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5 THINGS TO SEE IN KZOO
1. Airzoo
2. Kalamazoo institute of Arts
3. Gilmore Car Museum
4. Kalamazoo Nature Center
5. Visit the vibrant Art Deco downtown for  

a variety of shops and restaurants

Michigan
Legion
Homeless
Task
Force p.9

Michigan
Auxiliary
p. 5

“Farewell” p. 4

Auxilary Gear:
Get yours 
p. 16

Legion Riders
p. 19

Baseball
Coaches: 
Don’t Miss Your
Deadlines p. 18

Sons of the
Legion p. 17

Service Officer
School p. 14

Find A Service
Officer p. 13

Wilwin Lodge
Open House
July 14, 2012

www.wilwin.org

History
June 4th 1942 - WWII

Battle of Midway
Begins

June 6th 1944 - D-Day
WWII

June 14 - Happy
Birthday US Army &
Flag Day

June 28, 1914 -
Archdude of Austria
is Assinated



RBI to beat the Tigers was from Grosse
Pointe.  A few years ago Steve Avery of
Taylor was a pitching great for Atlanta and
there are over a hundred other big lea-
guers from Michigan.  So we like to think
that if things worked out a little different,
it could have been me.  Or, maybe it will
be my kid, grandkid some other kid we
know or have watched play at local school
or the park.

Sparky Anderson (one of my favorite
personalities) once said, "This game has
taken a lot of guys over the years that
would have had to work in factories and
gas stations and made them prominent
people. I only had a high school education
and believe me I had to cheat to get that.
There isn't a college in the world that
would have me and yet in this business you
can walk into a room with millionaires,
doctors, and professional people and get
more attention than they get. I don't know
any other business where you can do that."
But then again, the problem about flames
that burn so bright is that often they also
burn out fast.  

The question is this, if you’re a sports
figure, after you turn forty, what do you do
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JULY/AUGUST - JUNE 1, 2012

I really like sports. I think football is the
most exciting and entertaining game ever
played (the real American game and not
the football known here as soccer that the
rest of the world is crazy over), but there
is something special about the game of
baseball.  They play so many games day
in and day out, with so few days off for
relaxation and good days mixed with some
bad that it seems to parallel an everyday
working-person’s life.  I think that’s why so
many of us relate to baseball.  Plus, most
all of us played baseball as kids.  And we
all had our favorite players over time like
Al Kaline, Alex Rodriquez, Lou Whittaker
and Alan Trammel.  

Baseball is also a game where any
neighborhood kid, some big and some
small, some short and some tall, regard-
less of race or creed can show enough
talent at the right time to catch a coach or
scout’s attention.  With luck and the prop-
er support, that kid could make the big
leagues (go to the show) and become rich
and famous.  Many of us heard about
local kids making it big.  On the radio
the other day I heard that Chris Getz of
the K.C. Royals who hit the game wining

Chaplain
Eddie W. Brown, State Chaplain 

“BASEBALL AND HEROES”
then?  And, how will you use your talent
to the benefit of your fellow man?  You
hear about a few that go into coaching or
business and are still charitable.  On the
other hand, the rest of us continue to
work and support our families until we are
fortunate enough to retire.  Many of us
have joined churches, charities or non-
profit organizations that over the years
continue do good for the community.  And
here is another reason that I like Sparky,
he once said, "Don't call us (ballplayers)
heroes. Firemen are heroes." Source: The
Detroit News (September 27, 1999).  

There are other heroes like you, my
comrades in The American Legion.  You
offered your life to serve when your coun-
try called you and you continue to serve
“God and Country” today. Many of you
still serve into your seventies and eighties.
You have our thanks.  So, I will leave you
with this message from I Chronicles 28:20,
“Be strong and courageous, and do the
work. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for
the LORD God, my God, is with you. He
will not fail you or forsake you until all (of
your) service … is finished.”  God Bless
You All.  
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Veterans Service
Directory Page 13

STATE OFFICERS

American Legion, Department of Michigan
2012 Convention  Registration Form

June 27 - July 1, 2012
Radisson Hotel

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007
Hosted by the Grand Rapids American Legion Conv. Corp.

You must make your own reservation, Room Blocks Held Until
June 6, 2012

(Free self parking in hotel ramp, for hotel guests)
Kalamazoo Convention Registration Information

Registration Badge required for attendance at any meeting or session
The American Legion requires that each person in a room

must register with the Corporation.
Registration fee is $10. Make your check payable to:

GRAL Convention Corp.
Mail to: Jerry Dennis, 840 Coit Ave N.E., Apr. 2, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

.   Legion, Aux., SAL,Guest
Name:______________________________________ (________)
Address:______________________________________________
City/Zip:_______________________________________________
Guests’ Names:_______________________________ (________)
____________________________________________(________)
____________________________________________ (________)
____________________________________________ (________)

Enclosed find: $___________ for __________ Registrations

Arrival Date: ______________ Departure Date: _____________
In case of Questions:
Phone # _________________  Email  ______________________

State Commander . . . . . . Richard I. Chatman, Detroit

State Adjutant. . . . . . . . . . . Patrick W. Lafferty, Farwell

1st Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeremy Bell

2nd Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tate McLaughlin

3rd Zone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Striggow

4th Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bob Luxford

5th Zone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Bruntjens

Finance Officer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lyle C. Shanks, Dorr 

Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rex Lambert, Grand Rapids

Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eddie Brown, Southgate

Sergeant-at-Arms . . . . . . . . . Ernest Berry, Woodhaven

Judge Advocate..Hon. James A. Callahan, Grosse Pointe

National Executive Committeeman

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas G. Holzgen, Grandville

Alt. National Executive Committeeman

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John H. Skinner, Schoolcraft

Immediate Past Commander

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Hafeman, Carney

Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Director

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Topps, Adrian

Membership Director . . . . . . . . Jim Wallace, Pinckney

Public Relations Director.......Mark Sutton, Eaton Rapids
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Headquarters

Legionnaires of the Upper Peninsula,
thank you for your hospitality in April.
Post 50 your Legislative Reception din-
ner is an example for all Posts to dupli-
cate.  The hospitality of all the Post’s
who supported a veteran town hall or
Post 21 serving breakfast on Saturday
morning.  I believe Representative
McBroom, Representative Huuki, and
Representative Franz, all have a new
understanding how strong the veteran

community is in the U.P. all because of you.
We had the privilege of touring the Iron Mountain

VA Medical Center on Saturday and saw a world class
facility working to care for the veterans in the Michigan
and Wisconsin area.  Thank you to all the staff at the
VAMC for the care and dedication they give to those who
served.  

To all Legionnaires we will see you at Summer
Convention June 28th – July 1st in Kalamazoo.  I look
forward to meeting all of the newly elected officers
throughout the great State of Michigan

Patrick W. Lafferty, State Adjutant

Thank You U.P.

Patrick W. Lafferty
State Adjutant

believed it, lived it and promoted it to all
we encountered.  I’ve gained 2 great
friends in Carrie and Dwaine and look
forward to still serving with them in my
blue cap.

In July I met in earnest the Department
team that I would have to rely on in order
to have a successful year.  By and large I
was impressed at the job Michigan
Legionnaires did in selecting the DEC I
would be working with.  At the 30 day
meeting, I was given a team that was
receptive to my goals and missions, did-
n’t have a stroke at the mention of the
benefits of technology, no one had a heart
attack when I said we must change some
of our operating procedures in order to
stay ahead of the curve, there was hard-
ly a stir when I said we had to think out
of the box and be innovative, no frowns
and wringing of hands when I said we
have to encourage our posts  to get
younger and  to actively recruit more
women and minority veterans, identify,
mentor and inspire young legionnaires
to aspire to leadership positions. This
DEC did not blink when I told them I
needed their help in reaching the 100%
membership goal and the Michigan del-
egation sitting in the front row at the
national convention in Indianapolis.  I
also saw our Department personnel up
close and in person for the first time and
was impressed with their professional-
ism, led by the best Adjutant in the entire
American Legion.  

My year started out good and only got
better.  I traveled around our beautiful
state, visiting fantastic communities and
classy legion posts.  I participated in one
of our leading programs, Legion Baseball

This is the last col-
umn that I will write
as your Department
Commander. It is
about time to take the
white cap off and put
the blue one on; to
break out the old
straw hat and fishing
tackle.  This will be
my most difficult one
to write all year.  How
do you sum up all the

wonderful things I’ve encountered, the
great times I’ve shared with many of you,
my gratitude for the fantastic things our
Legionnaires and The Legion family are
doing, my observances of where we are
as a department and some thoughts on
where we should be headed in the future,
without writing a column that is as long
as “War & Peace?  Well I’ll give it my best
shot.

On June 26, 2011 in Grand Rapids, the
Legionnaires attending our convention
bestowed upon me the greatest honor
I’ve ever received in my life thus far, the
honor of leading the state’s premiere and
largest Veterans Service Organization,
Commander of the Department of
Michigan.  I vowed at the time to try and
live up to the faith that you showed in me
and I hope I have not let you down.

Making my job a lot easier was having
the pleasure of serving with two great
leaders of The Legion Family, Auxiliary
President Bowerman and SAL
Commander Verville.  From day one we
set the tone for the year, “We Are Family”,
and anyone who has been around us as
we traveled the state will tell you, we

Richard I. Chatman, State Commander

“Farewell”
in Midland Michigan, witnessed the awe-
some site of all the Legion Riders as they
roared into Charlotte on the Legacy Run
to Minneapolis, proudly attended Legion
events across the state hosted by some of
the most generous, friendly and accom-
modating people I’ve ever met, our
Michigan Legion Family.  I want every-
one to know that I will cherish my red
flannels and Chief Pontiac War Bonnet
forever.  I could go on and on, hopefully
you get the point, I’ve had a great time
and it’s all because of you.

One thing that really stood out for me
this year is those Districts that still have a
District Tour.  5th, 6th, 10th, UP (11th &
12th) and 18th, don’t stop.  This is an out-
standing way of staying connected to the
legion family in your districts.  You all do
a great job on these tours and it builds
unity.  It is also an excellent avenue for the
State Commander to meet Legion Family
members and visit our posts.

It is my opinion that the Department
of Michigan and The American Legion
is in good shape but we can’t rest on our
laurels and past accomplishments.  We
must seek to accomplish something each
and every day.    Continue to work hard
for our veterans, communities and each
other.  Don’t take for granted that our
organization will be here forever.  We still
have some issues that need to be resolved.
Our membership continues to shrink
each year.  Our demographic makeup is
getting older instead of younger, we still
have too many of the old guard in our
posts and districts who refuse to change
and accept new ideas.  Our organization
is below average in communications
between the different levels of legion-

naires and we must make better use of
the technology that is available but under-
used by many of us.

For those of you who are secure in
thinking that the status quo is o.k.  I ask
you to research what happened to the
Grand Army of the Republic (GAR).  It
was a fraternal organization composed of
veterans of the Union Army, US Navy,
US Marines and US Revenue Cutter
Service who served in the American Civil
War. The GAR linked men through their
experience of the war and became
among the first organized and most pow-
erful advocacy groups for veterans in
America.    The GAR reached its largest
enrollment in 1890, with 490,000 mem-
bers.  It was organized into
“Departments” at the state level and
“Posts” at the community level, and mil-
itary style uniforms were worn by its
members.  There were posts in every
state in the U.S. and several posts over-
seas.  Over the years the GAR’s mission
became ill-defined, its membership was
limited to certain veterans, it was main-
ly a male organization with only 1 female
ever permitted to join and its leaders
failed to keep up with the changing times
including reaching out to veterans who
now had served in WW1, WW2, and
Korea.  Founded in 1866 it was dissolved
in 1956 when its last member died. It last-
ed 90 years.

We have been around 93 years so far
with the potential to be here for at least
another 93.  Our mission is clearly
defined, service to veterans, children &
youth, patriotism and national security.
When you see those who start taking
things for granted or getting complacent
remind them of what happened to the
GAR.

Thank you everyone for your sup-
port, kindness, dedication and living up
to my slogan, “unity equals success”.
Thanks department committee chair
people and committees for the work you
did this year.  A special thanks goes out
to those Past Department Commanders
who were always available to me for
advice, counsel and lending a shoulder to
cry on when needed and an avenue to
vent occasionally.

As promised I plan to revisit some of
the places I’ve been, especially the ones
with good fishing spots.  I urge all of you
to feel free to invite me to fish with you
anytime, you got my number.

It’s great to be a Michigan Legionnaire.  

Richard I. Chatman,
State Commander
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Membership

This has been a fantas-
tic and fun-filled year.  I
wish to thank
Commander Richard
Chatman for the confi-
dence he had in me by
giving me the opportuni-

ty at the selected position of Department
Membership Director.  I accepted the
challenge knowing that his goal was to sit
in the front row at the National
Convention with a 100% membership
record.  We (the Membership
Committee, Legionnaires and I) have
worked throughout the year toward mak-
ing that a reality.  Many “Thank You”
greetings go out to the Zone, District
and Post Commanders for their hard
work and to all Legionnaires for their
many hours of trying to get new, renewed
and reinstated members into this great
organization.

I would like to congratulate all the
posts that have reached their 100% goal
throughout this year.  Your task of being
“the best you can be” was completed
with honor, respect and determination.
There were 80 posts that received one of
the two monetary incentives offered this
year along with a 100% poster and a
100% ribbon for each post.  There are
many other posts that will receive the
poster and ribbon.

I was able to attend all 16 District
meetings this year, set up two
Membership Roundups, participated in
the UP Winter Tour, conventions, con-
ferences and meetings.  I enjoyed seeing

JIM WALLACE, MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

A SUCCESSFUL YEAR!
different posts that I might not have vis-
ited, if not for this position, while talk-
ing with many Legionnaires that offered
their hand in friendship and as a fellow
veteran.  While traveling around this
great state it was encouraging to see the
wonderful work accomplished by mem-
bers of this organization.  From helping
their communities, giving assistance to
veterans and their families and being
involved with the many programs of the
American Legion.   I am extremely
proud of all for what I saw you achieve.

I would be remiss if I didn’t give
thanks to the Department Membership
Team:  UP Director - Lou Oberle, DMS
Coordinator - Don Meskill,
Headquarters Membership – Barb
Money and all the Department
Headquarters Personnel – Kim, Denise,
Deanna, Roxanne, Mark and last but
definitely not least Pat Lafferty.  Many
things would not have been accom-
plished without your help and support.

Success is not always determined in
numbers and percentages.  Success can
be translated as being able to have the
opportunity to send out a message and
receive information.  It can be in meet-
ing and greeting new people as well as
talking to and laughing with friends.
Being able to find new areas of interest
and passing along your desire to fulfill a
challenge.  With all these and many
more accomplishments and with your
assistance I feel that we, a very proud vet-
eran organization, have had a very suc-
cessful year!   Thank you to all.

ATTENTION 
NEW DISTRICT COMMANDERS

Congratulations on your election as District Commander
the deadline for the July/August Issue is now, as soon
as you have your district meeting schedule complete or
at least August, September, and October email it to:

info@michiganlegion.org 

For publication in the Michigan Legionnaire.

June 18th, 2012 – All teams pass ALL
paperwork to District Chairman

June 21st, 2012 – District Chairman to
hand papers to Zone Chairman

June 25th, 2012 @ 2pm EST – Zone Chairman to hand
papers to State Chairman

Coaches Don’t Let Your Teams 
Miss the Tourney!!

Legion Baseball

WATCH YOUR 
DUE DATES!!!
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June is here and
the year is done.
Wow--has time
flown by. Hopefully
I will see you all at
Kalamazoo at the
end of June for the
Convention. It is the

first time for them to hold a conven-
tion and I think you will be pleased
with the results. Just coming and hear-
ing the accomplishments of the Units
throughout the year will make your
time there worthwhile. 

When they told me this was my last
article I was trying to decide, what I
could say to sum up my year. I think
the best way to put it was this year was
truly “SWEET”, I have been blessed.    

You all have shown me the State of
Michigan has lots of things to see and
do, and everywhere around the state,
I can see the American Legion and its
family helping the veterans and their
families. With the help of Commander
Chatman, and Detachment
Commander Verville, and my
Honorary Jr. President Chelsea, we
tried to keep all of you excited and
committed to the programs that we
have to offer. With Commander
Chatman’s project being Homeless
Veterans, Detachment Commander
Vervilles being the Veterans Hospitals,
Honorary Jr. President Chelsea’s proj-
ect being Elmobility room, and my
special project being the Michigan
Creative Arts, I saw lots of activities in

these areas.
Please don’t stop, these programs

will always need your help, and I
know we can count on you to keep it
up. We are a very determined group
when we put our minds together, I
know we can accomplish great things.
I have been looking at the reports
turned in for the year and  I can see
that the Auxiliary was very busy this
year and each unit did lots of good
things for their community. 

As my year is ending I have a sad
heart thinking about missing all of
you. But then I think of all the things
that I have been able to do and all of
you that I met throughout the year
and that makes me smile. I would like
to thank each of you for your help

BBoonnnniiee OOllssoonn,, SSeeccrreettaarryy--TTrreeaassuurreerr
VOLUNTEER—“…one who enters service of his own free will.”

Each year every department is
required by national to give a
report on the services provided
by its members. Those services
include monies contributed, and
time volunteered. Unit donations
arrive at the

department all year for a myriad
of veteran programs. Volunteer
service can be of three types:
hospital, field, and home.
Hospital service is volunteering at
one of the eight veteran facilities
in Michigan. An example of field
service is to take a veteran to the
doctor, a ball game, or any other
service provided outside the
home. Home service is volun-
teering within the confines of the
veteran’s home. Volunteers report
the hours served and receive a volunteer pin and
hour bars which are proudly worn by our members.

I would like to give to you a few highlights from
some of our Department Chairman’s Year End
Reports regarding the monies and volunteering
services that our members have provided during the
2011-12 year.
VA&R—reported by Chairman Jackie Skinner

Services for veterans: Hours volunteered--

SECTION TWO212 N. Verlinden Ave, Ste. B, Lansing, MI 48915   New Phone: (517) 267-8809

60,919; Dollars spent--$131,492.32; Value of in-kind
donations requested and received: $20,650.61;
Number of veterans assisted—20,579; Dollars raised
from the poppies distributed--$129,949.65.

Services for active duty military: Hours volun-
teered—10,239; Dollars spent--$30,031.14; Number

of US servicemembers served—
2,956.

Services for military fami-
lies: Hours volunteered—5, 982;
Dollars spent--$6,705.20;
Number of military families
served: 762.
EDUCATION—reported by
Chairman Mary Dubay

Memorial Scholarships
given—23; Non-Traditional
Scholarships—1
AUXILIARY EMERGENCY FUND
—reported by Chairman Pic

Webster
Total amounted donated to the National

Emergency Fund--
$5,716.10. Funds acquired
by—dinners, 50-50 raffles,
taxes, baked sales, white
elephant sales, auctions
and several other unique
ideas.

throughout the year. You allowed me
to stay in your house, you fed me and
entertained me and made me feel like
part of your group. It is a time I will
always treasure and I am glad you
shared your gift of time with me.  

My time is done, and I thank Bonnie
and the office staff for working with
me, also all of my Chairman and offi-
cers. With the help of each of you
and the encouragement and direction
from the Past Department Presidents,
I believe we have had a great year. It
is because of all of you that my year
was a success and I thank you all. I
hope you enjoyed my “gift of time” to
you throughout the year. I hope to see
you all in Kalamazoo, God Bless.      

President Carrie

What a “S W E E T ” Year It Has Been

AUXILIARY HEADQUARTERS DIRECTORY
517-267-8809

Auxiliary Administration - 21 - info@michalaux.org
Auxiliary Membership/Girls State - 19 - svandlen@michalaux.org
Auxiliary Poppies/Scholarships/Bookkeeping - 22 -  lknott@michalaux.org

CHILDREN AND YOUTH—reported by Chairman
Janice Hafeman

Number of Children and Youth activities held:
96; Number of veteran or military families involved:
365; Direct cash aide and benefits for Veterans/mil-
itary children--$10,849.92; Value of goods to veter-
ans or military families--$10,753.00; total number
of veteran or military children given aide—399.
HOMELESS VETERANS—reported by Service
Coordinator Robin Puckett

Number of personal hygiene kits dropped off to
veteran facilities—2,507; money spent on kits--
$5,297.28;  Kits taken to stand downs—1,001; num-
ber of hours spent—788; money spent--$4,300;
other contributions made on behalf of veterans—gift
cards and turkeys given out, 1,025 kitted items,
women’s veteran room completely decorated.

These reports are just a few of the programs of
the Auxiliary. But we can all be proud of our serv-
ice to our veterans, active military and their families
in terms of monies and time. Let’s make a resolve to
better our numbers next year. 

Have YOU given the “Gift of Time”?

NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP
QUOTA DATE FOR 2011-12
DUES IS JULY 29. PLEASE
GET YOUR DUES PAID SO

OUR DEPARTMENT CAN BE

100% BY THAT DATE.
Thanks so much.

Bonnie 
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100% IS OUR 
MEMBERSHIP GOAL!

Deanna Cortright, Membership
Chairman

Congratulations members of the
Department of Michigan on your
efforts in collecting membership
this year!!!  As a Department we are
doing outstanding.  We are at
92.32% as of 4-18!!

We are so close to that 100%
mark that we all strive to obtain
and have 81 units have already
reached it and many have gone
way beyond.  There are two units
that are at 150%!!!

We need just over 2100 mem-
bers to reach 100%.  To get there,
however, we need several more
units to reach 100%, those units
(and we have very few) that have
less than 10 members paid to get
them in, and those of you that still
need several to make that extra
push to get dues from those that
haven’t paid yet.  We can do this
and many of you are soooooooo
close that you only need one or
two to be at your goal.  

In the case of those units that
have sent no dues in, it is my guess,
that your members have paid them
and they are in your treasury just
needing a transmittal and check

sent to the Department office.  If
you need assistance please let
either myself, your District officers
or the office know and we will
walk you through it.  Just having
the money from your members
does not make them a member in
good standing. They must be paid
out to the Department.

If you, as a member, have not
paid your membership, we urge
you to do so.  Your membership
assists our veterans in so very many
ways.  The dues that you pay are a
donation to help both our veterans
and their families.  This is done in
the form of assistance to those that
are deployed and their families
need financial help, funds sent to
our VA facilities to help veterans get
the medical care they need, assis-
tance for homeless veterans to help
them find jobs and places to live,
as well as those veterans that are
doing okay but need something a
little extra.

I, as chairman, am looking for-
ward to being able to send some-
thing stating that we are 100%!!!
That will be very exciting for us as
a Department.  Keep up the good
work.

March seems to
have brought with it
unusual spring-like
weather we all have
been enjoying

recently. Spring brings to mind our
mothers, some better than others,
some larger than life, and others
taken from us far too soon. As
young children, we look up to these
very special women for love, nur-
turing, guidance, and advice. Most
times, as we grow, we don’t appre-
ciate the roll “MOM” plays in our
lives, helping to mold us into the
adults she hopes we will become.
A mother’s job is endless, unap-
preciated, and unpaid. It also
comes with long hours, more hugs
and kisses given and tears shed
and wiped you will ever know until
that little hand grabs your finger
for the very first time.

This time of year also brings to
mind Memorial Day, a day set aside
to remind us all of those special

individuals who have given so
much for the rest of us. For some,
it was just the required term during
the draft, for others, it was a whole-
hearted gift of themselves in a
world war, or other conflicts, and
for those left behind, family mem-
bers and others, it was a support
system like no other. We should
take a moment to reflect this year
on the many gifts bestowed upon
us from our soldiers, some of which
have never “really come home”,
the kindness of our neighbor or a
total stranger. Let us not forget that
sacrifice is what makes us all strong
and keeps us putting one foot in
front of the other each and every
day. Take a moment to see just how
lucky we are to live in a country
with the God given rights to free-
dom. 

The celebrations are part of this
holiday, but remember, the reason
for it reaches higher, let us not for-
get.

Nancy L. Knox, Department Chaplain

A Gift of Mothers and Veterans

What you can do with Poppies
after Poppy Days

Kim Champion, Poppy Chairman

Poppies can be used year round
at your various events at the
Post/Unit levels as well as District
events.  They can be placed on
your tables like a runner down the
middle or just randomly placed at
the top of a placemat.  They can be
but in a bunch, add baby’s breath
or greenery and placed in a vase for
another type of table decoration.  

If you have big events like a
Post/Unit Birthday Dinner or an
Americanism Dinner you can make
corsages and boutonnieres instead
of purchasing them.  Have your
Juniors or young SAL help with
making them.  Also instead of buy-
ing a centerpiece for your head
table make one instead with
Poppies.  Use them at any event
that you are having throughout the
year.

Also remember when using
Poppies for anything except Poppy
Days always remove the label.
Never give out Poppies that are
outdated and do not change the
label with a newer one.  Our

Veterans make these Poppies with
their own hands and need the
income that they get from making
Poppies.  

Another thing you can do is use
your Poppies to make a center-
piece or corsage to be entered for
judging at convention.  Of course
you need these items judged at
unit level and then district level
before coming to the department
level as only one can be entered as
first place from each district.  You
can create a unique display which
uses the Poppy as the main flower
but it does not need to be visible
from all sides like the rules for cen-
terpieces.   

You can also visit your local
hospitals, nursing homes, etc. and
give each Veteran in the hospital a
Poppy and thank them for serving
our Country to keep us safe and
free.  Remember though, the Poppy
cannot be old or outdated, it must
be the current year’s Poppy.  

I hope this gives you a few ideas
on what to do with Poppies that are
outdated and I hope you have some
fun using them throughout the year.

The American Legion Post #90 of Lake Linden recently celebrated the 105th birthday of Mary Altman (23
years of service) at Portage Point in Hancock. Mary is a former World War II Army nurse and began her
service in the Mojave Desert in a field hospital in 1943. Happy Birthday to Mary!
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2012 DEC Reports
Article IX, Section 1 of the
Department By-Laws requires
officers and chairpersons to
make an annual detailed
report for pubication in the
Michigan Legionnaire. District
Commanders are invited, but
not required to submit
reports.

The Department Convention is
almost here, where has the year
gone? It has been a very good year
for the 3rd Zone. Our District
Committeemen worked very hard
on Membership and their work
has paid off. Most will have a clear
view of the proceedings being
close to the front. The year got off
to a quick start with an invitation
to the Showboat Parade in
Chesaning by Chesaning Post
#212. It was a very enjoyable day
with Commander Chatman,
President Bowerman and all the
Legionnaires present. I had the
honor of representing
Commander Chatman at several
functions at which he had conflict-
ing events. I had the pleasure of
attending the WilWin open house
in July. Everyone should go at least
once and see this wonderful facili-
ty. I attended the stop on the
Legacy Run at Greenawalt-
Flaherty Post 42 in Charlotte.
There were motorcycles every-
where. 

I toured the 18th and 6th
Districts with Commander
Chatman as well as the War
Bonnet at Chief Pontiac #377. I
must say the Past Department
Commanders looked good in their
War Bonnets and Commander
Chatman made a very good addi-
tion. I attended the Legion
Birthday Party at Post 8 in Port
Huron, and the Americanism
Dinner at Chief Pontiac. I repre-
sented Commander Chatman at
Hill Gazette Post #143 in Auburn
Hills at their Americanism Awards
Dinner. They honored the local
Police, Deputy and Fire Fighter of
the Year. It was a great pleasure to
help in presenting the Awards to
these outstanding individuals. 
I attended the Zone Oratorical
Contest in Davison and enjoyed
listening to our youth. My only
question is where are the public
school students? As the years have
gone by, it seems that Home
School has taken pride in public

speaking and the Constitution.
The Public School students pass it
over and the scholarship money
that goes with it. 

The Joint Legion Family
Testimonial for Commander
Chatman, President Bowerman
and Commander Verville was a
great event. It’s not often you get a
chance to roast the Commander. 
The Zone has held meetings this
year at the Fall and Winter
Department Meetings. We will
hold our final meeting at the 3rd
Zone Caucus on Friday during the
Department Convention. It is
important that as many attend as
possible as the Zone Commander
for next year will be elected. 

This year Commander
Chatman had several DEC con-
ference calls. This was a most
effective tool for keeping everyone
informed and for discussion of the
issues at hand. I would hope the
next Commander will keep up this
practice. 

I would like to thank all the Posts
and Districts I visited for their
hard work and the hospitality
shown to me and those traveling
with me. It was a great pleasure to
work with the whole DEC and
Department Staff. In the 3rd Zone
I was blessed to have the leader-
ship of Jerry Kunzelman, 6th
District Commander, Bill Day, 7th
District Commander, Bob Paksi,
8th District Commander, Roger
Avie, 17th District Commander
and Tim Rollin, 18th District
Commander to work with. Our
Membership Director Jim Wallace
worked endlessly on Membership
and his council was greatly appre-
ciated. To Commander Chatman,
it was a great honor and pleasure
to serve on your DEC and to get to
know you better. The leadership
you brought to the Department of
Michigan this year has made a dif-
ference.

Thank you for affording me the
opportunity to serve as 3rd Zone
Commander.

for doing a fantastic job.  
During my visits to your posts

during the year, I was so pleased to
see the effort that the 4th District
Legionnaires and Legion Family
are putting forth on behalf of the
goals and programs of The
Legion.  Our 4th District posts are
engaged, active and doing their
parts on behalf of our veterans,
children and youth, our communi-
ties and our country.

Nowhere is that more evident
than what is going on @ Post 93 of
Hartford.  This post has been
struggling for some time.
Members were dissatisfied with
the way the post was being run,
embarrassing incidents were tak-
ing place at the post, financial
issues and personal conflicts
abounded, the post was not looked
upon favorably by the community
it served and many longtime mem-
bers and loyal dedicated legion-
naires were choosing to leave the
post.  The Post was on the verge of
losing its charter until dedicated
legionnaires such as present Post
Commander Bill Boruff and
Adjutant Adam attended the win-
ter meetings and convinced the
DEC that Post 93 was worth sav-
ing.  Along with the assistance of
Herb Scholten, NEC of the
Philippines (and part-time resident
of Berrien County)  Department
Finance Officer Lyle Shanks,
Department Post Development
Chairman AL Ford and members
of the 4th District and Post 93,
things are beginning to turn
around @ Post 93.  A Post revital-
ization effort was held on April 7,
2012.  Members of the Post
Revitalization team, me,
Department Commander
Chatman, 1st Zone Commander
Bell and Post 73 members went
out knocking on doors and talking
to veterans asking them to either
join or rejoin Post 93 and explain-
ing the changes that were taking
place.  As a result, 10 additional
members were signed up and to
date Post 93 has 31 members and
is still growing.

This collaborative effort on
behalf of Department, District
and Post was a beautiful thing to
behold and it really made me
proud to be a Legionnaire.  Great
job Bill, Adam & Herb and all
those who helped.  It goes to show
once 4th district legionnaires put
their minds to it, they can accom-
plish anything.

Please make sure that you get
your Post Consolidated Reports in
to Department by the June dead-
line.  I’m sure there are many
more positive stories to tell about
what 4th District Posts are doing,
the PCR lets the world know how
great we are.

As always it is a pleasure to
belong to the best Department of

We have continued to help keep
The American Legion the premier
veterans service organization.  So
please get your Consolidated Post
Report submitted as testimony to
what your post accomplished over
the past year, and let’s celebrate
together at the convention in
Kalamazoo. It would be great to
see all 26 posts of the Fifth District
represented at The American
Legion, Department of Michigan
94th State Convention.  What you
have done is something in which
all should be proud. 

Our district posts’ outstanding
support of membership continues.
Although we reached the 95%
goal a little late, I am still confident
we will achieve our 100% mem-
bership goal as a district.  There is
every reason to be positive with
seven posts, 28, 102, 152, 258,
292, 311, and 532 already at
100% or more, and nine other
posts closing in on repeating last
years 100% showing.  The impor-
tant challenge on the horizon is for
all posts to always show new mem-
ber growth. Recruitment is essen-
tial to maintain the legacy of a
post and to insure the continuity of
local community presence of The
American Legion.   That presence
helps bolster support for men and
women in uniform and their fami-
lies and for the continued fulfill-
ment of promises made or implied
to veterans and their families.  We
were fortunate to have Legislative
Chairman Doug Williams at our
meeting in March at Neal Fonger
Post 179 to address the challeng-
ing budget issues at the Michigan
Home for Veterans in Grand
Rapids.  Post 179 graciously han-
dled a rather long meeting
superbly, and all were happy to see
GRHV as the number one priori-
ty on the legislative list.  Carnival
Day at GRHV is scheduled for
July 28 this year.

Program Reports continue on page 8

3rd Zone

Steve Striggow
Zone Commander

4th District

Richard Parks
District Commander

As District Commander, it has
been an honor to represent the 4th
District.  I would like to thank all
the 42 Posts and 5,500 4th District
Legionnaires who have paid their
dues thru May 1, 2012.  To the
472 Legionnaires who have not yet
paid their dues, I urge you to send
them in now, which would put the
4th District @ 100% for the year.
Special recognition and thanks go
out to Posts 45, 49, 51, 84, 93, &
127 for making the 100% mem-
bership goal, your post member-
ship teams are to be congratulated

5th District

Peter Satterthwaite
District Commander

As I wrap up this year and the
honor of serving as your District
Commander, I want to thank all
for the support and the many vol-
unteer hours all posts and Legion
Family members have devoted on
behalf of veterans and their fami-
lies, active military, children and
youth, and other local community
activities throughout the 5th
District of Michigan.  Allow me to
enumerate just a few examples
from the past month.   The SAL
hosted the District Tour.  The
Auxilary hosted the Poppy
Bonanza at GRHV and the Joint
Memorial Banquet at Glen Hill
Post 287.   The Charles A. Conklin
Post 28, host of the last Friday
13th meeting in April, hosted the
May district meeting, and posts
throughout Kent and Ottawa
Counties flagged cemeteries and
sponsored Memorial Day Services
and Parades.  In addition, PDC
Jerry Dennis with the GRAL
Convention Corp. is busy with
preparations for the 94th State
Convention in Kalamazoo, and
many posts are finalizing Boys
State sponsorships.    Your efforts
have supported well the goals of
State Commander Chatman
including his special emphasis on
homeless veterans and National
Commander Wong’s P.R.I.D.E.

STATE COMMITTEES
EVALUATE ‘12 PROGRAMS

Boys State
Nelson O’Bryan
State Chairman___________________________

It doesn't seem possible that
another year has come and gone
and that it is time for another Boys
State camp session. Our enrollment
is low for this time of the year and
we need to put in a major effort to
get the paid applications into
Legion headquarters.

This is the seventy fifth year
anniversary of the Boys State pro-
gram and we need to make an
increase in our attendance num-
bers. Our guest speaker this year
will be Mr. Robert Turner, a past
national commander and assistant
national director of Boys State.

The American Legion and
remember that to keep it great we
must be an active and united
group.  My year is almost up, but I
hope to visit more of you before
the year is over.  4th District, let’s
work to put a smile on every veter-
ans face.

Boys State is one of the major
programs of the American Legion
and impacts more young lives than
any other program. It should be
highly promoted by each and every
post and Legion member in our
great state. If we had one boy for
every post and SAL squadron, we
would have well over six hundred
attendees. Please see if you have
boys in your post who would be
interested in attending the Boys
State on June 17-23 at Northwood
University in Midland, Michigan.
As always, all legionnaires are wel-
comed to spend a day with us at
Boys State, have lunch and find out
what this program offers. Just let
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STATE COMMITTEES EVALUATE ‘12 PROGRAMS CONT.
Deanna at the Lansing Legion office
know when you are able to come for
a visit.

I need your help!  In these last few
weeks, I urge each legion post and
legionaries to please sponsor at least
one boy into this worthwhile pro-
gram.  It truly is "The Week That
Shapes A Life Time". 

I want to take this opportunity to
say thanks to Commander Dick
Chatman for all his efforts, support
and assistance in promoting Boys
State. Good Job, Dick, we appreci-
ate you!

Children & Youth
Ron Gieger

State Chairman___________________________
I would like to thank Commander

Chatman for the opportunity to
serve as Children & Youth
Chairman.  

First call to meet was the
Committee Chairman after
Convention.  Each Chairman was
given time to explain how their
Committee would promote the pro-
grams, and, if there were any new
ideas in order to accomplish them to
make it a successful year.

At the Fall Conference in Troy the
Committee met and discussed
Temporary Financial Assistance,
Child Welfare Foundation,
Children’s Miracle Network,
Halloween Safety and many other
Children & Youth Programs.  The
highlight of the meeting was the
presentation by 5th District
Commander Peter Satterthwaite
about the Children’s Dictionary
Project.  He spoke about the project
and the goal to present a dictionary
to each third grader in your area
schools.  After much discussion, this
was adopted as a program this year
and to hopefully make it an annual
project.  I submitted an article for
Children & Youth in the Michigan
Legionnaire to explain the
Children’s Dictionary.  I also e-
mailed all the District Commanders
to promote it.

The Committee did not meet at
Winter Conference.

On Thursday at the annual
Department Convention the
Committee will meet to review the
Consolidated Post Reports for award
and citations.  It was decided at Fall
Conference that to promote more
Post involvement that the District
with the highest percentage of turn-
ins would receive a plaque.
However;  I did have one downfall
this year.  There were only four
Districts with a Children & Youth
Chairman.  I need to be able to e-
mail or phone the Chairman in
each District and not the
Commander in order to promote
our programs!  Let’s work to fill
these positions for the next chair-

man.  
In closing, I would like to thank

my Committee for their participa-
tion this year.  Thank you to Rod
Gilmer, John Knox and Keith Tyler.
Also, a thank you to Deanna Clark
for everything she does for the
Children & Youth.  

Economics
Gerald Merrell
State Chairman___________________________

I would like to thank
Commander Richard Chapman,
Adjutant Pat Lafferty, Deanna
Clark, Kim Sielderberg, Denise
Kotes, and Deanna Clark for their
assistance and guidance for mak-
ing 2012 a successful year.  I would
like to thank my fellow Economic
Committee members for their in-put
and support. Donald Connor,
Fredrick Hollister, and Gary
Sammons.

2012 Has been a interesting year
in Economics, with the signing of
the American Jobs Act and the
VOW act.  Veterans are getting their
fair share, many companies have
pledged to hire veterans, and Chase
Morgan has pledged to hire 100,000
veterans with their 100,000 jobs
mission.   The VA has stepped up
and on June 26th – 28th at Detroit
Cobo Center Veterans will have
access to jobs with the VA and other
government agencies as well as sev-
eral in the private sector.  Career
coaching will be available, and vet-
erans can register on line at
http://vaforvets.va.gov Veterans
have a great resource through the
Veterans’ Services Division, check
out our web page
http://www.mitalent.org/Veterans/
and Check out the Veterans’
Services Face Book page
https://www.facebook.com/MIVet
eransServices The Post 911 GI Bill
offers Veterans great educational
opportunities, a lot has changed
since the Post 911 GI Bill was rolled
out, I encourage veterans to check
out the GI Bill web page
www.gibill.va.gov  for the latest.
Veterans can get information on the
Veterans’ Retraining Assistance
Program which will roll out on May
15th   It’s time our “Home Town
Heroes” get the employment oppor-
tunities they deserve.

Thanks to the American legion
and our other sponsors we had a
very successful job fair.  The Great
Lakes Bay Opportunity Expo was
held Friday March 30th at Delta
College we had over 86 employers
and our Veterans corner was a suc-
cess.  Our Home Town Heroes both
past and present could find a new
job and get information about their
veteran’s benefits, and learn about
the new and upcoming Green Jobs
such as Chemical Process Operator,

Jobs with DOW solar manufactur-
ing and others.  The Department of
Michigan Economic Committee
continues to be a force in support-
ing and preserving veteran econom-
ic programs for members of the
armed forces and those who served
in years past. Veterans should enjoy
the very freedoms they safeguard.
“Honorable military service should
create opportunity, not obstacles.
“The best friend of any veteran and
of our American Legion Economic
programs is the Michigan
Department of Energy, Labor and
Economic Growth-Bureau of
Workforce Programs, Veterans
Employment and Training pro-
grams designed to help veterans—
those who face employability barri-
ers and those who are job ready.
VETS gives priority service to all
veterans, with the highest priority
afforded to disabled veterans. VETS
programs include the Disabled
Veterans’ Outreach Workers
(DVOWS) and Local Veterans
Employment Representatives
(LVERS). If you’re looking for a
better job in Michigan, locate your
nearest Veterans Employment
Specialist by calling 1-800- 455 5228
or you can go to
www.mitalent.org/veterans 

The Economic Committee fights
for these benefits and more. “Are
you willing to reach out your hand
to a fellow veteran and invite them
to your post home?” Please contin-
ue to support your local veterans
by remembering to invite them
before the post meeting to talk about
jobs, education, homes and how to
find them.  Make your post home
their post home. All they ask for is
a handshake a smile. “Welcome
Home 
In closing I would like to congratu-
late this years Economic Award win-
ners:

DVOP of the Year:  Fred Pittman
from the Washtenaw County
Michigan Works! Office.

LVER of the Year:  Jim Bishop
Battle Creek Office

Local Office: the Washtenaw
County Michigan Works!
Office

Employer of the Year awards:
Small:  Naser Propane Company 
Medium:  Stewart Manufacturing 
Large:  Dow Chemical

Employees’ Credit Union
Enhance the Lives of the

Disabled Persons Award:  Jim
Garrison

Homeless Veteran Outreach
Award:  Volunteers’ of
America Lansing MI

Our Economic award winners are
taking care of our veterans, and in
some cases they are veterans tak-

ing care of their fellow veteran.  If
you know of a business or individ-
ual who goes the extra mile for our
“Home Town Heroes” please con-
tact me so we can recognize them
next year.  2012 has been both a
challenging and rewarding year, but
there is no place I’d rather be then
helping our “Home Town Heroes”
God Bless

Post Development
Al Ford

State Chairman___________________________
I am pleased to report a success-

ful and productive year for this com-
mittee.   We started the year with a
big effort in revitalizing Ypsilanti
Post 282, that event produced over
100 new members for Post 282.
The National M&PA committee
sent in a team to assist in the recruit-
ing process.   Several Past
Department Commanders and
other Legionnaires from all over the
state also assisted in the 3 day long
event.  

The next event was forming a
new Post in Ft. Gratiot with 28 new
members.   At their 1st meeting
they elected a full slate of officers.
The next project was revitalizing
Kalkaska Post # 480.   There was a
heavy snow storm during that event
that prevented the team from mak-
ing as many house calls as was
planned.   All in all we netted 11
new members.   The next project
was merging BayPort Post 533 into
Caseville Post 543, during that time
we also did a recruiting drive in the
northern tip of Huron County.
The next event was re-vi Gladwin
Post 171 where we netted 25 new
members for post 171.   The next
event was re-vi Hartford Post 93
where we netted 10 new members.  

I have reviewed the Post locations
in our State and in my opinion there
are at least 12 communities that do
not have Posts that could support
one and are in need of the
American Legion programs.

Looking to next year there are
several Posts requesting informa-
tion on merging into other posts,
also asking for information on revi-
talization and or charter cancella-
tion and I’m sure more will seek
help as the year progresses.  

I wish to thank all the members of
this committee who worked so hard
to achieve our success, also all the
other Legionnaires who gave us a
hand when we were in their areas,
we could not have done it with out
them.   Also a special thank you to
our Department Staff who have
always been there when we needed
them especially Barb, Mark and
Deanna who stepped up to the plate
when Barb was on leave.

It has been a pleasure and privi-
lege to serve. Program Reports continue on page 14

Recconect
Gary Tanner

State Chairman___________________________
Wow!  Where did the year go?

2011-2012 has been another great
year!   The Reconnect Committee
has continued to support our
National Guard families by attend-
ing as many of the National Guard’s
Yellow Ribbon workshops,
Deployment briefings and
Homecoming events.  Jim Maki and
Willie Coomer have also taken on
additional responsibilities as peer
counselors in the Buddy -2-Buddy
program that matches returning
service members with fellow service
members and veterans who have
gone through similar situations and
who know how to navigate the
Reintegration process.   The
ELMObility Room has been a great
success once again thanks to the
Volunteers who help transport, set
up and tear down the room.     Our
committee is poised to begin send-
ing wounded and returning war-
riors and their families on retreats to
locations such as Mackinac Island
and our Wilwin Lodge.  Over the
last two years ACO Hardware has
partnered with the Reconnect
Committee and the American
Legion Department of Michigan
to collect another $40,000.00 dollars
to fund the Wounded Warrior
Retreat program and have offered to
collect donations from their cus-
tomers again this year from May
18th to July 8th 2012 in hopes of
increasing the available funding to
this program.  We have been work-
ing hard to enhance our efforts this
year and have a very dedicated and
motivated team organizing the vol-
unteer efforts.  The Reconnect
Committee has requested your assis-
tance with the collection process
this year.  We would like our Legion
Family Members to:
• Volunteer some of their time at

their local ACO stores to
engage the customers and dis-
tribute donation slips.

• To place signs in their stores with
the name and address of their
local Legion posts

• Advertise the program in their
respective Posts, Districts and
Zones

• Tell all of your family and friends
about the Wounded and
Returning Warrior Program
Collection  

• Have Posts create thank you ban-
ners after the collection period
to thank their customers 

Along with ACO, the Michigan
Psychological Association
Foundation has begun rolling out
their educational seminars on the
effects of Combat Trauma as part
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www.michiganlegion.org/homeless

THE AMERICAN LEGION
HOMELESS VETERANS TASK FORCE

““NNoo UUnniitteedd SSttaatteess VVeetteerraann SShhoouulldd
EEvveerr BBee HHoommeelleessss””

The American Legion coordinates a Homeless Veterans Task Force (HVTF) amongst its 55
departments. Our goal is to augment existing homeless veteran pro-viders, the VA Network
Homeless Coordinators, and the Department of Labor’s Homeless Veter-ans Reintegration
Program (HVRP), Veterans Workforce Investment Program (VWIP), Disabled Veterans
Outreach Personnel (DVOPs) and local Veterans Employment Representatives (LVERs).

In addition to augmentation, we then attempt to fill in the gaps where there is no coverage.
Each of The American Legion’s Departments contains an HVTF Chairman and an
Employment chairman. These two individuals coordinate activities with The American

Legion’s local posts within their state.

The three tiered coordination of these two chairmen and numerous local posts attempt to symbioti-cally assist homeless veterans and
prevent future homelessness.

The American Legion Homeless Veterans Task Force
• Economic Division—The American Legion
• 1608 K St NW, Washington, DC 20006
• econ@legion.org
• PH: 202.861.2700
• FAX: 202.833.4452

Department of Michigan Homeless Veterans Task Force

Mission Statement:
To coordinate efforts of The Michigan American Legion Family in augmenting efforts to assist homeless veter-ans that they may
encounter and to supplement where possible existing homeless veterans providers and to support the mission and objectives of
the National American Legion Homeless Veterans Task Force.

Objectives:
Provide financial and in-kind Donations
Fundraising
Programmatic Expertise and Guidance
Benefits Counseling
Encourage Michigan Legion Family Participation with Homeless Veterans Organizations
Coordinate, track and record Michigan Legion Family efforts on behalf of homeless veterans

Homeless Veterans Task Force Chairman
Craig Tillman Post 364

PH: 313.407.6568
EMAIL: 1alpha6@comcast.net

Department of Michigan HVTF

Website & Resource Center

www.michiganlegion.org/homeless
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Michigan Legion Family (Legion, Auxiliary, SAL & Riders):

As many of you know by now, my special project for this year is homeless veterans.

Veterans make up a significant portion of the adult homeless population in the United States. Recent studies estimate that veterans com-
prise about 23 percent of all home-less adults, and 33 percent of homeless men. Although few large-scale studies exist of homeless female
veterans, they are believed to make up approximately two per-cent of the population of homeless veterans.

Most homeless veterans (98 percent) are single men. Roughly consistent with the general population of homeless men, about 40 percent of
homeless veterans suffer from mental illness, and 80 percent have alcohol or other drug abuse problems (with considerable overlap in these

populations). Yet un-like the general population, homeless male veterans are more likely to be White non-Hispanic, older (45+ years), and more
educated than their non-veteran counterparts. They are also more likely to have longer episodes of homelessness.

Compared to homeless male veterans, homeless female veterans tend to be younger, more likely to be married, and less likely to be employed. They are also more
likely to suffer from serious psychiat-ric illness, but less likely to have a substance abuse disorder. With respect to substance abuse and mental illness, home-
less female veterans do not appear to be significantly different from other homeless women.

In the words of the VA Secretary: “Our Commitment,

President Obama and I are personally committed to ending homelessness among Veterans within the next five years. I learned long ago that there are never
any absolutes in life, and a goal of zero homeless Veterans sure sounds like an absolute. But unless we set ambitious targets for ourselves, we would not be giv-
ing this our very best efforts. No one who has served this Nation as Veterans have should ever be living on the streets. “

Legion family, I am asking for your support in making the Department of Michigan the leader of The American Legion’s 55 Departments in helping and assist-
ing homeless Veterans who reside in the state of Michigan. Our Legion Family members are doing great things on behalf of homeless veter-ans across our great
state. Thanks to your generosity, close to $2,000.00 has been donated to my special project thus far. As I visit various homeless provider sites, I’m in awe and
so proud of the fact that so many of you have donated your time, supplies, and money.

The Department of Michigan would like to concentrate on providing a mechanism for our family to be even more effective in our efforts to provide assistance
to our homeless veterans and that is by coordinating our efforts through our Homeless Veterans Task Force Chairman and providing infor-mation to our entire
Michigan Legion Family about resources that are available for our Homeless Veterans.

In progress right now:

• We are developing a Department Website that any Legion Family member will be able to access homeless veteran information both nationally and locally
• Uniform data forms will be made available for Legion Family members to record and report their efforts on behalf of homeless veterans. The Department

HVTFC will then compile the data into a Department of Michigan HVTFCR (Homeless Veterans Task Force Consolidated Report) which will allow us to pro-
vide data on what we are doing state wide for Homeless Veterans. It will also al-low us to not duplicate efforts and spend our time and resources much more
efficiently. These forms will also make it easier to report our efforts on the PCR’s (Post Consolidated Reports).

• Legion Family members will be requested to let the Department HVTFC (Homeless Veteran Task Force Chairman) know when they have an event planned to
help homeless veterans. The event will be placed on our Website Calendar so that all Michigan Legion Family Members will know and possibly chip in to
help out.

Target date for the roll out of our Homeless Veterans Web Page is 6/1/2012

What I would like to have in place by 7/1/2012:
Department of Michigan Family Homeless Veterans Task Force Organization

Homeless Veterans Task Force Chairman
Economic Committee Chairman
•    Zone 1 HVTF SPOC (Single Point of Contact)
•    Zone 2 HVTF SPOC
•    Zone 3 HVTF SPOC
•    Zone 4 HVTF SPOC
•    Zone 5 HVTF SPOC

Let me emphasize that I would really like this to be a family affair. The 5 Zone SPOC’s ideally will be a combination of Legion, Auxiliary, SAL and Riders. I am
asking my Zone and District Command-ers to please seek out volunteers who would like to be part of the HVTF team and submit their names to me by 6/20/2012.

I know this may sound ambitious, but as Secretary Eric K. Shinseki stated “unless we set ambi-tious targets for ourselves, we would not be giving this our very
best efforts”. Please feel free to share your thoughts and feedback with me. Looking forward to working with all of you to make this effort a success.

Richard I. Chatman
Department Commander
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www.homeownersforthehomelessveterans.org

2 IMPORTANT BENEFITS WITH H4HV.ORG
1.     Becoming a member you receive great benefits to help out if you have home damage or automobile damage, among other benfits.
2.     As H4HV.org increases their reserves it means you Legion Post can request a grant to assist in your Homeless Veterans programs.  

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS HOMELESS INITIATIVE
The Six Pillars of the Homeless Initiative
VA’s initiative, from the Secretary’s office to local communities, is guided by six pillars:
•  Community Partnerships A network of more than 2,418 shelters, soup kitchens, and other community partners around the United States are pro-
viding the services Veterans need to stay in their homes or get back on their feet. Combined with other community organizations, there are over
4,000 community groups working to serve our homeless Veterans.

•  Income/Employment/Benefits VA has put more than 370 currently or formerly homeless Veterans to work across the country as Vocational Rehabilitation Specialists
who assist about 40,000 fellow Veterans annually.

•  Housing/Supportive Services Through a partnership with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), homeless Veterans are provided with
Section 8 “Housing Choice Vouchers” by HUD under the HUD-VASH Program. VA provides case management services through the HUD-VASH and Grant-Per-
Diem programs.

•  Outreach/Education VA works on the ground in communities to raise the awareness of Veterans and their support networks about services such as 1-877-4AID-VET,
VA’s 24/7 hotline to support Veterans who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.

•  Prevention VA provides grants to community groups that assist Veterans who are homeless or at risk of homelessness and their families as well in maintaining perma-
nent housing.

•  Treatment VA supports Veterans who need a range of medical, psychiatric, vocational, or educational services through its Domiciliary Care for Homeless Veterans.

www.va.gov/homeless for resources available from the VA.
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VAforVets.com/Detroit

DO YOU HAVE A STORY TO TELL?
STORYCORPS IS COMING TO DETROIT

StoryCorps is a national, nonprofit oral history project, dedicated to record-
ing, sharing, and preserving the stories of Americans from all backgrounds
and beliefs. Since 2003, StoryCorps has collected and archived more than
40,000 interviews from nearly 80,000 participants. Each conversation is
recorded on a free CD to share, and with participant permission, a copy is
preserved at the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress.
StoryCorps performs a public service that is free and open to the public.

StoryCorps will be partnering with WDET to record the stories of Detroit
residents beginning July 9.  

•   Reservations will open Monday, June 25 at 10:00am ET
•   Opening Day: July 9, 2012
•   A second set of reservations will open July 11, 2012 at 10:00am ET

To reserve:
Call our 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, Spanish/English reservations line at
1-800-850-4406, or visit storycorps.org

Great shirts for showing your Michigan
Legion spirit whether you are working in a booth,

attending an event or just running
around town! 

Two styles are available in men's
and woman's: Short sleeve polo or long sleeve jean. It
features the Legion Emblem

and the phrase Team Michigan - Working
Together. (Available also in Auxiliary and SAL

logo by special
order.) 

Our Department
briefcases are avail-
able in four colors:
Green, Navy, Khaki and Black They are only
$20.00 each plus shipping and handling. 

All profits are kept at the Department to promote Legion programs,
events and mission. Order form is available on our website at:

wwwwww..mmiicchhiiggaannlleeggiioonn..oorrgg//ssttoorree

GGeett YYoouurr TTeeaamm MMiicchhiiggaann
SShhiirrttss && DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt

BBrriieeffccaassee TTooddaayy!!
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American Legion Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation

Our staff is dedicated to providing the very best veterans’ advocacy to Michigan Veterans and Their families.  They can assist with Claims Preparation, Presentation and appeal counsel in Veterans’ benefits services.  Assist you
and your Dependents in getting the Benefits that you have earned by your service to your Country

Field Veterans Service

Tommy Simpkins, Field Service Officer covers the Following Areas
Cell – (269)-330-6539 - simpkinst@michiganlegion.org

Genesee County Office of Veterans Affairs – Flint, MI - (810)-257-3068
Every Monday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Saginaw VA Medical Center – Saginaw, MI – (989)-497-2500
Every Tuesday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm – (269)-330-6539

Bay County Office of Veterans Affairs – Bay City (269) 330-6539
(1st) & Fourth (4th) Wednesday of each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Oscoda CBOC – Oscoda, MI – (989)-747-0026
2nd Wednesday of each Month – 9:30 am to 3:00 pm – (269)-330-6539

Standish American Legion Post 3rd
Wednesday of Each Month – 10:00 am to 4:00 pm – (269)-330-6539

Please Call to Assure Times and Locations
PLEASE NOTE SCHEDULE TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Robert Rasche, Department Service Officer - robert.rasche@va.gov                 
Covers  the John D. Dingell VA Medical Center 
4646 John R. – Detroit, MI – (313)-576-3506

Every Wednesday - 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Rebecca Krish – Field Service Officer – Covers the Following Area’s
Cell Phone – (231)-740-9577 – e-mail – rebeccakrish@michiganlegion.org

Grand Rapids Out Patient Clinic - Grand Rapids, MI - (616)-365-7574
Every Tuesday’s & Thursday’s – 9:00 am to 4:30 pm                                      

Muskegon Co OVA Office – 165 E. Apple Suite 201 – (231)-724-7143                        
PLEASE NOTE APPONTMENT ONLY AT THIS LOCATION - CALL (231)-724-7143 

Every Monday – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Battle Creek VA Medical Center – (269)-966-5600 ext

5500 Armstrong Road - Battle Creek – Building 2 – (231)-740-9577
Every Wednesday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Croton American Legion Post – Croton, MI – (231) 652-7776

Every 1st Friday of Each Month – 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Eaton County Office of Veterans Affairs – Charlotte, MI – (517)-543-7500 ext 3740

Every 2nd Friday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Grand Haven American Legion Post – Grand Haven, MI – (616) 842-5310 

Every 3rd Friday of Each Month – 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Barry County Office of Veterans Affairs – Hastings, MI – (269) 945-1296

Every 4th Friday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Please Call to Assure Times and Locations – Also note First Come First Served 

PLEASE NOTE SCHEDULE TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Phillip “Phil” McCaskey, Field Service Officer – Covers the Following Area’s
Cell Phone – (269)-330-6543 – pmmcaskey@michiganlegion.org 

Ann Arbor VA Medical Center 
2215 Fuller Rd – Ann Arbor, MI  Room EB-10 – (734)-845-5924

PLEASE NOTE CELL PHONE OUT OF SERVICE AT THIS LOCATION
Every Monday’s & Thursday’s – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Jackson County Office of Veterans Affairs Lansing Ave – Jackson, MI
NOTE MUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT AT THIS LOCATION – (517)-788-4425 

Every Tuesday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Must Call for Appointment (517) 788-4425

Lansing American Legion Headquarters Office
212 N. Verlinden Ave – Lansing, MI 48915 – (517)371-4720 – ext 12

Every Wednesday – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Battle Creek VA Medical Center – (269)-966-5600 ext

5500 Armstrong Rd – Battle Creek, MI – (269)-330-6543
Every Friday – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Please Call to Assure Times and Locations – Also note First come First Served 
PLEASE NOTE SCHEDULE TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Patrick J. Kline, Field Service Officer – Covers the Following Area’s
Cell Phone 989-280-3009 – pjkline@michiganlegion.org 

Emmett County Office of Veterans Affairs – Petoskey, MI – (231)-348-1780
1st & 3rd Friday’s of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Traverse City Vet’s Center – Traverse City, MI – (231) 935-0051
3rd Thursday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Charlevoix County Office of Veterans Affairs – Charlevoix, MI – (23)1-547-7220
1st Thursday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Roscommon County Office of Veterans Affairs – Roscommon, MI – (989)-275-6047
3rd Tuesday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Kalkaska County Office of Veterans Affairs – Kalkaska, MI – (231)-258-3370
1st Monday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Cadillac VA Out Patient Clinic – Cadillac, MI (888) 838-6446
2nd Tuesday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Clare County VA Out Patient Clinic – Clare, MI – (989)-386-8113
1st & 3rd Wednesday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Gaylord VA Out Patient Clinic – Gaylord, MI – (989)-732-7525
3rd Monday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Cheboygan VA Out Patient Clinic – Mackinaw City, MI – (888-838-6446
2nd and 4th Monday’s of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

U.P. COVERAGE AREAS
Schoolcraft County Office of Veterans Affairs – Manistique, MI – (906)-341-3669

1ST Tuesday of Each Month – 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Rapid River American Legion Post 301 – Rapid River, MI – (906) 233-1587

1st Tuesday of Each Month – 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Menominee County Office of Veterans Affairs – Menominee, MI – (906)-863-5691

2nd Wednesday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Marquette American Legion Post 44 – Marquette, MI – (906) 225-0781

2nd & 4th Thursday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Newberry American Legion Post – Newberry, MI – (906) 293-8711

2nd Thursday of Each Month – 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Sault Ste Marie VA Out Patient Clinic – Sault Ste Marie, MI – (906)-495-3030

2nd and 4th Fridays of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Iron Mountain VA Medical Center – Iron Mountain, MI – (906)-774-3300

4th Tuesday of Each Month – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
L’anse American Legion Post – L’anse, MI – (231)-280-3009

4th Wednesday of Each Month 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Munising American Legion Post 131 – Munising, MI (906) 387-2697

4th Thursday of Each Month – 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Please Call to Assure Times and Locations

PLEASE NOTE SCHEDULE TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT OUR DETROIT OFFICE NOW ONLY HAS THREE
TELEPHONE LINES COMING INTO THE OFFICE – IF THESE LINES ARE ALL BUSY

YOU WILL BE DIRECTLY CONNECTED TO OUR OFFICE VOICE MAIL – PLEASE
LEAVE A MESSAGE OR CALL BACK AT A LATER TIME TO TRY AND REACH US.

WE HAVE AN OFFICE POLICY TO GET OUR CALLS RETURNED WITH A 48
HOURS PERIOD.  WE HOPE THAT THIS HELPS OUR CLIENTS WITH ANY QUES-

TIONS THAT THEY MAY HAVE ON THE STAFF GETTING CALLS RETURNED.
THANK YOU.

American Legion Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Mr. James C. Topps, Director

Patrick V. McNamara Federal Building Room 1210
477 Michigan Avenue Detroit, MI 48226

Office Phone – (313)-964-6640 or (313)-964-6641 Office Fax
(313)-964-5697

Cell Phone – (269)-312-2239 - e-mail – james.topps@va.gov –
toppsjamesc@yahoo.com

Monday thru Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

James C. Topps, Director – james.topps@va.gov
Erna LaBeau, Director’s Secretary – ernawati.labeau@va.gov

Lannie Thomas, Department Service Officer – lannie.thomas@va.gov
Robert Rasche, Department Service Officer – robert.rasche@va.gov 
Tripp Cantwell, Department Service Officer – tripp.cantwell@va.gov 

Suzette Price,  Department Service Officer – suzette.price@va.gov 
Chris Smirnes, Department Service Officer – christopher.smirnes@va.gov

James C. Topps
Director
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The Michigan Legion Veterans Service Office has
scheduled the 2012 Post Officer Training class in
Higgins Lake, MI.  Please use the registration form
below to make your reservations.  We will have spe-
cial speakers from the American Legion National
D.C. and Indianapolis Staff, the Detroit Regional
VA Office, the Saginaw VAMC, and Garth Wooten,

September 7-8-9
2012 Richard Morrison Higgins Lake Veterans

Advocacy & Post Service Officer Training 
President of the Michigan Association of County
Counselors’ will be working with our trainers this
year.

Whether you are a seasoned Post Service Officer
or a newly elected the classes will help you understand
the benefits our veterans have earned and how you can
help them begin the process of receiving benefits.  

By:  Tripp Cantwell

Shakespeare wrote numerous plays being forever
vigilent to his surrounding and widely held beliefs
of his day.  Had he lived in modern times how
might he view our military and the Veterans
Administration?  How might Hamlet’s soliloquy
go now?

To file, or not to file, that is the question:
Whether 'tis Nobler in the mind to suffer
The Slings and Arrows of Post Traumatic Stress,
Or to take Arms against a Sea of VA paperwork,
And by suffering them: to seek treatment, to dare
to sleep;
and by a sleep, to say we end
The heart-ache, and the thousand Natural shocks
That memory is heir to? 'Tis a consummation

VETERAN SERVICES ACCORDING TO HAMLET

of the Wounded Warrior Retreat program.  This will be a huge
asset and solve a missing piece to the project!  This year’s Junior
Auxiliary President, Chelsea Kovacs, made the ELMObility
Room her personal project.  This was a great honor and
thanks to her dedication, hard work and creativity The Juniors
raised the awareness of the ELMObility Room and collect-
ed well over $5000.00 worth of money and supplies for the
room to improve the welfare and morale of our military fam-
ilies.  Thank you so much Chelsea!   We are so proud and
grateful that you chose a cause near and dear to our hearts
to support this year.  Be sure to support the Juniors and lend
them our full support in all that they do!  The SAL also
stepped up to provide a large flat screen TV and DVD play-
er for the ELMObility Room once they learned we needed
them!  Incredible support!

I would like to Thank Commander Chatman for the
opportunity to serve the Department once again as Reconnect
Chair and for giving me such an outstanding group of vet-
erans to work with.  I would also like to thank our Department
Liaison, Denise Koets who always finds a way to make our
committee just a little bit better as well as Mark Sutton and
Roxanne Osga for their great support and hard work making
our Reconnect Committee page on the Department Website
a reality.  Last but not least, I would like to thank the entire
Legion Family for supporting our committee and its projects.
It truly is the efforts of the entire Legion Family that makes
everything possible!  Stay Tuned for more exciting events
this year!

STATE COMMITTEES
EVALUATE ‘12

PROGRAMS CONT.

Devoutly to be wished. To medicate,
To sleep, perchance to Dream; Ay, there's the rub,
For in that sleep, what dreams may come,
When we have shuffled through nightmares,
Must give us pause. There's the respect
that makes so long a life:
For who would bear the Whips and Scorns of
time,
Of life, of love, of honored service,
The VA’s wrong, the soldier’s rudeness,
The pangs of lost love and lost friends,
The law of delay, the insolence of academics, 
and the Spurns That patient merit of the unwor-
thy tasks,
When he himself might his Quietus make,
Seems met with doubt by doctor and nurse,
To grunt and sweat under a weary life,
But that the dread of something after death,

The undiscovered Country, from who
No Traveller returns,
Lowers one confidence, and breeds distrust,
And makes us rather bear those ills alone,
Then to fly to others that we know not of.
Thus fear does make Cowards of us all,
Perceiving inner demons scarier than their reali-
ty.
Be not veered from ones chosen path,
And lose the name of action.  File, file,
Seek soldiers and armor,
to slay the demons of your condition.
All the world is a stage,
And your curtain is still open.
The American Legion stands ready in the wings. 
To take Arms in your stead, to ease your sleep,
And in sleep know, you’re Not alone.
You have but to call (313) 964-6640.
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JUNIOR CONVENTION BROUGHT
A SUCCESSFUL YEAR TO A CLOSE

Darlene Jones, Junior Activities
Chairman

The end of the year is fast approach-
ing.  Junior Convention was a success
and I must thank everyone who helped
to make Honorary Junior President
Chelsea’s convention and her year a
success.  We would have loved to
have more juniors and hopefully next
year we will.  Past Department
Honorary Junior President Caitlin Keif
could not be at the convention
because she had the lead part in a
play (Little Abner) which I did go see
the weekend before, and it was awe-
some.  Caitlin sent in her national
report.  

This year’s junior special project was
the Elmobility Program. So far
Honorary Junior President  Chelsea
has raised $845.00. This does not
count the cost of the toys and items
donated to the Elmobility Room.  At
Winter Conference Gary Tanner had

the Elmobility room open and
Honorary Junior President Chelsea
along with the juniors came to help
celebrate Elmo’s Birthday.   This event
was attended by the National
Commander Fang Wong who had a
great time and even posted pictures on
the National page.

We have a lot of juniors who have
earned their Americanism patch.
Remember juniors to keep working
on the rest of your patches.  

The juniors had their elections and
our new junior officers are President
Alexus Champion, 1st Vice Alyssa
Champion, 2nd Vice Ciara Brown,
Chaplain Cassidy Kovacs and Historian
Sabrina Townes.  Alexus has chosen
Relay for Life as her special project.
The juniors will also be helping at the
stand downs and the MVF.  

Congratulations to this year’s Junior
Officers who are doing a great job
and to the new officers who I know

Give Your Gift of Time for 
Our Veterans

Jackie Skinner, VA&R Chairman
It is hard to believe that less than

half of the Units in Michigan filed a
VA&R year-end report this year.
Michigan has 283 Units, only 131
filed a report.

People just like you and me are
providing hundreds of hours of serv-
ices to our veterans. Without the
help of volunteers, the VA could not
provide the quality of healthcare it
offers America’s 30,000,000 veter-
ans. The gift of giving can make a real
difference to our nation’s heroes.

Adult and student  (14 years old
plus) volunteers experience meaning-
ful assignments throughout the med-
ical centers as well as in satellite
and community outreach locations.
The VA seems to be changing almost
daily and volunteer opportunities
are plentiful.

The rewards are, borrowing the

words of Dr. Martin Luther King as he
accepted the Nobel Peace PriZe in
1964; “moments of unutterable ful-
fillment which cannot be complete-
ly explained by words. Their mean-
ings can only be articulate by the
inaudible language of the heart.”

All volunteer come bearing the
greatest gift of all—themselves! If
you are not already a volunteer,
won’t you please consider giving the
gift of time to our Veterans?

Do you know that VAVS operates
the largest volunteer program in the
Federal Government, supplement-
ing staff and resources in all areas of
patient care and support in order to
serve our nation’s veterans and their
families with dignity and compas-
sion?

Our volunteers are priceless!
Many thanks to all who have give a
gift of time.

SAL Commander Dwaine Verville, Honorary Junior President Chelsea Kovacs, President Carrie Bowerman, and
Commander Dick Chatman giving greetings at the 2012 Junior Convention

Junior officers conducting business during the 2012 Junior Convention.2012-13 Honorary Junior Officers for the department of Michigan.

Detachment Commander Dwaine Verville, President Carrie Bowerman,
and Commander Dick Chatman enjoying each other’s company at the

Tulip Festival in Holland.
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Greetings from the Second District

4th DISTRICT WORKING HARD
TO MAKE THEIR GOALS

Donna Mapes, 4th District
President

Greetings from the Fourth
District. We have 28 Units in our
District and 8 of them are at goal
or over with several more very
close.

We have been collecting items
for the “Elmobility Room” and
“Toasty Toes.”

Our goal this year is to renew all
of our current members but it is
getting harder to do because they
are passing away. We are working
on new members also. The Fourth
District is composed of 28 Units

from small rural communities. The
membership ranges from as low as
14 to 299. We cover the area from
the coast of Lake Michigan to
Colon at the east edge of St. Joseph
County and from the state line to
Dorr in Allegan County. We hold 5
District meetings a year and most
of our Post and Units are repre-
sented.

I was able to attend the Christmas
workshop in Battle Creek for the
first time in all my years in the
Auxiliary and I enjoyed it very
much. Retirement does have its
perks.

Mabel Midgett, 
2nd District President

Serving as the President of the
Second District this past year has been
such a learning and rewarding oppor-
tunity.  I have had the greatest sup-
port, advice, and directions from past
Officers, current Unit members, and
the Department Staff.  Thanks All.

Visiting the Units within the District
has provided me with such pride and
understanding.  All have shared their
challenges and their accomplishments.
Within the District, Units have experi-
enced several challenges:  potential
Charter removals, building sales, ill-
ness/death of officers, community dis-
asters (Dexter), deployments, and
membership issues.  

Like many Units throughout the
Nation, Second District Units struggle
with meeting the membership goals.
Not only are Units challenged with
maintaining membership counts, we all
searching for ways to enroll new mem-
bers. One of the topics during each
District Meeting, and Unit visit meet-
ings, is to take time to discuss/share
ways that Units may meet/increase the
Membership goals; many Members
have reported appreciation for such
open discussions. 

It is with great pride that I work with
the Second District Units; as I visit
with the Units, I am continually
amazed to share how active and sup-
portive the Units are to the ALA
Mission.  Units are so involved in many
projects/activities that support Veterans
and their families.  Most of the Units
are supportive of Department Projects
(Homeless Vets (State Commander’s)

DISTRICT 1 CONTINUES 
TO BE ACTIVE

Mabel Midgett, 
Acting District President

Greetings from the 1st District!
Many thanks to those who sent

cards, letters or made a call to Anna

and National Veterans Creative Arts
Festival (President’s)); donations were
generated by holding numerous fund
raising events (dinners, raffles, sales).
Numerous hours are spent in Volunteer
activities: Christmas Gift Shop-Ann
Arbor VA Medical Center; military care
packages; home/service center visits to
Veterans (and/or their families); sup-
porting local communities (blood
drives, Holiday events, food banks,
decorating gravesites,
participating/leading parades, etc.);
donating goods/services to local and
state military service centers; and,  sup-
porting Unit functions (special events,
funeral services, etc.)  I am continual-
ly surprised, and very proud, of the
Unit Members within the Second
District for their support of our
Mission/Goals.

I will admit I struggled (so many
deserving needs/projects) with what
was to be ‘My Special Project’; how-
ever, once I evaluated many, I chose to
support JR ROTC programs.  I have
had the privilege this past year to work
with the Air Force JR ROTC program at
the Ypsilanti High School to provide
monetary support for their many needs
(flags, uniforms, educational, etc.).
Being able to support our youth in a
positive venue is so rewarding; and I
thank all Units for their support. 

Working with the Second District
Units has been a rewarding opportu-
nity and I look forward to continued
opportunities to share energy/commu-
nications/events.  The Second District
Unit Members are so dedicated to the
ALA Mission and they are a pleasure
to work with; I am so proud of All.

Proud to Serve.

Flowers. Her family is grateful.
We as a district continue to be

active. Do you know how to hustle
(line dance)? We do! Classes every
Saturday at Beaudry Post are keep-
ing us in shape.

Joe Louis at 3735 have some
interesting trips scheduled and the
rest of our units are moving along.
As I write this article. We are look-
ing forward to department presi-
dent Carrie’s visit to our
memorial/meeting on May 7, 2012
held at Joe Louis Post 375.

It is regrettable that I must serve
due to these circumstances, but I
thank our president and my sisters
in the first district for trusting me in
this position.

Order Your Shirt Today!

G
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Dwaine Verville, 
SAL Detachment Cmdr.

With this being my last
article as Detachment
Commander I would
like to say how honored I

am to serve as Commander. I tried to
represent the Sons and the Legion
Family with the respect due them.

Over the course of the year several
issues came up, some between SAL
members, and some between
squadrons and posts. We know these
are not unique to this year or this
Detachment. As Commander I would
like to address some of the issues.         

Having been a Detachment Officer
for nearly 20 years it is easy to forget
what it is like to be a new member or a
member of a squadron which does not
have much history. Possibly the mem-
ber that creates a problem just does not
know the proper procedure or the
chain of command. It is the senior
member’s responsibility to explain to
them where to find the information.
Most problems can be handled at the
squadron/post level. 

The members need to remember
why the Sons were founded. We were
founded to assist The American Legion
in its programs, which involves sup-
port for veterans and their fami-
lies, promoting patriotism and
Americanism and promoting
programs which benefit the
youth of our country.    

If a problem arises, the first place to
try to resolve any issue is at the
Squadron or POST LEVEL. Please do
not notify Department or National as
they will refer it back to the Post level.
The problem can usually be resolved by

THANK YOU LEGION FAMILY

SONS OF THE AMERICAN
LEGION REMEMBER THE
CHAIN OF COMMAND 

By Lou Scott, SAL Detachment Judge Advocate

1. Squadron Commander

2. Squadron Advisor / Sponsoring American Legion Post Member

3. American Legion Post Commander / Sponsoring American Legion Post

4. Sons of The American Legion District Executive Committee

5. Sons of The American Legion District Commander

6. American Legion District Advisor / Sponsoring American Legion District
Member

7. Sons of the American Legion Detachment Vice Commander / Zone
Commander

8. Sons of The American Legion Detachment Commander

9. Detachment Advisor / American Legion Department Member

Just as our forefathers set forth our Constitution and Bill of Rights in order for
the proper formation, regulation and operation of our form government, we to must
endeavor to always study and practice such to the utmost of our abilities.

My fellow members, if we do not follow the chain of command, we are surely
doomed to fail in our endeavors.  The operation of any organization or business,
no matter how large or small, depends upon the following of its own proper rules
of governance.  Our ignorance of such will prove our undoing, and most assured-
ly will cause an end to our great organization.

Just as I myself dedicate my membership to honor my Father, Uncles and Cousins
for their military service to our great Nation, please join with me in dedicating our
service to the Sons of The American Legion for God and Country!

talking things over as adults. The full
Chain of Command can be found in
the Judge Advocates article. 

Some may not realize that the Sons
were founded in 1932 and many SAL
members are veterans who served in
the military. To be eligible you must be
a male dependent of a Legion member
or a veteran who served during the eli-
gibility dates and is deceased. A person
becomes eligible the day they are born.
Being a dual member is encouraged if
possible. The S.A.L. does not have a
P.U.F.L.[ paid up for life] though some
squadrons do have an Honorary Life
Membership which is not transferable
to another squadron. 

As a program of The Legion, only a
post can charter a new squadron. After
the post decides to start a squadron
they can contact any Detachment
Officer and they will assist the post offi-
cers and help them thru the process.
Two new squadrons were chartered this
past year alone.

The reasons for joining are varied,
respect for our fathers , mothers or
grandparents who are veterans, ability
to work with people for a noble cause or
maybe because a friend belongs.
Membership is also a way to forge life-
long friendships with people who share
common interests. Nationally member-
ship stands at about 330,000 with the
Detachment of Michigan at 21,000. As
with any organization membership is a
key objective. The theme this past year
has been Recruit, Renew and
Reinstate.

We know there will always be issues
in any organization but by respecting
the other persons opinion and not
allowing small problems to grow we will
continue to grow.

18th District Tour November 2011 U.P. Mid-Winter Tour
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U.P. HOSTS LEGISLATIVE
RECEPTION

IRON MOUNTAIN, MI – The week of April 26th-April 28th, 2012
was a busy time for several Michigan legislators.  Representative Matt
Huuki, Ed McBroom, and House DMVA Committee Chairman Ray
Franz, along with Senior Director Jason Allen of the Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs made several stops in the Western Side of
the Upper Peninsula to hold veteran town hall meetings.  It gave veter-
ans in the area to voice their concerns issues affecting the veterans and
for the Representatives to meet and learn more about the veterans they
represent.  

On Saturday April 28th, 2012 American Legion Post 50 held a leg-
islative reception dinner for the visiting representatives; they were
joined by US Representative Dan Benishek and Michigan Senator Tom
Casperson.  

Legionnaire Frank Goodreau and member of Post 50 was awarded
a 60 years of membership certificate.  Frank was also one of the origi-
nal attendees at the first Michigan Boys State in 1938.

Thank you to all of the veterans and representatives who came out
to voice and listen to veteran concerns.

DETROIT TIGER 
TICKETS

Veterans Night at Comerica
July 16th, 2012

LA Dodges Vs. Detroit Tigers

Deadline to order tickets June 16th
Tickets are $25 each, order form is at: 

www.michiganlegion.org/fyi

Jason Allen, Senior Director of Military and Veteran Affairs with several Legionnaires.

L-R: Rep. Ed McBroom, Sen. Tom Casperson, U.S. Rep. Dan Benishek, Frank Goodreau,
Rep. Matt Huuki, and VAMC Jim Rice, Director



WWWWWW..MMIICCHHIIGGAANNLLEEGGIIOONN..OORRGG | MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE |  June 2012  | 19

PRIVATE
COLLECTOR 

BUYING
German, Japanese, U.S.
military items from all
wars. Top cash paid for

Airborne, Aviation, Pilot,
Seal, Special Forces, OSS,

Ranger, Marine items. Also
German medals, daggers,
swords, guns, personality
items  and billion flags.

Also Japanese swords, hel-
mets and guns.

Call for top cash offer
Combat wounded vet

James Leslie (member),
1217 Griswold St., 

Port Huron, MI 48060
(810) 982-4203 IRJ

SSAAFFEE MMOONNEEYY!!  
8% Annuity Yr 1

3% Lifetime Minimum Guarantee
WWhhyy sseett tt llee ffoorr  lleessss iinn aa BBaannkk CCDD??

FREE CONSULTATIONS
880000--772200--44114422

Retirement / Ins / Investment Planning
Final Expense Insurance

Biblical Based Investments

P.J. Harper, RIA, CSA, Registered
Investment Advisor, National Association

of Christian Financial Consultants
Member, Legion Member

www.harper-enterprises.com
Manchester, MI

"The contents of advertisements which appear
in the Legionnaire are solely the responsibility
of the advertisers.  Appearance of any advertise-
ment in the Legionnaire does not constitute
either a recommendation, nor an endorsement
of the goods and services offered therein."
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WAR RELICS
WANTED

Private collector paying
top dollar for daggers,
swords, medals, uni-

forms, etc. Call or write:
William Harbowy (Life

Member)
7247 Weddel Street, Taylor,

MI 48180
(313) 386-2384 IRJ

THE RESUME

THE MOST IMPORTANT COMPONENT…YOU!
By Julie Mann

Have you ever
gone on a trip out-
side of the United
States?  If you have,
you know the vast
amount of prepara-
tion, research, think-
ing and planning it

takes!  But why?  Why do you take the
time to complete the required tasks such
as getting a passport and immunizations?
Because you have to if you want to go!
And why do you research the country
where you will be visiting?  Why do you
put so much thought into packing?
Surely because you want to be prepared
as possible and have knowledge of your
destination and have the best time pos-
sible!  Right??

You see, this article is being written the
day before leaving for a trip which has
been in the works for a over a year and
tomorrow, it’s off to South Africa!  So my
understanding of the first paragraph is
intimate!!

So what does all this have to do with

a good resume? Because your resume is
something in today’s job seeking market
that is required to get where you want to
go, to your next job.  Because your resume
is a reflection of all the preparation,
research, thinking and planning you have
done so you can get the best job possible!
(Next newsletter = the Interview!)  Your
resume is usually the first way that a
prospective employer “sees” you so it has
to be good!  A few general tips…

General Resume Structure. If you have
downloaded the Word template and sim-
ply changed the data to reflect your infor-
mation – change it!  Most recruiters know
this template and therefore quickly know
you put minimal effort into your prepa-
ration.  Research different formats and
spend some time on how your resume
looks.  And yes, by the way,….typos are
STILL a bad thing!  With today’s software
capabilities, you would think typos would
be non-existent…but surprisingly, they
aren’t!

The How vs. The What.
When writing resume nar-
rative, most people tend to
talk only about ‘The What’.

WELCOME TO RIDING
SEASON COMRADES

By Jim Austin

Downriver Legion Riders are putting
together a all Legion Rider bike show on
Saturday July 28th, 2012. Everybody is
welcome come on out this could turn out
to be like a State Legion Rider party and I
will be getting more information out to
our Liaisons. Congratulations to all
Legion Riders that were elected at their

post levels.  Everyone knows riders are “can do type people” and
that it's to everyone’s advantage to be involved in the operations of
their posts. Remember that as veterans and Legion Family members
we have no problem doing our share. If you were appointed District
Liaison please contact me so I can update our lists for the Department
Commander, email me at jaustin1961@hotmail.com. Enough for
now ride free and remember ride safe whether you choose to ride with
or without a helmet. 

Tentative Legacy Run to Michigan

On the second day, August 22nd, 2012, the Run will contin-
ue along Route 2 along the coast of Lake Erie towards, Toledo,
Ohio, turning north on I-75 for a lunch stop at the American
Legion Riders Founding chapter and post, Post 396 in Garden
City, Michigan.  From Garden City the Commander’s Ride will
continue to Coldwater/Quincy, Michigan, for an evening event
hosted by the Riders and Legion Family of Post 157, Quincy,
Michigan.  

BBUUYYIINNGG
SSttaammpp && CCoovveerr

CCooll lleecctt iioonnss
Call or write:

WWeess lleeyy  AA..  KKeenntt
(Member)

1410 Hillcrest NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

(616) 791-2243

WANTED 

l Old Fising Tackle 
l Small Outboard Motors (1-5 H.P.) 
l Successful Dear Hunter Lincenses

l Bag Tags
l Hunting Badges

Please call Bill Wazelle at 
1-734-728-7313

Need Flags?
visit:

emblem.legion.org

Classifieds

They describe ‘what’ they did and don’t
talk about ‘how’ the work was done.  For
example:

Provided administrative support.  
(The What)

vs
Provided administrative support

(The What) by preparing correspon-
dence, receiving visitors, and schedul-

ing meetings.  (The How)
Lead with Your Best Foot. People always
ask, “What should I put first on my
resume?”  And the answer always is,…”It
depends!”  If you do not have much expe-
rience, then your ‘best foot’ may be your
formal education, so lead with educa-
tion.  If you have great work experience,
lead with that!  Remember though what
makes you unique is The Most Important
Component…You!  So leading with a
“Profile” section that lists your unique
traits (Detail Oriented, Innovative, Great
Communicator, etc) in my opinion, is
EVERYONE’s best foot because it is what
makes You…You!

So, there you have it…your resume is
your personal marketing/branding tool.
It’s your story about you and yes, they can
be difficult to write because it’s not nat-
ural for most of us to ‘brag’ about our-
selves.  But a resume well done, is required
in today’s job market, makes your ‘trip’
easier, and will get you to your final des-
tination - your next job! 

African Greeting!  Julie

Julie Mann is the CEO & President of
JMann Consulting Group, The Rock Star Factory
and newly launched Company, RockStar Verified.
The Rock Star Factory is a professional place-
ment firm specializing in matching companies with
rock star quality employees, while JMann
Consulting Group provides on-call HR Manager
services for small & medium sized businesses.
RockStar Verified provides candidate employ-
ment/skills verification services for both job seek-
ers and employers.

Offices are located downtown at 216 N.
Chestnut Street and Julie can be contacted at
517.507.7568 or via email at julie@jman-
nconsultinggroup.com.

Honorably Discharged
Veterans

The Camp Curnalia Cottage
Owner Association is a commu-

nity established for Veterans
who have received an honor-

able discharge from any branch
of the United States Armed

Forces.
All residents share access to

the sandy beaches located on
the northern shore of  beautiful

Higgins Lake in Northern
Michigan. You would love call-
ing this your vacation retreat or

even your primary home.
For more information about cot-
tages for sale in this Veterans
Community call 989-390-4208

or Visit: www.campcurnalia.com  
Camp Curnalia Cottage

Owners Association P.O. Box
462 Higgins Lake, Michigan

48627-0462



AL Post 32 Legionnaire (Chair of the Poppy Drive)
Beverly List presents George of George’s Senate

Restaurant in Livonia, MI a Poppy.  Thank you George
for helping support the programs of the American

Legion and Michigan Veterans.

Around the State...

ALA Department President Carrie Bowerman
presents a Certificate of Appreciation for out-
standing service in Americanism and a Plaque for
Patriotism for outstanding support, continual
service and dedication to the community and to
our veterans to Jane Dady at the District 10
meeting.

State Commander Richard Chatman prepares to ride in the Holland Michigan Tulip
Festival Parade.

Legionnaires of the Hannon-Colvan American Legion Post 180 in Hudson,
MI presented flags to all of the Hudson Area Schools First Graders at
Lincoln Elementary School on Tuesday May 8th.  
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AL Post #28 Officers, Ron Bauer, Ed Dekoekoek, Dave Carson, and Past Post Cmdr
Dave MacKellar presented a “Special Commendation Award” to U.S. Army (Ret.)
Colonel L. Bryan Shelburne, for his military service as conductor of the USA Band

“Pershing’s Own” during the Lakeshore Big Band Friday May 4th, 2012.

Steve Stevens of AL Post #14 meets the Department
Commander Richard Chatman and National Commander

Fang Wong at the 2012 Winter Convention.

Members of the Genesee County Convention Committee
present awards to the Holiday Inn, Flint GM Randell

Richmond and J Porters Restaurant Supervisor Monica
Krist, for their outstanding service and support during

the 2012 Department Winter Meeting.

Hannon-Colvin Post 180 Post Commander Robert
Rathburn presents Bud Fowler his 50 Years mem-
bership certificate from our National Commander

Fang Wong. 


