Wong & SAL National Vice Commander John Sansoucie 

at Winter Conference, Flint, MI 

Below: (L-R): Legion National Commander Fang Wong, Depart-
ment Commander Dick Chatman, SAL Detachment Com-

mander Dwaine Verville, SAL NEC Ron Wyatt, SAL National Vice 
Commander John Sansoucie & Past Legion National Com-

mander Tom Cadmus  at Winter Conference, Flint, MI 

http://www.vba.gov
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MICHIGAN AMPUTEE GOLF ASSOCIATION                http://www.michiganamputeegolf.org/  

http://www.michiganamputeegolf.org/
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REMINDER:  Carnival Day at Grand Rapids Home for Veterans is Saturday, July 28 
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NATIONAL EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEEMAN & WILWIN LODGE         RONALD R. WYATT       wyatt0506@comcast.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello everyone, hope the year is going well 

for everyone. We were in Flint for the 
Winter Meetings and our Central Vice-

Commander John Sansoucie visited us for 
the weekend. Friday night was the National 
Commander’s Banquet. Saturday was a 

full day of meetings, luncheon and Elmo’s 
birthday party. Needless to say, it was a 

full weekend.  Thank you to everyone for 

making John feel welcome to our state. 

 
Soon you will be receiving your Consoli-

dated Squadron Report forms. Please 
make sure that these are filled out and 
sent in. No matter how small your Squad-

ron is, your input and the things you do 
are important. These reports are vital 

information that is used for our veterans. 
 
If it were not for our veterans, we would 

not be who we are. Keep our future veter-
ans in your prayers so they may come 

home safe and sound, and remember to 
thank a veteran every day. 

  

Wilwin Lodge 

Things are going well. The new building is 
in final stages.  We will be setting up a 

work week soon. There are a lot of things 

to do up there. If you are planning on hav-
ing a fundraiser to support the lodge, let 

one of the directors know. We would be 
happy to help in any way we can. 
 

We will be having another open house July 
14, 2012. If anyone knows of any returning 

soldiers, let us know so that we may be 
able to invite them to the Lodge. 
 

We have a lot of ideas to help our vets, but 
we need your help. Thank you for your 

support. 
 

For God and Country. 
 

U.P. Association of American Legion Posts 
916 River Ave. 

Iron Mountain, MI 49801 
(906) 774-5797 

 
Dear Legion Family: 
You are and your guests are invited and encouraged to attend the Annual Upper Peninsula Association of 
American Legion Post Legislative Banquet to be held on Saturday, April 28, 2012 at American Legion Post 
#50, 916 River Ave., Iron Mountain.  The event is open to all members of The American Legion, American 
Legion Auxiliary and the SAL.  
 
This is a fun time emceed by Rich Brown, Assistant Clerk of Courts, Lansing. 
The tentative schedule is as follows: 
 5:30 – 6:30 – cocktails 
 7:00 – dinner 
The cost of the dinner is $15.00. Cash bar is available and tickets may be purchased by April 1, 2012. Post 
#50 in Iron Mountain is the Post home of Oscar Johnson Congressional Medal of Honor recipient. 
 

Sincerely, 
Jerry Hicks 
Program Chairman 

UPAALP BANQUET INVITE 
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SQUADRON CHAPLAINS REPORT FORM 2011-2012 
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Michigan Legion Family 
Upcoming and Ongoing Events 

 
Due to the length of the events listing, this information can now be found online at: 

http://www.michiganlegion.org/pdfs/SALevents.pdf 
 

 

ALTERNATE NEC  / MIAP / PDC 3                GREG PRICE     grinnerman@msn.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We just had our Detachment Winter Con-

ference in Flint, and it was great to have 
National Central Zone Vice Commander 

John Sansoucie be an important part of it.  
Many things were discussed, and some of 
the things talked about were recom-

mended that they be brought up at our 
State Convention, that will be held in June 

at Houghton Lake.   
 
One of those things was about the date of 

births of our members.  If you have not 
done this yet, please give that information 

to your Adjutant so he can send it in.  This 
information will help us in trying to imple-
ment a PUFL (paid up for life) program. 

 
I talked about doing 6 (six) of the 8 (eight) 

Leadership College classes as an instruc-

tor for us Sons.  The classes were held at 
different locations around the state with 

the Legion and Auxiliary also having an 
instructor to talk about the structure and 
benefits their programs contribute to the 

Legion family.   
 

There were also questions and answerers 
about the American Legion Riders.  The 

Legacy Run will come through Michigan 

and will be stopping at the Garden City 
Post 396 for lunch.  The Garden City Post 

is where the Founding Chapter of the Rid-
ers was formed.  Not only are the Riders 

credited for increasing the membership in 
the Legion Family, but have been ap-
plauded for the many things they have 

done within their communities. 
 

I also discussed the Missing In America 
Project (MIAP).  We are still trying to visit 
funeral homes in our communities to help 

locate any ashes of persons that have 
gone unclaimed after they were cremated.  

If any found cremains are identified as a 
veteran, we can help to get them interned 
in a National Cemetery with full military 

honors.  The MIAP program has issued an 

“Introduction Outline Form” that you can 
follow when visiting a funeral home.  If you 

would like a copy e-mailed to you, contact 
me at grinnerman@msn.com .  If you lo-
cated any cremains, and they have been 

identified as an honorably discharged 
veteran, the Dearborn Allied Veteran 

Council which honors these forgotten 
heroes has said they can become a part 

of their Memorial Day-Horse Drawn Cais-

son Ceremony that will end at Great Lakes 
National Cemetery located in Holly.  

 
Remember that we, as Sons, do many 

things to help our veterans, and the com-
munities they live in, but if we do not fill 
out our Consolidated Squadron Report 

forms and send them in, we will not re-
ceive the acknowledgement and credit for 

the deeds we have accomplished.  Have 
your Adjutant fill out these forms that will 
allow your Squadron to “Toot its Horn”. 

 
For God and Country. 

 

mailto:grinnerman@msn.com


humbling experience to visit 
all of the memorials and 

Arlington National Cemetery. 

Thanks to Roger and Brenda 
Dees, along with Earl and 

Bev Ruttkofsky for a great 
trip. I was also able to attend 
our National Commander 

Jimmy Roberts’ homecoming 
in Florida in March.  

 
In April we had a joint testi-
monial as the Legion family. 

It has been a pleasure and 
honor to serve with Com-

mander Dick Chatman and 
President Carrie Bowerman 

this year.  This year I also 
had the chance to meet with 
our Representatives as they 

traveled the U.P. and at-
tended the Legislative Ban-

quet in Iron Mountain.  
 
All of the officers and chair-

men that served with me this 

I would like to thank all the 
members around the state 
for allowing me to serve as 

Commander this past year. It 
has been an honor repre-

senting all of you at the De-
partment and National levels. 

  
I attended not only the Fall 
N.E.C. meeting, but I traveled 

to the Washington DC Con-
ference in February. I also 

represented the state of 
Michigan by placing a wreath 
at the Michigan pillar of the 

WWII Memorial. It was a 

year are second to none. I 

want to thank everyone for 

doing a great job. All I 
needed to do was ask and 

they got the job done and 
represented the Detachment 

very well at all levels. I am 
sure that the reports this 
year will show what a great 

job everyone has done. See 
you at Convention at Hough-

ton Lake this June.  
 
As the year comes to an end, 

I want to wish my successor 
the best and to remind him 

to utilize the PDC’s. Their 
experiences are an invalu-

able source on info, and they 
are always willing to help.  
 

So once again I want to say 
thanks for allowing me to 

represent you as your De-
tachment Commander.  

DETACHMENT COMMANDER       DWAINE VERVILLE        dverville22@yahoo.com 
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2ND ZONE COMMANDER       RODNEY TOLBERT      rodtgoblue@yahoo.com 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Greetings S.A.L. and Legion family! First 

and foremost, I would like to thank all of 
you in the 2nd Zone for the great opportu-
nity to serve as your Zone Commander. It 

was a great and rewarding experience 
and something I will never forget. Wendy 

and I loved meeting so many great people 
in the Legion family. It has truly been a 

blessing and again, thank you all.  

I would also thank all the District Com-

manders for all their hard work and effort. 
I know it seems like a thankless effort on 
your part, but you are the backbone of this 

great organization.  
 

To all the Squadron Commanders that are 
leaving their commands, please help teach 
and guide the new Commander for a 

smooth transition. Thank you Detachment 
Commander Verville for your leadership 

and guidance, you epitomize Legion family!  
 
I would like to give a “way to go” to the 5th 

District for being FIRST to get 100% in 
membership our great zone. 2nd, 3rd, 4th 

Districts are close, so let’s get there. We 
are the largest zone in the state so let’s 

finish strong and do our part to help 

Michigan look good.  
 
Hope see you all at State Convention in 

June and if so, please come up and say hi 
or go blue or go green for you others (you 

know who you are). Stay Strong S.A.L. and 
remember we are Legion family. Help a 
veteran out whenever you can. 

 
For God and Country. 

 
 

Hello from the 3rd Zone, 

 
It has been almost a year since I have 
become the 3rd Zone Commander. I have 

visited many posts, made some new 
friends and learned a lot about The Ameri-

can Legion; there is still a lot to learn. It is 
time for the SAL State Convention; if you 
have not been to the Convention I suggest 

that you consider sending someone from 
your squadron, it is a learning experience 

and a lot of fun. 
 
This year at all conferences and conven-

tions the main goal has been THE AMERI-
CAN LEGION FAMILY. 

The family is The American Legion, Ameri-

can Legion Auxiliary and the Sons Of The 
American Legion. Our goal: to all work 
together to support veterans in need and 

to keep our home post running as 
smoothly as possible. The family must 

work together to make this happen. We as 
sons should pitch in and help as much 
possible. 

 
Sometimes we may think that we don't get 

recognition for the things we do, but we 
need to remember that we are not doing 
these things for us, we are doing them for 

the veterans of our post and community. 
So please do what you can to help keep 

your home post running smoothly. If you 

need help with anything please feel free to 
contact me my email is listed above, and 
remember: keep that membership going. 

 

3RD ZONE COMMANDER        HARLEY “BUTCH” MAXWELL        butch2460@comcast.net 
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PICTURES FROM WINTER CONFERENCE - FLINT 
 

Right: Detachment Commander Dwaine Verville  

addresses the Legionnaires’ Department Executive 
Committee meeting. 

Left:  Various members of our Legion Family join Elmo for his 

birthday celebration. 

Right: NEC Ron Wyatt and Central Zone Vice  

Commander John Sansoucie salute the Flag prior to  
addressing the Legionnaires   
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I would like to update the 2011 Make-A-Wish 

total donations after receiving word from 
Grandville Squadron 179. They held a golf 
outing in August 2011 and collected $ 

13,235.00 for the event. I was not aware of 
this contribution at the end of the year 

because it was reported to Make-A-Wish 

as coming from the golf course and not 

the SAL outing. Therefore, our total as I 
know it for the year 2011, was $46,630.17!! 
Wow, I want to thank Don VanderVelde and 

Squadron 179 for the great job they have 
done over the years.  

 
As I have said before, if you do not see 
your squadron listed as contributors 

please contact me so we get the proper 
credit every year. If your squadron wants 

to make a donation you can send the check 
to me, and I will see that it is sent to the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation of Michigan.  

 
For this year, so far, Battle Creek Squad-

ron 298 has raised just over $ 7,000.00 

with our 12th Annual Car, Truck and Bike 

show coming up on August 11 at the Legion 
Post in Battle Creek. I also have a check 
from Squadron 6, Holland for this year’s 

contribution of $ 1,000.00.  
 

I want to thank every Post, Auxiliary, SAL 
and District for your support each year so 
we may "help Make-A-Wish come true" for 

the children. If you need any help setting 
up events or need some ideas, please feel 

free to email me or call (269) 962-7661 
home, (269) 759-2054 cell.  
 

    ADJUTANT’S FINAL REPORT AND REFLECTIONS           SANDY LIPMAN   sandylipman95@hotmail.com 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Another year has flown by, and it was 
quite an eventful one. Commander Dwaine 

has done a great job, and boy has he trav-
eled from the top of the State, to the bot-

tom and then to the Nation's Capital. We 
are all proud of the work he has done this 

year for veterans and the Sons. Thanks 

for your dedication.  
 
My travels have been limited this year due 

to 2 surgeries, one on my knee and the 
other rotator cuff in the shoulder. Thanks 

for all the kind thoughts.  
 
I hope that you have all been checking the 

web as we have updated it on a regular 
basis. Everything you need to know is on 

there. Membership is going well, but 

please do not hold on to any as our num-
bers are important in many ways!  

 
Then there is public relations, the most 

important part of any organization. If we 
do not BRAG about ourselves no one will. 

So access the newspapers, do PSA's, use 

social media and let people know who we 
are and all the good we do. 
 

Thank you to  Zack Pendell for all the help 
he has given me this year and to all the 

zone commanders and chairmen, job well 
done!  
 

Please do not forget to shake the hand of 
a vet and thank them for what they do and 

what they have done. Also, invite them to 

your Post; make them welcome and please 
sign them and their families up.  

 
Yours always for God and Country.  

 
 

MAKE-A-WISH          PETE MILLER     hopee30979@aol.com 
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5TH ZONE COMMANDER        JERRY LYNCH        jlynch@dreamscp.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My fellow S.A.L. members of the Detach-
ment of Michigan, I bring you greetings 

from the 5th Zone, (Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan). 

 
It’s hard to believe that our year is now 
nearing the end. It has been an honor for 

me to serve and I would like to thank eve-
ryone for your support and hard work. I 

did not accomplish everything I wanted to 
do, but we made gains and will attain over 
100% in membership. 

 
The 5th Zone has been in first place for 

most of the year, and as of today we will 
need only 70 members to meet our goal. 
The 11th District needs 69 members and 

the 12th only needs 1. Congratulations to 
the 12 District for an outstanding year. We 

now have 11 Squadrons at or over 100% 

and at least 5 more will make it. It sounds 
like we will have a new Squadron at the 
Engadine Post; this would be great. I hope 

in the near future we will be able to start 
many more Squadrons in the U.P. 

 
My year as 5th Zone Commander has been 
very busy, and June is always the busiest. 

As you might know for the past 20 years I 
have had an American Legion Baseball 

team, The Mid-County Mavericks. I am also 
on the Boys’ State Committee and will 
attend my 12th session of this program. 

We held an all day planning session at 
Lansing last week and made many deci-

sions that will make this program even 
better in the future. I thank the S.A.L. for 

all the support for these and all youth 
programs. 
 

Last Saturday evening, we held our annual 
U.P.A.A.L.P. Legislative Dinner. I had the 

opportunity to lobby for a full time Ameri-
can Legion Service Officer in the U.P. It is 
very important that we continue to pursue 

this effort. The care of our veterans will 
always be at the forefront of our entire 

organization, and this position must be 
filled A.S.A.P. to ensure no war hero is left 
out in the cold and is unaware of the bene-

fits he has been promised. 

 
On a sad note I must inform you that my 
son-in-law, a Boys’ Stater, was involved in 

a very serious bike accident while practic-
ing for the Iron Man competition and is in 

surgery at this very moment. As you know, 
family comes first, and I pray he will be 
alright and I will do everything I can to 

help him with his recovery. 
 

We also have members of the S.A.L. and 
American Legion family that are going 
through very rough times, and I ask that 

we remember these people with our 
thoughts and prayers. 

 
In closing, I would like to thank Com-

mander Dwaine, the Detachment Officers, 
the Squadron Commanders, and everyone 
for a great year and hope for an even 

better future. 
 

Memorial Day is fast approaching and I 
hope all our members will participate in 
one way or another and remember those 

that gave the ultimate sacrifice so that we 
all can be free and enjoy this great coun-

try. 
 
God Bless The American Legion family and 

God Bless America. 
 

(L-R) SAL National Vice Commander John Sansoucie,  

Detachment Commander Dwaine Verville and Past National 
Commander Earl Ruttkofsky place a wreath at World War II 

Memorial, Washington D.C. 
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Well, another Legion year is drawing to a 
close. We’d like to thank all the officers, 

chairmen, and other contributors who 
have helped us turn out four informative 

and exciting newsletters this year. We 
hope you’ve enjoyed them! We continue to 
strive to provide quality news and infor-

mation to the Legion family from around 

the State of Michigan and beyond. We are 

looking forward to 2012-13 and are excited 
again to begin receiving more great arti-
cles, pictures, etc for across the state.  

 
Part of our work has also been to main-

tain and distribute our Michigan Legion 
Family Events list. This list will continue to 
be maintained and sent out to all who have 

email and are on the list (email us to get 
on the list) at the beginning of each 

month. This can be for any Legion Family 
event throughout the State so please feel 
free to add events from your Post by 

emailing the information to us at 

bkoch1991@gmail.com. If you send out 

your Post newsletter via email, please add 
us to your list and we will pick the events 
off your newsletter for you. This docu-

m e n t  i s  a l s o  o n  t h e 
www.michiganlegion.org website on the 

right side, click on Events Calendar. It is 
also on http://www.michalaux.org/ , left 
hand side. On the web, it will be updated 

on the website each Thursday.  
 

We hope you all have a great Convention 
in Houghton Lake and a relaxing and en-
joyable summer!  

 

The 41st National Convention of the Sons of The American Legion will be held in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
August 24-26, 2012. Preliminary planning for this National Convention is in the process. Tentatively, 
the Sons National Convention will be held in the Sagamore Ballroom (2nd level) of the Indianapolis 

Convention Center, downtown Indianapolis. The SAL office will be in room Hall B.  
 
The great city of Indianapolis also offers many downtown amenities such as downtown stores, 
shopping mall and local restaurants. More information will be forthcoming on this year’s National 
Convention during the spring meetings.  
 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 

Find us online at: 

http://michiganlegion.org/pages/sons.html 

PUBLICATIONS         BRAD KOCH & JOE HOLLOMON           bkoch1991@gmail.com      sal459jh@yahoo.com 

WE WANT YOUR SAL PHOTOS! 

Do you have a photo you would like to submit for the SAL  
Detachment Newsletter?  Email it to Brad Koch at 
bkoch1991@gmail.com  or Joe Hollomon at sal459jh@yahoo.com . 

We look for photos showing SAL caps in action whenever possible. 

mailto:bkoch1991@gmail.com
mailto:sal459jh@yahoo.com
../../../../../Desktop/www.michalaux.org
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Boys State  

Since Novi, I have traveled a little around 

the state. I started off in Midland, for a 

great week of learning, where we had a 

slight increase. In September, off to Stock-

bridge for a 6th District meeting. Then off 

to Troy for Fall Conference. In October I 

went to the National Conference in Indian-

apolis, where I was able to learn more 

about the program. There were many other 

states present, so we could learn from 

each other. This year’s slogan was KISS; 

“Keep It Simple Stupid.” In November, I 

was off to Haslett for another district 

meeting. In January, we went to Howell, for 

still another one. In February I went off to 

Flint for Mid-Winter Conference, where I 

attended DEC and the Boys State meeting. I 

also won a gift basket from the Flint Con-

vention Corporation. In March I was off to 

Pinckney for almost the last one of the 

year. In April I went to HQ in Lansing for a 

Boys State meeting with Commander 

Chatman, Boys State staff Jerry S. educa-

tional staff vice director, both candidates 

running for commander and past state and 

Central Vice Commander John Mella. We 

talked about a special coin and a com-

memorative pin to mark our 75th year.   

 

With this being our 75th year, it would be 

nice to see more post and squadrons, 

sending more boys. With over 400 posts, 

and 200 squadrons in the state, we should 

have over 300 boys every year. We are 

having a special guest this year, Past Na-

tional Commander Bob Turner from Geor-

gia, so get out and sell the program, and 

use KISS when explaining the program. We 

talked about our nonprofit status, 501-3c. 

It will come up to vote at convention after 

internal affairs is done with it. Finally, I had 

the last district meeting in Davison. See 

you all in Houghton Lake.  

 

Student Trooper  

There will be two sessions this year. First 

one is July 15 - July 20, with the deadline 

being, June 4, 2012. The second session 

runs from August 5 - August 10, with the 

deadline being July 2, 2012. This is an ex-

cellent program where young men and 

women learn hands on training including 

pistol range, arresting suspects, and driv-

ing. If anybody would like to send some-

body, let me know. I have an excellent con-

tact, and I will put you in touch with my 

source.  

 

Left:  Members of Stevensville Squadron 568 

present a donation check for $4,600 to the staff 
of Y97.5 radio station during their fundraiser 

for St. Jude’s Kids. 

BOYS STATE / STUDENT TROOPER         MIKE HOLLEY        mdiver20@yahoo.com 
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Elect 

RODNEY TOLBERT 

2012 – 2013 

Detachment Commander 

Endorsed by: 

Squadron 49 South Haven 

4th District Association 

5th District Association  

Elect 

JEFF MEULENDYK 

2012 – 2013 

2nd Zone Commander 

Endorsed by: 

 

Squadron 459 Grand Rapids 
Northeastern 

5th District Association 
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION 

2012 STATE CONVENTION 

HOUGHTON LAKE, MI 

JUNE 1-3, 2012 

THIS CONVENTION IS GRACIOUSLY SPONSORED BY: 

SQUADRON 404 HARRISON & SQUADRON 245 PRUDENVILLE 
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Return this form to: 
Darrell Gutting 

3417 N. Clare Ave. 
Harrison, MI 48625 

Make checks payable to: 
 

S.A.L. State Convention Committee 
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According to the records of American Legion Post Grandville Post 179, in the past 20 years, they have  
donated over $337,000 to Make-A-Wish Foundation of Michigan from their Hidden Valley Charity Golf Outing. 
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Dexter Squadron 557 recently donated $1000.00 to the Dexter Family Service for the victims of the Tornado that went through the Dexter 

area on March 15, 2012. It was a category EF3 Tornado and many houses were damaged and destroyed.  

 

Any further questions, please contact me. Thanks.  
Larry Stalker  

Squadron Adjutant  
(313) 938-3908  

DEXTER SQUADRON 557 DONATION 

I would like to start by thanking Commander Dwaine for appointing me Assistant Historian. This year I attended Fall Conference, Mid-Winter 

Conference and the wonderful Four Chaplains Service in Grand Rapids. I took many photos and turned them over to Historian Ricky Knapp for 

Commander Dwaine’s book.  

 

I also want to wish recognize my friend Rodney Tolbert in his quest to become our next Detachment Commander. He has done a great job as 

2nd Zone Commander. Also on that note I would like to remind everyone that I will be running for 2nd Zone Commander at convention in June. 

Also, thanks to Brad and Joe for the great job they have done with the newsletter.  

 

For God and Country,  

ASSISTANT HISTORIAN            DANNY GLEASON             commanderdan@sbcglobal.net 

    JUDGE ADVOCATE             LOU SCOTT         lousctt@yahoo.com 

As of 22 April 2012, I received twenty three requests for consultation and completed five inherent functions pursuant to my office.  

 
I issued my approval of two Squadron Constitutions, issued forty-eight Constitutional points of question to eight Squadrons and one District, 

approved the Bylaws of two Squadrons, issued one hundred eleven points of question to fourteen Squadrons and one District pertaining to 
Bylaws, issued four rulings pertaining to membership issues, one ruling on a constitutional amendment and, received five commendations.  
 

Left (L-R): Department Commander Dick Chatman, Congressman 
John Dingell and SAL Detachment Comander Dwaine Verville meet 

during the 2012 Legislative Reception 



Page 13 Sons of The American Legion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 14 Sons of The American Legion 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

I attended the National Awareness session 
in Washington D. C. the end of February 
much information was given out concern-

ing our veterans and legislative issues.  I 
have listed a few for your information 

. 
National Commander Fang A. Wong is call-

ing on all Legionnaires, concerned citizens, 
veterans and their families to contact 
their members of Congress and urge them 

to oppose the Administration's fiscal year 
2013 budget proposal that would dramati-

cally increase healthcare fees for most 
military beneficiaries. 
 

The proposal would triple fees for working
-age retirees over the next few years, and 

establish a new enrollment fee for Medi-
care retirees, over and above their Part B 
premiums. The plans would also double 

pharmacy co pays for fiscal 2013 and tri-
ple them over five years. As proposed, the 

changes would phase in significant fee 
hikes for nearly every segment of the 
military population, including retirees of 

all ages, drilling Guard and Reserve mem-
bers, and currently serving family mem-
bers. 

 
“We realize fiscal realities dictate certain 

financial concessions may have to be 
made by our citizens,” said Commander 
Wong in a recent statement, “but to bur-

den America’s military families further is, 
in our opinion, unconscionable. These 

brave men and women have earned health 
and retirement benefits in ways that are 
largely unknown and difficult to compre-

hend by civilians who have not shared 
their sacrifices. Those who point to the 

disparity in cost between civilian and mili-
tary health insurance and hint at unfair-

ness simply do not appreciate the huge 
premiums already paid by our service 
members and their families as physical 

and mental health, and even lives, have 
been given up by them for the good of the 

rest of us.” 
 
Wong concluded by saying that “true fair-

ness” to military families and their civilian 
counterparts can only be attained by a 

“decisive and pointed rejection of these 
unjust proposals by all members of Con-
gress.”   

 
In the coming months Congress will con-

sider whether to implement these propos-
als. Please contact your elected officials 
and remind them we owe a debt of more 

than just gratitude to those who have will-
ingly served and sacrificed for the nation. 
Legislative advocacy is one of The Ameri-

can Legion’s most powerful weapons in its 
fight to protect and enhance benefits for 

veterans and military families. 
 
If you’re a member of the Legion Family, 

you can add your voice to the Legion’s 
ongoing advocacy efforts on Capitol Hill by 

signing up for the Legislative Action E-List 
at: http://capwiz.com/legion/home/. 
Registration is simple   Now is an espe-

cially important time to become part of 
the Legion’s legislative action team, be-

cause Congress will soon consider the 
White House’s proposed budget for Fiscal 

2013. 
 
“The power of The American Legion Family 

is multiplied when our members can speak 
in a unified voice,” said Tim Tetz, the Le-

gion’s Legislative Division director. “All 
told, we have some 4 million members.  
 

Through our Legislative Action Center, 
they can engage Congress with one voice 

and one message. Getting on our Legisla-
tive Action E-List makes any voice in the 
Legion Family more powerful. And it is our 

voice being heard on Capitol Hill that helps 
to pass bills we support, stop the bills we 

oppose, and influences Congress on the 
priorities it sets on issues that affect vet-
erans and military families.” 

LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN     ROGER DEES     rdees29@comcast.net 

DETACHMENT OF MICHIGAN MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS AS OF MAY 9, 2012 

2012 Membership Goal May 9 Membership % To Make 100 % 

21,148 19,491 92.16 1,657 

http://capwiz.com/legion/home/
../../../../../Desktop/www.capwiz.com/legion/home
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LEGION EXTENSION INSTITUTE AVAILABLE ONLINE 

The American Legion’s official training program for officers, members, Legion College applicants and those who simply want to expand their 

knowledge of the nation’s largest veterans service organization is now available online. 
  

The American Legion Extension Institute has been rewritten, updated, streamlined and enhanced with videos, digital photos, clickable links, a 
historical timeline and additional features.  
  

To register and take the course, visit www.legion.org/alei. The program should take less than two hours to complete. It is divided into six 
sections, with a quiz at the end of each one, followed by a final exam. 

  
The sections closely follow the Legion’s Four Pillars of service. They include: 

· History & Organization 

· Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation 
· National Security 

· Americanism 
· Children & Youth 

  
Upon completion, a participant must pass a final online exam to receive a digital certificate of recognition; a lapel/cap pin will also be deliv-
ered to those who successfully complete the course. The names of those who have passed will be recorded and indexed at The American 

Legion National Headquarters. Graduates will have the option to click a box upon completion to recognize their accomplishment on The 
American Legion national website:www.legion.org. 

  
The online course is $4.95 for members of The American Legion and Sons of The American Legion. The registration fee is $9.95 for non-
members. Payment can be accepted securely and conveniently on the course registration page. 

  
The American Legion Extension Institute online training program replaces the series of printed booklets that had been printed and sold 

through National Headquarters. 
  
 

http://www.legion.org/alei
http://www.legion.org/
../../../../../Desktop/www.legion.org/alei
../../../../../Desktop/www.legion.org
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REMINDER:  Carnival Day at Grand Rapids Home for Veterans is Saturday, July 28 
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CITY OF KENTWOOD COST OF FREEDOM TRIBUTE 

City of Kentwood proudly presents 

Cost of Freedom Tribute July 25-29, 2012 

The City of Kentwood is proud to sponsor the “Cost of Free-
dom Tribute”, a moving memorial that is developed by The 
American Veterans Traveling Tribute, a non-profit organiza-
tion consisting of veterans. The main feature of the tribute is an 
80% replica of the Vietnam War Memorial Wall that is in Wash-
ington D.C. The wall is 380 ft long and peaks at 8 ft in the mid-
dle. The Wall contains the names of 58,479 who died or are 
missing. Other displays include: 
 

 Exhibit depicting statistics of every war/conflict involving the 
United States. 

 Timeline with photos of World War II. 

 Korean War tribute with timelines & photos. 

 Vietnam War facts, figures & timeline. 

 Art display featuring Vietnam veteran artist. 

 Display of USA founding and significant documents includ-
ing the Constitution and Declaration of Independence. 

 Panels honoring Law Enforcement and Firefighters with pic-
torial display. 

 Panel memorializing the casualties at Fort Hood 2009 shoot-
ings. 

 An FBI tribute panel that lists directors as well as the fallen. 

 Panels displaying the pictures of our Commanders in Chief 
throughout history. 

 Displays honoring those who fell in military hostile action 
from the end of Vietnam to the 9/11 attacks. 

 9/11 tribute with the names of all 2,984 casualties organized 
by where they were located at the time of death. 

 A gold dog tag tribute to all those members of the Armed 
Forces who have given their lives in the global war on terror. 
Each tag has the full name, rank, branch of service, date of 
casualty and location of casualty. 

 
 
PARTNERSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
The “Cost of Freedom Tribute” is a spectacular and rare oppor-
tunity to be a part of, and the City of Kentwood is excited to fa-
cilitate the event. However, funding and in-kind services are 
needed to bring this event to Kentwood. Because of the nature 
of the tribute, the intent is not to be a branding agent for busi-
nesses, but rather provide an opportunity to showcase support 
for the men and women who served or are currently serving this 
great country. Donors will be recognized leading up to, during 
and after the event in creative manners that do not take away 
from the focus of the tribute. To donate a financial gift or in-kind 
services, please contact Kendall Klingelsmith at klingels-
mithk@ci.ketnwood.mi.us  or 616-656-5276 for more informa-
tion. 
 

VOLUNTEER INVOLVEMENT 
 

The success of this project depends on the 
involvement of the community. Whether by 
contribution, in service or volunteering, we 
NEED the HELP of everyone. This project 
will be a COMMUNITY EFFORT. Ways to 
be involved: 
 

 Wall attendants 

 Computer data attendants to assist citi-
zens locating persons on the Wall 

 Wall security teams. Wall is available 
and must be attended/secure 24/7 

 Parking attendants 

 Promotion teams who will help promote 
the project at other community functions 

Veterans Memorial Park 

355 - 48th Street SE 

Kentwood, MI 

616-656-5270 
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VA & R                 EARL RUTTKOFSKY      eruttkofsky9771@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well gentlemen another year is almost 

gone. For those of us who have been 

working on different committees it has 

been a very challenging year.  

 

In the V.A. community, there are many 

things going on with our veterans, and we 

need to keep on top of the issues affecting 

them. We have to watch the way the gov-

ernment is dealing with veterans and their 

families and let our legislatures know the 

way we feel so they can fight for veterans’ 

rights and care they need. We need to 

watch where the government is spending 

money allocated for our veterans so that 

they can get the best they deserve.  

 

The government tries but sometimes 

doesn’t realize the need is great. That is 

where we as The American Legion family 

come into play. These veterans need our 

help and support. The American Legion 

family can help veterans on a daily basis. 

We can help them go to appointments, 

take them to shop, do lawn work or just sit 

and listen to them. Some veterans just 

want someone to talk to other than their 

spouse or children. Veterans in the VA 

hospital love visitors. Go see them and 

bring a little joy into their lives. We owe 

our veterans to help as much as possible. 

They gave their all for us we should give a 

little to them.  

 

This last year I wrote articles on how to 

make things easier for veterans. I went to 

Washington DC this year where The 

American Legion put on a lot of good 

seminars for us to help realize the need 

and what we can do to help.  

 

This year under the leadership of our 

Commander Dwaine Verville, I believe we 

have all been very inspired and produc-

tive. Dwaine has shown us as an example 

to do our best for veterans. He never got 

discouraged about how we can help. We 

must remember all of these men and 

women served our America and did their 

duty; now it is our time to show them we 

appreciate them.  

 

We the people and our government must 

do our part when it comes to new veter-

ans coming home; that is when they need 

the help. It is very difficult for some to 

adapt to their home life again and we 

should be able to let them know that The 

American Legion Family is there to help.  

 

Keep up the good work, it is appreciated 

by all. Thank you for allowing me to serve 

as the Chairman of V A & R.  

 

Sons of The American Legion 

Preserving American traditions and values, improving the quality of life for our nation’s children, caring 

for veterans and their families and teaching the fundamentals of good citizenship 
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Michigan Legion Family 
Upcoming and Ongoing Events 

 
Due to the length of the events listing, this information can now be found online at: 

http://www.michiganlegion.org/pdfs/SALevents.pdf 
 

 

ALTERNATE NEC  / MIAP / LEADERSHIP COLLEGE / PDC 3                GREG PRICE     grinnerman@msn.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

It has been an honor to have worn many dif-
ferent hats this past year, and I would like to 

thank all our Legion family members for their 

help in making this a successful year. Their 
participation in the Leadership College 

classes was incredible. They asked questions 
about various aspects of our organization. A 

few of the topics we covered: Roberts Rules 
of Order, how to make a motion, how to cre-

ate a resolution, and the programs supported 
by The American Legion. I believe between all 

the instructors, we answered them. Thank you 
to those Posts who hosted those classes.  

 

Representing our Detachment as an Alternate 
National Executive Committeeman has shown 

me how we work at the National level. When-
ever we hold an NEC Conference in Indianapo-

lis, the various committees meet, and the 
members of that particular committee will 

share their ideas and concerns with each 
other. When we reassemble for the main 

meeting on Sunday, all committees present a 

report, and offer any changes they think will 
help us Sons in the future. They also talk 

about things such as Child Welfare, and help-
ing support veterans who have helped, and 

are still helping to keep this great Nation free 
and secure. Not only are there many knowl-

edgeable people eat the conferences, they are 
very approachable and are willing to listen to 

your questions.  
 

I hope to continue to represent our Detach-
ment on the National level, so I am asking for 

your support, as I am running for the position 

of National Executive Committeeman at our 
State Convention that will be hosted In Hough-

ton Lake.  
 

The MIAP is doing very well.  Our energetic 
membership has helped find veterans whose 

cremains have been stored on shelves in 
funeral homes across our state for years. 

Many Squadrons are working within their 
Districts to contact funeral homes in their 

neighborhoods to find these forgotten veter-

ans. The results are showing: there are inter-
ments for these heroes being held at National 

Cemeteries located in Battle Creek, and Holly.  
 

Some communities held their ceremonies and 
assembled escorts to accompany the cre-

mains to be honored with Full Military Honors 
on a week day. The community of Dearborn 

will again hold their ceremony on Memorial 
Day before their traditional parade.  

 
Please continue your dedicated work, and let 

us know if you have located the cremains of a 
veteran. Past National Commander Earl 

Ruttkofsky informed those at the NEC Spring 
meeting during a VA&R meeting about Michi-

gan progress, and I also had the opportunity 
to tell how proud we are of our Legion Family 

members.  
 

This is my final year as a PDC person. I have 

thought of the many things that have hap-
pened while being a PDC 1, PDC 2, and during 

my year as PDC 3. Recently, I lost a friend; 
Brenda Dees. I thought about how she helped 

me during some of those times. She would 
sometime correct me, or offer direction, but I 

always knew that she had my best interest in 
mind, and was always interested in improving 

the quality and strength of our Detachment.  
 

Every time I hear the Pledge of Allegiance, I 

remember Brenda saying that there should 
not be a pause between; One Nation under God 

and the word indivisible. When I say the 
Pledge in the future I will remember her, and 

her help. I hope God blessed her, and will 
continue to bless our veterans, and this Great 

Nation, and may God bless you all.  
 

For God and Country. 

../../../../../Desktop/www.michiganlegion.org/pdfs/SALevents.pdf


would not have freedom.  
 

There are homeless veter-

ans around our state so, 
please help with stand 

downs in your area.  They 
often need help collect-
ing coats, gloves, boots, etc. 

to help keep them warm in 
our cold winters. Some 

posts might need help with 
painting or clean up.  Get a 
paint brush, a rake, or help 

out any way we can.  Let’s 
make the post proud to have 

a Sons of The American Le-
gion, working with them as a 

Legion family.  
 
As you may know the Pledge 

of Allegiance is now back in 
Michigan schools. I would like 

for the Sons of The American 
Legion make sure all class 
rooms have our nation’s 

colors in their classrooms.  
Let’s work like wolverines to 

get this great cause carried 

out. It is important our youth 
understand the value of the 

words when they say the 
Pledge so let’s help them 

understand what they are 
saying.  
 

On to membership, if you 

 

I bring greetings to the Sons 
of The American and Ameri-
can Legion family.  What a 

great time to belong to the 
greatest organization on 

earth!  Michigan Sons of The 
American Legion are making 

great strides in American 
Legion programs, helping 
posts, and working with the 

community.  Remember we 
are here because of the 

veterans, so let’s help a 
veteran whenever we can.  
 

Soon the snow will fly and 
some of our veterans cannot 

get out. Why not help them 
out by getting a group to-
gether to remove the snow 

from the driveway and side-
walks?  Show them we care 

for them and the sacrifice 
they made for our country. 
Without the veteran we 

have members who have 

paid for 2013 membership, 

please send in their cards.  
We should not have any ze-

ros out there! A good way to 
not have zeros is to have 

your squadron officers pay 
their dues as soon as you 
get your cards.  Membership 

is the life blood of the Sons 
of The American Legion, so 

please help by keeping up 
with membership in a timely 
manner.  

 
The Detachment has a great 

w e b  s i t e  a t 
www.michiganlegion.org .  

Click on Sons of The Ameri-
can Legion, and this site will 
give you information on who 

your officers and chairmen 
are with their phone num-

bers (and emails) and also 
any forms you may need.  
Please use this wonderful 

tool to your advantage.  Do 
not hesitate to call one of us 

with a question about any-
thing as we are here to help. 
Stay strong Sons of The 

American Legion.  
 

For God and County. 

DETACHMENT COMMANDER       RODNEY TOLBERT        rodtgoblue@yahoo.com 
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1ST ZONE COMMANDER       WILLIAM SARI II      salwill396@gmail.com 733-347-3851 

Hello to all. I hope you had a great summer. Now that September has arrived most squadrons are 

back to their regular schedules. This year, like every other year, it is important to get your member-
ship turned in right away rather than holding onto the cards and sending them up in large bunches. 
It makes it easier on those who process the membership at Department. Also, unprocessed mem-

berships can interfere with some benefits we can receive as members.  
 

Finally, if you ever have any problems feel free to call or text me. My information is listed above. I 
will try to drop by to your meetings from time to time; if you ever need me to attend one, call me, 
and I will do my best to make it.  Let’s have a great year. 

 

I am the 2013 – Detachment 2nd Zone Commander for Michigan. My responsibilities include assisting 

the administration and interpreting policy for the squadrons and the districts in my area. My goal 
this year is to contact each squadron in the 2nd Zone. In doing so, I will be able to assess individual 
needs and, in turn, offer specific help and support. Initially I will be contacting the squadrons who 

were not able to make at least 80% of their membership goal this past year. I would like to see a 
cumulative membership of 100% by year’s end. I know this is a time consuming task, but not an im-

possible goal if we all work a little harder on membership retention. As you know, membership is the 
lifeblood of our organization and allows us to sustain our strength. If you have any questions regard-
ing the procedures for registering your members, just give me a call, or drop me an email  

2ND ZONE COMMANDER       JEFF MEULENDYK      commander@michsal.org / 616-881-3334 

3RD ZONE COMMANDER        HARLEY “BUTCH” MAXWELL        butch2460@comcast.net / 248-467-9295 

Hello from the 3rd Zone, 

 
My name is Harley “Butch” Maxwell, the 3rd Zone Commander. I am from Squadron 216 in Milford where I have been a member for 24 years. I 

have been a officer in my squadron since I have joined. I have been attending SAL Detachment Conventions since 1994. In the early years I 

just thought that it was just a nice club to be a member of. I did not pay attention what The American Legion was all about. In the beginning I 
just attended the SAL meetings; after a few years I realized we were there to support our veterans. Our number 1 goal as Sons Of The Ameri-

can Legion is to support the veterans of our community. Another goal is to support our post and keep it running as smoothly as possible. 
Another goal as members of the SAL is membership. We must try to keep our membership up. The more members, the stronger we are. Not 

just SAL but American Legion and American Legion Auxiliary. We must remember we are THE AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY. We not only should try 
to recruit new members but retain our current members. If you need help with any membership questions or anything to help support your 
squadron or post please feel free to contact me. My information is listed above. 

mailto:commander@michsal.org
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4TH ZONE COMMANDER       ROGER ROCKHOLD      rogersal-404@yahoo.com 

It is starting to get busy.  In July, I installed the new officers of Prudenville.  I was also installed as the new Commander of Squadron 404 in 

June.  In September, I went to the 10th District Meeting. 
  
Earl Lash became the new 10th District Commander.  I got up and asked for help, and I asked the Legionnaires from all posts to help me get 

the District SAL started.  I asked them to bring one or two SAL members with them to the next meeting in November.  The by-laws are al-
ready in place and now it’s just a matter of getting it started. 

 
I am bound and determined to get it started back up again. I would like to get the 9th District going also. We could all be a big help to the Le-
gion. These are the two biggest districts in the 4th Zone, and I cannot see why we can’t get them started.    

It can get started with all of us working together. 
 

I'm also the VAVS Representative at the Saginaw VA hospital. For the past two years they have done a lot of work there and have revolution-
ized the whole hospital.  They are now doing all bathrooms this year.  In 2013, the project will be the auditorium where we hold our meetings.  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

National Convention has come and gone 
already; wow time continues to fly by. On 
a personal note my wife Kim and I trav-

eled to St. Louis and Springfield, Illinois 
after convention; what a great trip to 

study and enjoy the history of this great 
country. Driving home from Springfield we 

hit the tail of hurricane Isaac and what a 

fun ride!  We could only see 3 feet in front 
of us and could only drive about 35 to 40 

miles per hour.  We also would like to 
thank the Springfield American Legion 

Family for their wonderful hospitality and 
also for the license plate. 
 

The Child Welfare Foundation has a won-

derful project this year that is very sim-
ple.  They have piggy banks large and 
small. All it takes is just putting in spare 

change.  You can make this a fun project 
in your post, squadron and unit.  One idea 

could be every time the Lions score a 
touchdown or field goal everyone sitting in 
the post can throw in a quarter or what-

ever they want.  When the little piggy gets 
filled up you can break it open and put it in 

the big piggy as they have openings in the 
bottom.  When you get the big piggy filled 
up, count the money that is in it and write 

a check to the CWF.  You will get credit for 
all donations made.   

 
At Fall Conference we will be passing 

these out to all the squadrons and post 

members that are in attendance.  If your 
squadron or post will not be at the Fall 

Conference extra banks will be given to 
the Zone Commanders to distribute.  

Please mail your checks to me by April 20, 
2013 as I will take them with me to Spring 

NEC in Indianapolis to present on the 

floor.   

 

I will also keep track of all donations to 
report back to the membership.  PLEASE 

do not mail checks directly to National as 
sometimes it does not get reported back 

to us that this donation was made.  So 
have fun and if you come up with other 
ideas pass them on.  This all goes to the 

children. 

  ADJUTANT’S REPORT AND REFLECTIONS           SANDY LIPMAN   sandylipman95@hotmail.com 
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PICTURES FROM 5TH DISTRICT - MEMORIAL DAY 2012 
 

Right: Grand Rapids Squadron 287 hosted their annual 

Memorial Day ceremonies at Veterans Memorial Park, 
Plainfield Twp, MI. 

Left:  11-year old Grand Rapids Squadron 287 member, Evan 

Byrne, salutes after laying a commemorative wreath during 
their ceremony. 

Right:  Then 5th District Commander Jeff Meulendyk 

accompanies current 5th District Commander 
James Price III and his son Callen Price during  

Kentwood’s Memorial Day Parade and Ceremonies. 
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Salutations, fellow Sons!  My primary responsibility as the Chairman of the Awards & Trophies Committee is to 

acquire the awards that are presented at the Detachment Convention, as well as conduct the rifle shoot that is 
held during the Convention. 
 

One thing I have heard more than once is that many, many members are not aware of what the Maurice L. Michael 
Award is.  This is actually a very prestigious honor given annually to what is considered the best Squadron pro-

gram in Michigan.  A squadron must submit an application in order to apply for this award. 
 
The application is something that has been available on the Detachment web page:  http://

www.michiganlegion.org/pdfs/sal/sal_app4mauriceaward.pdf 
 

Unfortunately, the application says nothing about what the award is.  I contacted Department to get a description 
of the award and retyped it so it was clearer to read.  I then asked them if they could put this description on the 

website, which they did! 

 
Check this out when you can, and please, please, please apply for this award.  I hear of all the great things many 

Squadrons do throughout the year.  Apply for this award.  Let everyone know what you do and get recognized for it! 
Here is the website: http://www.michiganlegion.org/sons/MauriceLMichaelTrophy.pdf 

 

 

ALTERNATE NEC  / PDC 2                DAVID MENNEL     davidmennel@yahoo.com 

I would like to start off by saying thank you for putting your trust in me as you Alternate NEC.  My year started out by participating in our 

Legion Riders Legacy Ride to Indianapolis, Indiana.  What an experience!  I then attended our National Convention. There are a lot of good 
things happening at National. The big push is membership; it’s great to bring in new members, but we have to try and retain our present 

members. 

 

Fall Conference has come and gone and, we at the Detachment are working at keeping our great organization moving forward. Our Past Na-
tional Commander Jim Roberts talked about our great state of Michigan and the wonderful things that we are doing, Keep up the good work. 

 

For God and Country. 

 

 

Upcoming 2nd District Meetings 
 

October 14, 2012  Post 324 Jackson 

January 6, 2013  Post 31 Chelsea 
March 10, 2013  Post 180 Hudson 

May 19, 2013  Post 514 Ida 

AWARDS & TROPHIES                DOMINIC MERLINGTON     drmmsv62@yahoo.com 

http://www.michiganlegion.org/pdfs/sal/sal_app4mauriceaward.pdf
http://www.michiganlegion.org/pdfs/sal/sal_app4mauriceaward.pdf
http://www.michiganlegion.org/sons/MauriceLMichaelTrophy.pdf
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COMMANDER’S NOTES 

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK……… 

 
•All who marched in the parade in Indianapolis 

•A big thank you to Mike Boughner and Dominic Merlington for marching with our colors on a hot day.   

•Mike Boughner for bringing the flags and to Carvin Chapman for getting the flags to Mike.   

•Dave Mennel for getting the flags home and Danny Poole for taking the flags back to the hotel.   

•Lou Oberle for being a great host at Wilwin Lodge.    

•Jim Topps and his staff for getting Wendy and I in Service Officer School. 

•Greg Price for the use of his truck in the parade.  

•Commander Tom Brown for standing up for me and Reesa Brown for the flowers. 

•Eddie Brown for doing a great job at our wedding. 

•Alice and Randy Jackson for making our room look great.   

•Jeff and Pegg Meulendyk for the video.   

•Annita Mennel for being the official photographer.    

•Danny Gleason for the signature. 

•President Mary Ann for your support. 

•Chris Dohnal for looking sharp!    

•Everyone who was at my wedding - thanks for being there it means a lot to Wendy and I.  

•(Pop) Richard and Carol Parks for your daughter’s hand in marriage.   

•Sandy and Kim Lipman for all you do.  

•Big man, Earl Ruttkofsky, for all you do for the Detachment.   

•Dwaine Verville, for you guidance.   

•All the Detachment Officers and Chairmen.   

•All the ladies at Headquarters. 

•Last, but not least, to all the squadrons for making my job easy, I thank you.  

CONGRATULATIONS DETACHMENT COMMANDER RODNEY TOLBERT AND WENDY PARKS! 

MARRIED AT FALL CONVENTION - BOYNE HIGHLANDS - SEPTEMBER 22, 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1st Zone Vice Commander, Rev. Eddie Brown, ordained Evangelical Minister, officiated the ceremony for Rodney and Wendy.  

 

The entire ceremony can be seen on the Sons of The American Legion Detachment of Michigan (official site) at http://www.facebook.com/MichiganSAL . 

 

http://www.facebook.com/MichiganSAL
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CONGRATULATIONS LESLIE SQUADRON 491! 



HOMELAND SECURITY        ANDRE SVACHA        asvacha@hotmail.com 

Page 8 Sons of The American Legion 

Since being appointed to this chairmanship I have spent some time on the National website learning 

what part we play in helping with homeland security.   
 
Listen to local officials and learn about the emergency plans that have been established in your area by 

your state and local government. In any emergency, always listen to the instructions given by local 
emergency management officials. Usually, rolling blackouts occur when power usage increases, espe-

cially during hot weather when many people are using air conditioning to keep cool. Power companies 
try to give a warning when they will turn off power to an area, but they cannot always do that. For fur-
ther information on how to plan and prepare for blackouts as well as what to do during and after a 

blackout, visit the American Red Cross website. 

The Sons of The American Legion can have a great impact on the lives of our veterans, our community, state and nation by taking an active 

role in legislative issues. 
 

We encourage every member to sign up for National Legislative updates and alerts at www.legion.org/legislative. 

This website contains a wealth of information to use as tools for lobbying effectively.  There will also be a current list of  bills that The Ameri-
can Legion currently approved and links to current status of bills. 

 
Also being an election year, there is a website for press releases, reports, election and issues at  www.legion.org/news/211644/legion 
Make a difference for your veterans and get involved. 

 
For God and Country. 

LEGISLATIVE  RONALD R. WYATT wyatt0506@comcast.net 

GLADSTONE SQUADRON 71 MAKES DONATION 

Inspired by the Miron Brothers donation to the Delta Animal Shelter, Gladstone Au-

gust Mattson Squadron 71 made a $250.00 donation to the Delta Animal Shelter as 
well. According to Squadron Adjutant John Pickard,”Our group was looking for a 

great way to give back to the community and thought this was a great way to help 
the shelter with their needs of their wish list to buy canned cat food, bleach, kitten 
food, hand sanitizer, cat litter, rawhides and small paper plates. The Sons of The 

American Legion was founded for preserving The American Legion traditions and 
programs while improving the quality of life for our nation’s children, caring for vet-

erans and their families and teaching the fundamentals of good citizenship.  

 
Above: SAL Squadron 71 William Germain (with his dog 

Teddy) presents donation to Jennifer Bloniarz of the Delta 

Animal Shelter 

http://www.legion.org/legislative
http://www.legion.org/news/211644/legion
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MOMENTS OF THE FALL 2012 DEC - BOYNE HIGHLANDS 

Left: Commander Rodney Tolbert appointed Tom Howard, Charlotte 

Squadron 42 as Sons of The American Legion Chairman and Liaison 
for the Legion Riders. We are looking forward to his reports. 

 
Congratulations Tom! 

Right: PDC Dwaine Verville, now the membership Chairman, 

asked all squadrons to meet their 2013 membership goal by 
adding one additional member more than their 2012 goal. 

 

PNC Earl Ruttkofsky brought before the DEC a proposal from Department to develop an area at the Wilwin lodge for rustic camps ites. A com-

mittee was formed for further investigation on the feasibility of the project. Earl Ruttkofsky, Ron Wyatt and Dwaine Verville  we appointed to 
the committee. 
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PHOTOS FROM 2012 DEPARMENT CONVENTION - KALAMAZOO 

(L-R): Andre Svacha, Rodney Tolbert, Roger Rockhold, Hunter Cooper, 

Sandy Lipman and Dave Mennel prepare for the Convention Parade. 
(L-R): Past Detachment Commander Dwaine Verville, then Department 

Commander Dick Chatman and current Detachment Commander Rodney 

Tolbert pause for a photo. 

2012-2013 Detachment Officers and Chairmen join together for a group photo. 
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SON OF THE YEAR       VICTOR FISHER      victorsal396@sbcglobal.net   /   313-693-6558 

Greetings Michigan SAL officers, we’d like 
to give you some general information 

about our vision for the Detachment 
newsletter this year. 

 
We will be doing three newsletters with 
the following article due dates:  Septem-

ber 20, 2012; February 14, 2013; and June 
6, 2013.  The newsletter should be online 

and/or mailed within two weeks of each 

due date. 

 
We would also like to continue having an 
ongoing “upcoming events” page on the 

website that you can submit any events 
you have happening in your squadron/

district.  You will submit them to us and 
we will get them on the list.  This can be 
done by anyone and at anytime, not just 

when articles are due.  Contact informa-
tion is below. 

 
To all members, this is your newsletter!  
We want to highlight the things that you 

are doing around the State.  Please feel 
free to submit any articles or pictures of 

interest.  Remember, you do not have to 

be a State Officer to add to this news-

letter. 

 
Overall, we wish you all a successful year 
and are going to work hard to help pro-

vide the membership with useful informa-
tion and attempt to keep everyone in-

formed of any upcoming events as well.  
We can all make a difference for Veterans 

and Community but together we can make 

a huge difference.  Thanks in advance for 
your help and cooperation. 

 
Any questions or concerns please email 

Brad at bkoch1991@gmail.com  or call 616-

822-4567. 

PUBLICATIONS         BRAD KOCH & JOE HOLLOMON           bkoch1991@gmail.com      sal459jh@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a friendly reminder that I am looking 

to a very strong push this year, for the 
“Son of the Year” award. There are two 

awards each year, one for any Son 17 
years old or younger and also one for 

eighteen years old and older. The award 
for eighteen and over is the one that we 
have presented each year at our conven-

tion. About 4 years ago we discussed at 

our convention that we had the award for 

any Son 17 or younger, in addition to the 
one normally presented at our convention. 
This meaning that we would have two win-

ners each year presented at our conven-
tion. I was very pleased with the support 

and backing that was received.  
 
Like I said, that was four years ago, take a 

wild guess how many awards have been 
presented  at our convention, for any Son 

17 and younger, in the last four years? 
That answer would be a goose egg, zero, 
nata, zilch. You may ask why didn't we 

present the award to the winner at our 
convention for 17 and younger? That an-

swer is because we had zero nomina-
tions.  We are constantly doing things to 

help veterans, please nominate someone 

for Son of the Year in both categories.   

 
As a former 16th District Commander, I am 
challenging each and every District to 

nominate at least one for each category. 
Please show us who is deserving of this 

great award. You can only win Son of the 
Year once in your lifetime. If you have any 
questions, feel free to call me. Also, I will 

be working with the Detachment to get all 
the info updated on the web. More infor-

mation will be coming in future newslet-
ters, including information on past win-
ners. 

 
Remember our troops; thank a veteran. 

 

mailto:bkoch1991@gmail.com
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Sons of The American Legion Detachment of Michigan are going to do it again and grant a wish of a very 

deserving child. The contributions received from all the squadrons and pin sales are combined to grant a 
wish for a special child.  In communications with the Rainbow Connection this month, they have told me 

we now have reached enough donations to great a wish very soon. This wish will be granted to a special 
child in our area, so let’s get out there and continue to raise some money as there are many kids that 
could use our help, remember the money we raise will go for a Michigan kid and have a rainbow fun filled 

day  

RAINBOW CONNECTION        ANDRE SVACHA        asvacha@hotmail.com 

Hope you guys are doing well and I hope that you are enjoying this rather beautiful fall weather that we have been having. 

 
To date, your total money raised for this Wish Child is: $3250.00. Awesome job! These are monies that have been collected since 1/12/2011. 

Here is the info (and photo attached) of the Wish Child you are sponsoring: 
 
Brandin in 16 years old and lives in Macomb, MI. He has been diagnosed with Liver Cancer. He has had some surgeries, and so far everything 

is going well. This cancer is reoccurring. He was diagnosed a few years back and surgery corrected it. Then a few months ago it came back 
again. Unfortunately, it may continue to do this. 

 
Brandin enjoys “fixing things”, tools RC racing cars, wood shop, woodworking, jet skiing and working on cars. His favorite color is red. 
Brandin went on a shopping spree last week and his first stop was Home Depot where he got all kinds of stuff! He was like a kid in a candy 

store. Then he had lunch at Texas Roadhouse and they certainly treated him like a celebrity. He was driven around all day in a luxurious red 
Magnum limousine with his parents, brother and buddies. A great time was had by all! 

 
If you have any questions, please let me know. 

 
Best regards, 
Ingrid 

LETTER FROM RAINBOW CONNECTION 
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Boys State is a national civics leadership 

program sponsored by American Legion 

Departments across the country providing 
high school students the opportunity to 
learn about government and how it works. 

The motto of Boys State is "Learn by Do-
ing". The Boys 

 
 State educational staff's goal is to facili-
tate the learning process by giving the 

citizens of Boys State an opportunity to 
participate in state government. Educa-

tors, American Legion members and past 
graduates of Boys State  volunteer their 
time to ensure that the students not only 

have a learning opportunity but a possible 

life changing experience during the one 
week period on campus.    
 

Michigan Boys State began in 1938.  After 
conducting Boys State at Michigan State 

University for 70 years, the American Le-
gion re-located the program to Northwood 
University in Midland, Michigan in 2008.  

Boys State is a nationally recognized pro-
gram designed to teach young men about 

how government works, increase one’s 
leadership skills, and promote a patriotic 
love of country.  Sponsorship and expenses 

of students are provided by American Le-
gion Posts, civic organizations, businesses 

and individuals.  Boys State is one of many 
scholarship programs offered by The 

American Legion.  
 
Girls State, a similar program, is held at 

Michigan State University during the same 
time frame and sponsored by the American 

Legion Auxiliary. Both groups end with a 
tour of the State Capital in Lansing and an 
opportunity to visit and question state 

representatives.   

Since 1937, more than a million high school 

boys nationwide have attended the Boys 
State program and since its inception in 
1941 more than 30,000 young women have 

attended the Michigan Girls State program.    
 

Select students of the state programs are 
elected as “senators” to attend Boys Na-
tion or Girls Nation held in Washington DC. 

The senators spend a week participating in 
a mock legislature learning how the fed-

eral government works.   Special field trips 
include visits to the White House, Arlington 
National Cemetery, Monument Tours, and a 

day on Capitol Hill meeting with State 
Senators and Representatives.  

 
Many famous graduates of Boys State pro-

grams include Tom Brokaw from South 
Dakota, Bon Jovi from New Jersey, Neil 
Armstrong from Ohio, President Bill Clinton 

from Arkansas, NBA Hall of Famer, Michael 
Jordan from North Carolina, and Rush 

Limbaugh from Missouri.  Many former and 
current Michigan government officials are 
Boys State alumni. 

BOYS STATE            MIKE HOLLEY        mdiver20@yahoo.com 

FINDING OUR LOST VETERANS       JEFF MEULENDYK      commander@michsal.org / 616-881-3334 

Last January when I was the 5th District 

Commander I decided that I would start a 
campaign to help PDC Greg Price with the 
Missing In America Project (MIAP). I con-

tacted one of the local crematoriums and 

asked them for a list of the funeral homes 

they worked with. They gave me a list of 77 
funeral homes in West Michigan. I created 
a letter which informed the funeral homes 

about the MIAP program and gave them my 
contact information. I heard nothing from 

any of the funeral homes until mid Septem-
ber. I received a phone call from one that 

said they received my letter and they have 

the cremains of someone they thought was 
an unclaimed veteran. The information was 
turned over to Greg Price for follow-up. 

October 1st I received another phone call 

and this one said they too had received my 

letter but it took a while to go through 
their records. They had the cremains of 7 
confirmed veterans that were unclaimed. 

All eight veterans will be collected and they 
will receive a burial in a National Cemetery 

with honors. 
 

The work we do as Sons of The American 

Legion is important. We don’t always see 
results right away. Never get disheartened 
and always have patience. Our veterans 

and our communities are worth it. There 

are 8736 hours in a year. This project only 

took 4. Do you have 4 hours to give? 
 
If you would like a copy of the letter I 

wrote or information on how you can 
reach out for this worthy cause please 

contact me. 
 

mailto:commander@michsal.org
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With membership being a key part of the 

organization I would like to thank the 85 
squadrons that reached 100% member-

ship last year. With 248 squadrons in the 
Detachment we [the membership team] 

have our work cut out for us. By the mem-

bership team I am referring to every 

member in the Detachment. One Member-

ship Chairman cannot possibly go to every 
squadron and meet with the officers.  
 

Last year the Detachment showed we 

were at 100% by National Convention but 
National only showed 99%. Hopefully by 
pushing membership early we can have 

that problem resolved this year. 
 

After meeting with Commander Rodney we 
decided the membership goal this year will 
be 1 new member for each squadron. The 

focus this year will be on renewals and 
reinstating the members that did not re-

new. Just asking a person why they did not 
renew may be enough to have them join 
again. Our renewal rate in the Detachment 

is about 85%. We would like to get that 
around 95% which I know is possible. 

 
Again we ask that you send in membership 

right away. Do not hold them. Also keep a 
copy of the transmittals as this makes it 

easier to correct problems that may come 

up and is a good way to keep records at 

the squadron. 
 
We are planning 100% membership 

awards from Detachment along with the 
100% National membership ribbons. To 

receive the National Award membership 
has to be in by January 1. To get the De-
tachment Award membership has to be in 

by May 1.   
 

At the time of this article we have met the 
first goal of 10% and hopefully we can be 
ahead of every goal the rest of the year. 

Remember that membership is the back-

bone of the organization. 

MEMBERSHIP       DWAINE VERVILLE      dverville22@yahoo.com 

 

2012-2013 MEMBERSHIP TARGET DATES 
 

    OCTOBER 17, 2012    25% 

    NOVEMBER 17, 2012    35% 
    DECEMBER 12, 2012    45% 

    JANUARY 16, 2013    60% 
    FEBRUARY 13, 2013    75% 

    MARCH 13, 2013    80% 
    APRIL 10, 2013    90% 
    MAY 8, 2013    100% 

    JULY 24, 2013    105% 

WE WANT YOUR SAL PHOTOS! 

Do you have a photo you would like to submit for the SAL  
Detachment Newsletter?  Email it to Brad Koch at 
bkoch1991@gmail.com  or Joe Hollomon at sal459jh@yahoo.com . 

We look for photos showing SAL caps in action whenever possible. 

mailto:bkoch1991@gmail.com
mailto:sal459jh@yahoo.com
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MAURICE L. MICHAEL AWARD 
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2012 - 2013 PUBLIC RELATIONS GOALS AND INCENTIVES 

1. Continue to build better line of communication from the National Organization to our Blue Cap members. Personal contact to a 

Squadron from our Commander, Vice Commanders or Chairmen could go a long way in promoting that the National Organization is 
there to support them. 

 
2. Encourage our Detachments, Districts and Squadrons to use all available social media to advertize events and functions they are 

hosting (i.e.) Twitter and Facebook. 

 
3. Encourage the use of Public Service Announcements and Community Calendars on local television and radio stations. 

 
4. “Snapshots of Service”, a new photo contest showcasing what Squadrons do based on the Four Pillars of The American Legion. 

 

5. Set up a frequently asked questions area along with a copy of the Consolidated Report Form on the website. This should lessen the 
confusion of what goes where and hopefully encourage more Squadrons to fill the form out.  

 
6. Stress that letting the public know what we do and who we support can only make our programs more successful and attract indi-

viduals to join our organization. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS       JEFF MEULENDYK      commander@michsal.org / 616-881-3334 

I am this year’s Public Relations Chairman as well as the 2nd Zone Commander. It is my intention to get 

the word out about the Sons of The American Legion and what you do in your community. We are plan-
ning a spot on a radio show with retired Col. Denny Gillem. This will be on his talk show Frontlines of 

Freedom. We will also be creating some public service announcements specific to each area of the De-
tachment. This is where I need your help. I need to know what you are doing in your communities so we 
can create the PSA’s specific to your squadron. You may feel that what you are doing is worthwhile but 

not worthy of a spot on the radio. Nothing can be further from the truth. In some areas we have several 
squadrons located in the same radio area and we can use all of your good works to promote the Sons of 

The American Legion. Please send me all of the information about your community service projects and 
let us help you promote your squadron and post. 

Sons of The American Legion 

Preserving American traditions and values, improving the quality of life for our nation’s children, caring for veterans and their families and 
teaching the fundamentals of good citizenship 

mailto:commander@michsal.org
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Members of the Sons of The American 
Legion Squadron 27 and Marty’s 
Goldenaires Drum & Bugle Corps, both 

organizations out of the American Legion 
Post 27 of Bessemer, MI, were part of the 

historical and celebratory event called 
TAPS 150 on May 19th at Hillcrest Cemetery 
in Bessemer.  

 
On that day across the nation veterans 

and partisans alike assembled at commu-
nity cemeteries and military memorials, 
including the congregation of several hun-

dred buglers and trumpeters at Arlington 
National Cemetery, and played the bugle 

call “Taps” in honor of its 150th anniver-
sary. “It is a nationalistic event that will 

continue this year throughout the sum-
mer.  And it’s not just this year of citizens 
getting together to collectively sound Taps 

at various memorial locations but it’s part 
of a newly formed tradition in May ignited 

by “’Bugles Across America,’” explained 
SAL Squadron 27 Adjutant and Goldenaire 
Assistant Director, Dustin Pitrone. “Bugles 

Across America” is a non-for-profit or-
ganization that not only honors our fallen 

brothers and sisters of the Armed Forces 
but promotes live buglers and trumpeters 
to perform the tribute piece Taps at mili-

tary funerals and services. These memo-
rial ceremonies in many cases have been 

taken over by audio play back recordings 
of Taps. SAL Squadron 27 has performed 
in conjunction with this entity twice in the 

past. 
 

The original, traditional tune to Taps, that 
we know of today, dates back to 1862 dur-
ing the American Civil War. Union Briga-

dier General Daniel Butterfield arranged it 
for the command of “lights out” and sol-

diers to go to sleep. Bugle calls, as well as 
drum themes, have a long history in the 

military as a method of communicating a 
specific command for a unit to execute. 
Taps was sounded at a military funeral for 

the first time by Captain John C. Tidball, in 
July 1862, for a friend and corporal in his 

Artillery Regiment. The occurrence ulti-
mately set the standard and custom of 
sounding the somber final good-bye trib-

ute call at military funerals and memorial 
services. 

 
On May 19th  as the volunteer group organ-
ized longtime Marty’s Goldenaires bugler, 

SAL Squadron 27 Chaplain and Post 27’s 
official bugler, Myron Re, directed and 

taught the original music and formally 
correct technique of Taps. The squad, 
made up of key of G bugles, baritones and 

a contra-bass, then formed two lines fac-
ing each other in front of the Hillcrest 

military memorial. Myron’s line sounded 
the call with his son’s, Marcus Re, Com-
mander of SAL Squadron 27 and fellow 

Goldenaire, line playing the Echo. After-
wards, Myron read the lyrics to the piece 

in the form of a prayer. Pitrone then sug-
gested the bugle squad conclude the patri-

otic occasion with their poignant yet inspi-
rational arrangement of “America’ The 
Beaut ifu l . ”   And so it  was 

played…..beautifully. 

BUGLERS SOUND TAPS FOR ITS 150TH BIRTHDAY 

Left:  SAL 4th District Color Guard participating 

in opening ceremonies at Red Bud Motorcross 

Park, Buchanan, MI 
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VA & R                 EARL RUTTKOFSKY      eruttkofsky9771@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our commission was very busy promoting 

11 programs this year, 1- Homeless Vet-

erans:  New Department of Veterans Af-

fairs programs were brought to our at-
tention, and we are half way into the goal 
of ending homeless veterans in the next 5 

years. 2- National Veterans Assistance 

Day:  The 5th annual day was May 19, 2012.  
From our reports this year we served 

almost 4000 veterans, with over 13,000 

hours at a cost of $39,000.00.  3-Ride 2 

Recovery:  A rehabilitation program for 

our troops with physical and mental inju-

ries using cycling therapy.  4-Honor and 

Remember:  This program is seeking to 
have a national flag honoring all service 

members killed in action from all wars.  5

-Wounded Warrior Project:  Serves 
military service members who incurred 

service-connected wounds, injuries or 
illnesses on or after September 11, 2001 

and their families.  6- Help Hospitalized 

Veterans: A rehabilitative program using 

arts and crafts for the therapy.  7- My 

Healthy Veteran:  An E-health web site 
which offers vets, active duty their de-

pendents and caregivers anytime internet 
access to VA health care information and 

services.  8- Heroes to Hometown:  
Transition program for severely injured 

service members returning home from 

the OIF/OEF wars.  9- Missing In Action 

America Project:  Locating the unclaimed 
remains of our nation’s past heroes and 

giving them an honorable burial.  10- 

Women’s Veterans Issues:  Over 15% of 
our active duty is women and there have 

been over 18.5 million women who have 
put on the uniform to defend our nation 
and D.O.D. and the D.V.A. are starting to 

realize that they have specifics needs for 

their care.  11- Walk-a-thons:  The Ameri-

can Legion Family in New York does a 
state wide walk –a-thon with all proceeds 

going to various projects. 
 

 

Washington Conference: The conference 

was held in February this year and we had 
a lot of discussions on Health care bene-

fits, Women Veterans issues, Veterans 
courts, National Cemeteries, Crisis Hot 

line (suicide), and VA rehabilitation and 
VAVS. 
 

National Advisory Committee VAVS 

Conference:  This was held in March of 

this year in Charleston, SC.  There is an 
amazing amount of information for our 

reps and deputies and if detachments can 
afford to send them I would encourage 
them to do so.  Next year the conference 

will be in March in Raleigh NC. We will have 
info on the National website.  The Sons of 

The American Legion are a full voting 
member of this committee. 

 

Charles B. Rigsby:  This year we had 3 

applicants and all of them are deserving 
of this award, but one gentleman stood 
out just a little bit more than the others.  

He spends his time with our veterans at 
the Wilkes-Barre VAMC in PA., volunteer-

ing in the CLS’s and in the special care 
unit.  It is our pleasure and honor to have 

the award go to William T. Roberts, from 
squadron 609 Hanover Township, PA. 
 

I would like to tell you what you are doing 
for our nations heroes past and present:  

We had 1500 Squadron reports which is 

about 33% reporting:  VAMC’s: over 7000 

visits, 32,000 hours with cash and items 

donated over $516,000.  Other VA & R 

Projects:  43,981 hours and donations of 

over $3.9 million, all totaled is 412,157 

volunteer hours with donations of over      

5 million dollars.   This is not too shabby 

of a program or we wouldn’t have done so 
well.  Can you imagine what these num-

bers would be if we had 50% reporting?  
Wow what a difference we could make in 

our veterans life and their families. 

 
Please remember our veterans. 
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Michigan Legion Family 

Upcoming and Ongoing Events 

 
Due to the length of the events listing, this information can now be found online at: 

http://www.michiganlegion.org/pdfs/SALevents.pdf 
 

 

SERVICE OFFICER        LARRY MONEY        moneylarry@hotmail.com 

I cannot believe it is almost October, where has the time gone? I want to first start by thanking Com-

mander Tolbert for the opportunity to serve as your Detachment Service Officer for 2012-2013, what a 
great privilege.  

 
As your Detachment Service Officer it is my responsibility to assist the Veterans of Michigan needing help 
with benefits, programs and other military-related matters. Returning veterans today have many needs 

ranging from job finding assistance to being able to find where they may be able to obtain eye care. 
   

As your Detachment Service Officer it will be my job to make referrals and provide resources on educa-
tion, employment and business, death benefits and other important topics. These services are also pro-

vided to all veterans of all conflicts 

 
Doing the work of the SAL Service Officer will be very rewarding, so once again thank you Commander for 

this opportunity to serve you and the Detachment of  Michigan. 
 

WILWIN LODGE  RONALD R. WYATT wyatt0506@comcast.net 

A lot of things are happening at the lodge. Concrete is in for the pavilion, clearing has been done for some cabins. There will be an updated 

wish list on our website for you to review.  Many of ideas have been discussed for things to do to improve our property and mission to serve 
our Veterans. 

 
If you have a fundraiser and would like a Director there, contact me and we will try to get one of us there.   wyatt0506@comcast.net 
 

 For God and Country. 

 

mailto:wyatt0506@comcast.net
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JUDGE ADVOCATE        LOU SCOTT 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION: REMEMBER THE CHAIN OF COMMAND 
 

  1. Squadron Commander 
  2. Squadron Advisor / Sponsoring American Legion Post Member 
  3. American Legion Post Commander / Sponsoring American Legion Post 

  4. Sons of The American Legion District Executive Committee 
  5. Sons of The American Legion District Commander 

  6. American Legion District Advisor / Sponsoring American Legion District Member 
  7. Sons of the American Legion Detachment Vice Commander / Zone Commander 
  8. Sons of The American Legion Detachment Commander 

  9. Detachment Advisor / American Legion Department Member 
 

Just as our forefathers set forth our Constitution and Bill of Rights in order for the proper formation, regulation and operation of our form 
government, we too must endeavor to always study and practice such to the utmost of our abilities. 
 

My fellow members, if we do not follow the chain of command, we are surely doomed to fail in our endeavors.  The operation of any organiza-
tion or business, no matter how large or small, depends upon the following of its own proper rules of governance.  Our ignorance of such will 

prove our undoing, and most assuredly will cause an end to our great organization. 
 
Just as I myself dedicate my membership to honor my forefathers for their military service to our great Nation, please join with me in dedi-

cating our  service to the Sons of The American Legion for God and Country! 

Above: Then SAL Detachment Commander Dwaine Verville gets together with Auxiliary 

President Carrie Bowerman and Department Commander Dick Chatman before Tulip 
Time festivities in Holland, MI. 
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