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PROMINENT GRADUATES OF AMERICAN LEGION BOYS STATE 
 
STATE NAME CAREER 
   

AK Loren Leman Alaska Lt. Governor 
AR William J. Clinton U.S. President, Arkansas Governor (Boys Nation) 
AR Fred Akers Head Football Coach – WY, TX, Purdue 
AZ Bruce Babbitt AZ Governor, Sec of Interior 1993-2001 
AZ Fred DuVal Clinton Advisor; Chief of Protocol  
AZ Jim Shumway AZ Secretary of State 
CA Gaddi Vasquez Director, US Peace Corps 
CT Joseph Lieberman U.S. Senator (Boys Nation) 
CT Bill O’Neill Former Governor of CT 
DE Joseph R Biden III (Beau) DE Attorney General (Boys Nation) 
DE John DiLeuterio Chief of Staff Sen. Biden’s Office (Boys Nation) 
GA Sam Nunn Former U.S. Senator 
GA Robert S. Turner Past Nat’l Commander – American Legion 
GA Gyneth Waldron Originated “Dukes of Hazzard” TV/Movie Writer 
IL Roger Ebert Pulitzer Prize Winner – Movie Critic 
IL Jim Peters Author – “Arlington National Cemetery” 
IN Richard Lugar U.S. Senator 
IN Mitchell Daniels IN Governor 
IA Terry Branstadt Former Governor of IA 
IA Michael Johanns Ag Secretary; Former NE Governor 
KS John Carlin Former Governor of KS; Nat’l Archivist 
KS Delano Lewis Former Ambassador to South Africa 
KY Julian M. Carroll Former Governor of KY 
MA Michael Dukakis MA Governor/Presidential Candidate 
MD Dilip Paliath Governor’s Legislative Assistant 
MD Sean Fahey Rhodes Scholar, U.S. Naval Academy 
MD Lt. Cdr. Patrick McClanahan White House Fellow 
MI Peter McPherson President, Michigan State University 
MS Trent Lott U.S. Senator 
MO Rush Limbaugh Journalist, Author 
MO Stan Kroenke Owner of professional sports teams 
MO Robert Holden Governor of Missouri 
MO Thomas Plaskett Former President of American Airlines, Continental 

Airlines, and Pan Am Airlines 
MT Max Baucus U.S. Senator (Boys Nation) 
ND Phil Jackson Coach of NBA Chicago and LA teams 
ND John Hoven Governor of North Dakota 
NE MG Roger Lempke Adjutant General, Mil. Dept. of Nebraska 
NE Dave Heineman Lt. Governor of Nebraska 
NE Jon Bruning Nebraska Attorney General 
NE Ben Nelson U.S. Senator; Former Governor of Nebraska 
NC James Hunt Former Governor of NC 
NC Michael Jordan Professional Athlete 
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NC Richard Riley NC Governor/Secretary of Education 
NJ Robert Menendez U.S. Senator 
NJ Christopher Christie U.S. Attorney (Boys Nation) 
NJ Samuel Alito Associate Justice, U.S. Supreme Court 
NJ Rob Andrews Member of House of Representatives 
NJ Jon Bon Jovi Rock Star 
NJ James Bracchitta Actor 
NY George Pataki Governor of NY 
NY Dr. Nick Sallese Renowned Professor at St. John’s Univ. 
OH Neil Armstrong Astronaut – First to walk on the moon 
OH Michael Oxley U.S. Congressman – Ohio 
OH Thomas Moyer Chief Justice – Ohio Supreme Court 
OH Lt. Col. Carl Walz NASA Astronaut – Int’l Space Station 
OH Col. Terence Henricks NASA Astronaut 
OH Dr. Michael Gearnhart NASA Astronaut 
OH Paul Gilmore U.S. Congressman – Ohio 
OH Gregory Johnson U.S. Air Force Colonel.  NASA Astronaut.  Space 

Shuttle command Pilot for the STS-123 shuttle 
mission, a 16 day mission to the International Space 
Station 

OH Major David Moreland U.S. Air Force Major.  Three year tour as Maintenance 
Officer of the Air force “Thunderbirds”.  Recently 
appointed as the Aide-De-Camp for the SAF Chief of 
Staff with the Joint Chiefs of Staff at the Pentagon. 

OH Darrin Blackford U.S. Secret Service Agent.  Member of the 
Presidential Protection details for Presidents Clinton 
and George W. Bush. 

OH Richard Cordray Current Ohio State Treasurer.  Was also a former 
contestant on the television show “Jeopardy” 

OH Roger Ailes Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of FOX News 
Channel 

SC Richard Riley Former Gov and Sec of Educ. (Clinton) 
SC Joe Riley Mayor of Charleston, SC 
SC Lonnie Holiday NFL Player (Packers and Broncos) 
SD Tom Brokow NBC News Anchor 
SD Tom Daschle Former Senate Minority Leader 
TN Lamar Alexander Former Governor and U.S. Senator 
TX Alan Keyes Presidential Candidate; talk show host 
VA Carroll Dale Former NFL Player - Superbowl 
WA Randy Revelle Former Lt. Gov. of Washington 
WI Thomas E. Petri U.S. Congressman – Wisconsin 
WI Scott Walker Milwaukee County Executive; State Rep 
WI William Steiger US Congressman 
WI Al Jarreau Award Winning Singer and Entertainer 
WV Bob wise Former U.S. Congressman and Governor of WV 
WY Richard Cheney U.S. Vice President/Congressman 
 


