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DRAFT 1
SUBSTI TUTE FOR
SENATE BI LL NO. 250

A bill to make appropriations for the departnent of mlitary
and veterans affairs for the fiscal year ending Septenber 30, 2010;
to provide for the expenditure of the appropriations; to provide
for certain powers and duties of the departnment of mlitary and
veterans affairs, other state agencies, and |local units of
government related to the appropriations; and to provide for the
preparation of certain reports related to the appropriations.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CH GAN ENACT
PART 1
LI NE- | TEM APPROPRI ATI ONS

Sec. 101. Subject to the conditions set forth in this act, the

anounts listed in this part are appropriated for the departnment of

mlitary and veterans affairs for the fiscal year ending Septenber
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30, 2010, fromthe funds indicated in this part. The following is a

summary of the appropriations in this part:
DEPARTMENT OF M LI TARY AND VETERANS AFFAI RS
APPROPRI ATI ON SUMVARY
Ful I -time equated unclassified positions......... 7.0
Full -time equated classified positions......... 985.0
CGROSS APPROPRI ATION. . ..o e e e
I nterdepartnental grant revenues:
Total interdepartnmental grants and intradepartnental
transfers. ... ..
ADJUSTED GROSS APPROPRIATION. . ... . e
Feder al revenues:
Total federal revenues......... ... .. . .. .. ..
Speci al revenue funds:
Total local revenues........ ... .. .. ...
Total private revenues . ............ e,
Total other state restricted revenues ................
State general fund/general purpose...................
Sec. 102. HEADQUARTERS AND ARMORI ES
Ful I -time equated unclassified positions......... 7.0
Full -time equated classified positions......... 125.0
Headquarters and arnories--85.0 FTE positions ........
Unclassified mlitary personnel ......................
Mlitary appeals tribunal ........... ... ... ... .......
M chi gan energency volunteers ........................
State active duty....... ... .. . . e

Chal | enge program-40.0 FTE positions ................

149, 211, 500

1, 686, 500

147, 525, 000

77,347, 300

1, 295, 100
1,471, 200

27,924, 200
39, 487, 200

10, 988, 900
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Homel and security ......... .. ...
Mlitary famly relief fund......... ... .. .. .. ... .. ...
GROSS APPROPRI ATION. . ..o e
Appropriated from
IDG challenge grant ............ ... . ... . . . . ..
IDG comrunity health.......... ... .. ... ... .. .. .. .....
IDG state police........ ... ... i
DG humBn ServicCesS .. ... ... ...

Feder al revenues:

Speci al revenue funds:
Local -school aid fund.......... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
Rental fees..... ... ... .
Macki nac Bridge authority........... ... ... ... .......
Private donations........... ... ...
Mlitary famly relief fund........... ... ... .........
Private-parent pay revenue . .............uouuuunuennn..
State general fund/general purpose...................

Sec. 103. M LITARY TRAI NI NG SI TES AND SUPPORT

FACI LI TI ES

Full -time equated classified positions......... 181.0
Mlitary training sites and support

facilities--181.0 FTE positions.....................
Mlitary training sites and support facilities test

ProOj BCE S, . it e

GROSS APPROPRIATION. ... e

Appropriated from

1, 000, 000
600, 000

18, 096, 900

262, 100
100, 000
900, 000
424, 400

5,747, 200

1, 295, 100
346, 400
70, 000
826, 800
600, 000
104, 400
7,420, 500

25, 165, 100

100, 000

25, 265, 100
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Feder al revenues:

DOD- DOA- NGB. . . .o 23,

Speci al revenue funds:

139, 400

Test project fees. ... ... . 100, 000
State general fund/general purpose................... $ 2,025, 700

Sec. 104. DEPARTMENTW DE APPROPRI ATI ONS
Departmentwide accounts ............... ... $ 1, 946, 500
Special maintenance - state.......................... 651, 200
Speci al maintenance - federal ........................ 5, 300, 000
Mlitary retirement ........... .. .. . .. 3,407, 800
Counter narcotic operations .................cuiuuu... 50, 000
Starbase grant ......... ... .. 2,322,000
GROSS APPROPRIATION. . ..o e e $ 13, 677, 500

Appropriated from

Feder al revenues:
DOD DOA- NGB . . . ittt e e e e 9, 288, 100
Federal counternarcotic revenues ..................... 50, 000
State general fund/general purpose................... $ 4, 339, 400

Sec. 106. GRAND RAPI DS VETERANS' HOVE

Full -time equated classified positions......... 513.0
Grand Rapi ds veterans' home--513.0 FTE positions ..... $ 49,717, 300
Board of managers............ . .. .. .. 665, 000
CGROSS APPROPRI ATION. ... e e e $ 50, 382, 300

Appropriated from

Federal revenues:
DVA- VHA . 15, 862, 600
HHS, Medicaid. ... ... .. e 157, 300
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HHS, Medicare. .. ... e
Speci al revenue funds:
Private - veterans' honme post and posthunmous funds ...
Income and assSesSmeNntS ... ...........uiiiiinennnnn.
Mlitary famly relief fund..........................
Lease IreVvVeNUE . . ... ... e e
State general fund/general purpose...................
Sec. 107. D.J. JACOBETTI VETERANS HOVE
Full -time equated classified positions......... 158.0
D.J. Jacobetti veterans' hone--158.0 FTE positions ...
Board of managers............ . .. .. ..
GROSS APPROPRI ATION. ... e e e
Appropriated from

Feder al revenues:

HHS, Medicare. .. ... .. e
HHS, Medicaid. . ... ... .. e
Speci al revenue funds:
Private - veterans' home post and posthunous funds ...
Mlitary famly relief fund..........................
Income and asSeSSMBNtS ... ...ttt
State general fund/general purpose...................
Sec. 108. VETERANS' AFFAI RS DI RECTORATE
Full -time equated classified positions........... 8.0
Veterans' affairs directorate admnistration--2.0
FTE pPOSi tiONS. ... e e e e e e

Veterans' trust fund adm nistration--6.0 FTE

2,452,700

415, 000

15, 304, 700

250, 000
12, 200

15, 927, 800

15, 956, 100

275, 000

16, 231, 100
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POSI LI ONS. . oo 1, 251, 500
Grants for veterans benefits counseling.............. 4,029, 600
Veterans' trust fund grants............. ... .. ....... 3, 746, 500
GROSS APPROPRI ATION. . .. e e e $ 9, 304, 300

Appropriated from
Speci al revenue funds:
M chigan veterans' trust fund........................ 4,998, 000
State general fund/general purpose................... $ 4, 306, 300
Sec. 109. | NFORVATI ON TECHNOLOGY
I nformation technol ogy services and projects ......... $ 1, 254, 300

GROSS APPROPRIATION. ... e $ 1, 254, 300

Appropriated from

Feder al revenues:

DOD- DOA- NGB . . . . o e e e e 123, 900
DVA- VHA . . . 339, 000
HHS, Medicare. .. ... ... .. e s, 10, 000

Speci al revenue funds:
Income and asSesSMeNtS . ... ... ... 351, 800
State general fund/general purpose................... $ 429, 600
Sec. 110. CAPI TAL QUTLAY
Speci al mai nt enance, renodeling and additions ........ $ 15, 000, 000

GROSS APPROPRIATION. ... e $ 15, 000, 000

Appropriated from
Feder al revenues:
DOD DOA- NGB . . . ottt e e e 15, 000, 000
Speci al revenue funds:

State general fund/general purpose................... $ 0
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PART 2
PROVI SI ONS CONCERNI NG APPROPRI ATl ONS
GENERAL SECTI ONS

Sec. 201. Pursuant to section 30 of article I X of the state
constitution of 1963, total state spending from state resources
under part 1 for fiscal year 2009-2010 is $67, 411, 400. 00 and state
spending fromstate resources to be paid to local units of
governnent for fiscal year 2009-2010 is $120,000.00. The item zed
stat ement below identifies appropriations fromwhich spending to
| ocal units of governnent will occur:

DEPARTMENT OF M LI TARY AND VETERANS AFFAI RS
M LI TARY TRAI NI NG SI TES AND SUPPCRT FACI LI TI ES

Payments in lieu of taxes............ ... ... .......... $ 70, 000

M CHI GAN VETERANS' TRUST FUND

County counsel or education and training expenses ..... $ 50, 000

TOT AL . $ 120, 000

Sec. 202. The appropriations authorized under this act are
subj ect to the managenent and budget act, 1984 PA 431, MCL 18.1101
to 18.1594.

Sec. 203. As used in this act:

(a) "Departnent" neans the departnent of mlitary and veterans
affairs.

(b) "Director” neans the director of the departnent of
mlitary and veterans affairs.

(c) "DOD' nmeans the United States departnment of defense.
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(d) "DOD DOA- NGB'" neans the DOD departnent of the arny,
nati onal guard bureau.

(e) "DVA'" neans the United States departnent of veterans'
affairs.

(f) "DVA-VHA" neans the DVA veterans' health adm nistration

(g) "FTE" means full-tinme equated.

(h) "HHS'" nmeans the United States departnment of health and
human servi ces.

(i) "IDG'" means interdepartnental grant.

Sec. 204. The departnment of civil service shall bill the
departnments and agencies at the end of the first fiscal quarter for
the 1% charge authorized by section 5 of article XI of the state
constitution of 1963. Paynents shall be nade for the total anount
of the billing by the end of the second fiscal quarter.

Sec. 205. (1) A hiring freeze is inposed on the state
classified civil service. State departnments and agencies are
prohibited fromhiring any new full-time state classified civil
servi ce enpl oyees and prohibited fromfilling any vacant state
classified civil service positions. This hiring freeze does not
apply to internal transfers of classified enployees from1 position
to another within a departnent.

(2) The state budget director may grant exceptions to this
hiring freeze when the state budget director believes that the
hiring freeze will result in rendering a state departnent or agency
unabl e to deliver basic services, causes |oss of revenue to the
state, would result in the inability of the state to receive

federal funds, or would necessitate additional expenditures that
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exceed any savings from nai ntaining a vacancy. The state budget
director shall report quarterly to the chairpersons of the senate
and house of representatives standing conmittees on appropriations
t he nunber of exceptions to the hiring freeze approved during the
previous quarter and the reasons to justify the exception.

Sec. 208. Unless otherw se specified, the departnent shall use
the Internet to fulfill the reporting requirenents of this act.
This requirenent may include transm ssion of reports via electronic
mail to the recipients identified for each reporting requirenent or
it may include placenment of reports on an Internet or Intranet
site.

Sec. 209. Funds appropriated in part 1 shall not be used for
t he purchase of foreign goods or services, or both, if
conpetitively priced and of conparable quality Anerican goods or
services, or both, are available. Preference should be given to
goods or services, or both, manufactured or provided by M chigan
busi nesses, if they are conpetitively priced and of conparable
gquality. In addition, preference should be given to goods or
services, or both, that are nmanufactured or provided by M chigan
busi nesses owned and operated by veterans, if they are
conpetitively priced and of conparable quality.

Sec. 210. The director of each departnent receiving
appropriations in part 1 shall take all reasonable steps to ensure
busi nesses in deprived and depressed communities conpete for and
performcontracts to provide services or supplies, or both. Each
director shall strongly encourage firnms with which the departnent

contracts to subcontract with certified businesses in depressed and
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deprived comunities for services, supplies, or both.

Sec. 211. The departnents and agenci es receivVving
appropriations in part 1 shall receive and retain copies of al
reports funded from appropriations in part 1. The departnent shal
follow all federal guidelines and state |aws regarding short-term
and long-termretention of records.

Sec. 212. (1) O the funds appropriated in part 1 for mlitary
training sites and support facilities, there shall be established a
M chi gan national guard educati on assi stance program Di sbursenents
to the educational assistance program shall not exceed $750, 000. 00
wi t hout | egislative approval. Under the program a nenber of the
national guard who is in active service and who enrolls as a full-
or part-tinme student at a public or private state coll ege or
university may be eligible to receive up to an equival ent of 50% of
the total cost of tuition not to exceed $2,000.00, as education
assi stance, in any academ c year.

(2) As used in this section, an eligible person neans a nenber
of the Mchigan national guard who is in active service, as defined
in section 105 of the Mchigan mlitary act, 1967 PA 150, MCL
32.505. An eligible person does not include a nenber of the
M chi gan national guard or air national guard who is absent wi thout
| eave or who is under charges as described in the Mchigan code of
mlitary justice of 1980, 1980 PA 523, MCL 32.1001 to 32.1148.

(3) The departnent of military and veterans affairs, office of
t he adj utant general shall adm nister the education assistance
program and prescribe forns and procedures to effectively carry out

t he educati on assi stance program
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(4) An eligible person shall apply to the departnent of
mlitary and veterans affairs, office of the adjutant general for
educati on assi stance and shall provide evidence of attendance and
conpletion of the course of study with a grade of at least 2.0 on a
4.0 scale, or its equivalent. The adjutant general shall approve
the application for reinbursenent if the applicant neets the
definition of an eligible person under subsection (2) and ot her
criteria as established by the adjutant general.

(5) The education assistance program applies to any course of
instruction that is included in an associ ate, undergraduate, or
post gr aduat e degree program offered by a college or university of
this state.

(6) The education assistance program applies to an eligible
person notw t hstandi ng any other educational incentive or benefit
received by the eligible person under any ot her educationa
assi stance program provi ded by any ot her state.

(7) An eligible person who successfully conpletes the course
of study with a grade of at least 2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or its
equi val ent, shall be eligible for reinbursenent.

(8) The departnment of mlitary and veterans affairs nmay use
funds fromthe appropriated funds to adm nister the education
assi stance program

(9) Rei nbursed nenbers who do not conplete their national
guard obligation shall pay the state for noney received fromthe
state for tuition. Menbers who fail to repay the state within the
time limts established by the adjutant general shall be indebted

to the state. The departnent shall work in conjunction with the
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departnent of treasury for inclusion in the tax intercept program
for amounts due the state.

(10) A portion of the funds for the M chigan national guard
educati on assi stance program may be used by the departnment for the
pur pose of pronoting the program and for encouragi ng those persons
t he departnent wi shes to have enlist or reenlist in the M chigan
nat i onal guard.

Sec. 213. The departnment shall consult with the house and
senate appropriations subcomittees on mlitary and veterans
affairs regarding the projected closing or consolidation of any
nati onal guard arnories.

Sec. 214. It is the intent of the legislature that, should the
necessary | egislation be enacted and fundi ng becone avail abl e,
funds be appropriated for state mlitary ceneteries in Crawford and
Di cki nson counti es.

Sec. 221. Fromthe funds appropriated in part 1 for
i nformati on technol ogy, departnents and agenci es shall pay user
fees to the departnent of information technology for technol ogy-
rel ated services and projects. These user fees shall be subject to
provi sions of an interagency agreenent between the departnents and
agenci es and the departnent of information technol ogy.

Sec. 223. Anounts appropriated in part 1 for information
technol ogy may be designated as work projects and carried forward
to support technol ogy projects under the direction of the
departnment of information technology. Funds designated in this
manner are not available for expenditure until approved as work

proj ects under section 45la of the nmanagenent and budget act, 1984
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PA 431, MCL 18. 1451a.

Sec. 225. (1) Due to the current budgetary problens in this
state, out-of-state travel for the fiscal year ending Septenber 30,
2010 shall be limted to situations in which 1 or nore of the
foll owi ng conditions apply:

(a) The travel is required by |egal mandate or court order or
for | aw enforcenment purposes.

(b) The travel is necessary to protect the health or safety of
M chigan citizens or visitors or to assist other states in simlar
ci rcunst ances.

(c) The travel is necessary to produce budgetary savings or to
i ncrease state revenues, including protecting existing federa
funds or securing additional federal funds.

(d) The travel is necessary to conply with federa
requi renents.

(e) The travel is necessary to secure specialized training for
staff that is not available within this state.

(f) The travel is financed entirely by federal or nonstate
f unds.

(2) If out-of-state travel is necessary but does not neet 1 or
nore of the conditions in subsection (1), the state budget director
may grant an exception to allow the travel. Any exceptions granted
by the state budget director shall be reported on a nonthly basis
to the senate and house of representatives standing commttees on
appropri ations.

(3) Not later than January 1 of each year, each depart nent

shall prepare a travel report listing all travel by classified and
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uncl assi fied enpl oyees outside this state in the i medi ately
preceding fiscal year that was funded in whole or in part with
funds appropriated in the departnent's budget. The report shall be
submitted to the chairs and nenbers of the senate and house of
representatives standing comittees on appropriations, the senate
and house fiscal agencies, and the state budget director. The
report shall include the follow ng informtion

(a) The nanme of each person receiving rei nbursenent for trave
outside this state or whose travel costs were paid by this state.

(b) The destination of each travel occurrence.

(c) The dates of each travel occurrence.

(d) A brief statenent of the reason for each trave
occurrence.

(e) The transportation and related costs of each travel
occurrence, including the proportion funded with state general
fund/ general purpose revenues, the proportion funded with state
restricted revenues, the proportion funded with federal revenues,
and the proportion funded with other revenues.

(f) Atotal of all out-of-state travel funded for the
i medi ately preceding fiscal year.

Sec. 226. The departnent shall not take disciplinary action
agai nst an enpl oyee for comrunicating with a nmenber of the
| egi slature or his or her staff.

Sec. 227. Sixty days prior to the public announcenent of the
intention to sell any departnent property, the departnent shal
submt notification of that intent to the appropriate senate and

house appropriati ons subcommttees and the senate and house fisca
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agenci es.

Sec. 228. Funds appropriated in part 1 shall not be used by a
princi pal executive departnment, state agency, or authority to hire
a person to provide |legal services that are the responsibility of
the attorney general. This prohibition does not apply to | ega
services for bonding activities and for those activities that the
attorney general authorizes.

Sec. 232. (1) In addition to the funds appropriated in part 1,
there is appropriated an anpbunt not to exceed $10, 000, 000. 00 for
federal contingency funds. These funds are not available for
expenditure until they have been transferred to another line item
in this act under section 393(2) of the managenent and budget act,
1984 PA 431, MCL 18.1393.

(2) I'n addition to the funds appropriated in part 1, there is
appropri ated an anobunt not to exceed $2, 000, 000.00 for state
restricted contingency funds. These funds are not avail able for
expenditure until they have been transferred to another line item
in this act under section 393(2) of the managenent and budget act,
1984 PA 431, MCL 18.1393.

(3) I'n addition to the funds appropriated in part 1, there is
appropriated an anount not to exceed $100, 000.00 for |oca
contingency funds. These funds are not avail able for expenditure
until they have been transferred to another line itemin this act
under section 393(2) of the managenent and budget act, 1984 PA 431,
MCL 18. 1393.

(4) I'n addition to the funds appropriated in part 1, there is

appropri ated an anount not to exceed $100, 000. 00 for private
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contingency funds. These funds are not avail able for expenditure
until they have been transferred to another line itemin this act
under section 393(2) of the managenent and budget act, 1984 PA 431,
MCL 18.1393.

Sec. 233. Not l|ater than Septenber 30, 2010, the departnent
shall prepare and transmt a report that provides for estinmates of
the total general fund/general purpose appropriation |apses at the
close of the fiscal year. This report shall sunmarize the projected
year -end general fund/ general purpose appropriation |apses by major
departnmental program or program areas. The report shall be
transmitted to the office of the state budget, the chairpersons of
t he senate and house appropriations conmttees, and the senate and
house fiscal agencies.

Sec. 234. Any fiscal year 2009-2010 unused genera
fund/ general purpose funds identified by the departnment of mlitary
and veterans affairs as | apsed funds shall be transferred to the
appropriation for special maintenance-state in part 1 and shall be
used for the repair and mai ntenance of state-owned arnories.

Sec. 235. The departnment of mlitary and veterans affairs
shal| seek partnerships with United States arnmed forces reserve
units for the colocation of activities, including sharing in the

acquisition and costs for facilities.

HEADQUARTERS AND ARMORI ES

Sec. 301. The departnent may charge reasonable rental and
equi prent usage fees for renting an arnory or using the distance

| ear ni ng network. The fee shall include the cost of overtine
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conpensation, insurance coverage, and any mai ntenance required.

Sec. 302. (1) The funds appropriated in this act for private
donations to the chall enge programshall be considered state
restricted revenue, and unexpended funds renmaining at the cl ose of
the fiscal year shall not |apse to the general fund but shall be
carried forward to the subsequent fiscal year.

(2) The departnment nmay charge a parent or guardi an of a
participant in the challenge programa fee for participating in the
programif the participant is a nenber of a famly with an i ncomne
t hat exceeds 200% of the federal poverty guidelines as published by
the United States departnent of health and human services. The
anount charged the parent or guardian shall not exceed the per-
student state share cost of administering the program The parent
or guardian shall be notified of any charge to be assessed under
this subsection prior to enrollnment of the child in the program

(3) The departnent shall take steps to recruit candidates to
t he chal |l enge program from econoni cal |y di sadvant aged ar eas,

i ncluding those with [owincone and hi gh-unenpl oynent backgrounds.

Sec. 304. The departnment will partner with the departnment of
human services to identify youth who may be eligible for the
chal | enge program from those youth served by departnment of human
services prograns. These eligible youth shall be given priority for

enrollment in the program

VETERANS' HOMES

Sec. 601. Appropriations in this act for the Grand Rapids

veterans' hone and the D.J. Jacobetti veterans' hone shall not be
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used for any purpose other than for veterans and veterans'
famlies.

Sec. 602. The G and Rapids veterans' honme and the D.J.
Jacobetti veterans' home, together with the departnment and the
departnent of managenent and budget, shall produce and deliver to
t he senate and house of representatives appropriations
subcomm ttees on state police and mlitary affairs an annual
witten report. The report shall include an accounting of menber
popul ati ons and bed space avail able; a description and accounti ng
of services and activities provided to nmenbers; financia
information; current state nursing hone |icensure status; the steps
required for Medicaid certification, including a listing of any
personnel , equi prent, supplies, or budgetary increases required,
and whet her or not steps are being taken toward Medicaid
certification. The annual report shall be submitted to the senate
and house of representatives appropriations subcomm ttees on
mlitary affairs no later than February 1, 2010.

Sec. 603. The noney appropriated in this act for the boards of
managers nmay be expended for facility inprovenents, the purchase
and repair of equipnment and furnishings, nmenber services, and other
pur poses that benefit the Grand Rapi ds veterans' honme and the D.J.

Jacobetti veterans' hone.

VETERANS' AFFAI RS DI RECTORATE

Sec. 703. By April 1, 2010, the departnment shall submt to the
senate and house of representatives appropriations subcommittees on

mlitary affairs and the state budget office a detail ed annua
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report of the Mchigan veterans' trust fund for fiscal year 2008-
2009. The report shall include informati on on grants provided from
t he emergency grant program including details concerning the

nmet hodol ogy of allocations, the selection of energency grant
program aut hori zed agents, and a detail ed breakdown of trust fund
expenditures for that year. The report shall also provide an update
on the departnment's efforts to reduce program adm nistrative costs
and restore the Mchigan veterans' trust fund corpus to its
ori gi nal anount of $50, 000, 000. 00.

Sec. 704. The M chigan veterans affairs directorate
adm ni stration and the M chigan veterans' trust fund adm nistration
shall take steps to assist the county veterans counselors of the
state to obtain training necessary for the execution of their
duti es.

Sec. 705. It is the intent of the legislature that the
departnment create incentives for all counties in the state to fund
at least 1 full-tinme county veteran's counselor for the purpose of
assi sting veterans with obtaining federal veterans benefits that
they may be eligible to receive. The incentives could include, but
not be limted to, matching funds or sharing IT resources fromthe
departnment for counties to use in nmaxim zing benefits received by
M chi gan vet er ans.

Sec. 707. (1) O the funds appropriated in part 1 for grants
for veterans benefits counseling, the departnment shall distribute
$2, 014, 750. 00 of those funds for the period of October 1, 2009
t hrough March 31, 2010, to the follow ng organizations in the
amounts |isted: Anmerican |egion, $456,300.00; disabled American
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veterans, $377,200.00; marine corps |eague, $173,200.00; Anerican
veterans of World War Il and Korea, $239,350.00; veterans of
foreign wars, $456, 300.00; M chigan paralyzed veterans of America,
$85, 350. 00; purple heart, $81,300.00; Polish |egion of American
vet erans, $21, 200.00; Jew sh veterans of America, $21,200.00; state
of M chigan council-Vi etnam veterans of Anmerica, $82,150.00;
Catholic war veterans, $21,200.00. The grantees shall conply with
gui delines to be established by the departnent on the accounting of
any expenditures and require each grantee to assist with the
orderly transition to a new state veterans benefits counseling
programto begin on April 1, 2010.

(2) O the funds appropriated in part 1 for grants for
veterans benefits counseling, the departnent shall use
$2, 014, 850. 00 of those funds to establish a new program based
within the veteran affairs directorate which shall provide benefits
counseling to veterans in the state for the purpose of assisting
veterans to obtain all federal health and financial benefits due
them The departnent shall establish individual contractual
positions, the nunber of which shall be determ ned by the
departnment, which shall serve as benefits counselors for veterans
in the state, beginning service no |later than April 1, 2010. The
positions shall be assigned to geographical sections of the state
in accordance with the needs of a particular sector of the state.
Each counselor hired shall be required to be eligible to file
claims with the United States departnent of veterans' affairs for
servi ce-connected disability or pension benefits on behalf of a

veteran, regardless of what organi zation, including congressionally
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chartered veterans service organi zations the veteran chooses as the
vehi cl e through which a claimis fil ed.

(3) The veterans affairs directorate office shall take the
necessary steps to becone eligible to file clains with the United
States departnment of veterans' affairs for service-connected
di sability or pension benefits on behalf of a veteran, regardless
of what organi zation, including congressionally chartered veterans
servi ce organi zati ons the veteran chooses as the vehicle through
which a claimis filed.

(4) The veterans affairs directorate shall work to develop a
case managenent system for clients served by counselors hired
t hrough the office which provides sinple and secure access by
clients online or by tel ephone to check on the status of their
claim

(5) The veterans affairs directorate is responsible for
adm ni strative costs of the program i ncluding payroll, any
rei mhursed expenses of the contractual enployees, and the
eval uation of the contractual enpl oyees.

(6) The veterans affairs directorate is responsible for the
coordination of all certification and training of state contracted
counselors, all of which shall take place in this state.

(7) The veterans affairs directorate, along with the
departnment as a whole, shall take steps to pronote via information
canpai gns and ot her nethods of outreach, the existence of their
counseling programon a statew de basis and to advertise what shall

be a sinpl e-as-possi ble process of accessing those services by

prospective clients.
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(8) The veterans affairs directorate shall design and operate
t he counseling programto coordinate with other organi zations which
assi st veterans, including county counselors and other groups, to
ensure referral s between groups occur when warranted and to provide
the veterans of the state with the nost cost-effective and
conpr ehensi ve counsel i ng servi ces possi bl e.

(9) The veterans affairs directorate shall deliver progress
reports on the activities of the counseling programto the senate
and house appropriations subcomrittees on state police and mlitary
affairs, with the first report due no later than April 1, 2010 and
t he second report due no later than Cctober 1, 2010.

CAPI TAL OUTLAY

Sec. 801. The appropriations in part 1 for the departnment of
mlitary and veterans affairs design and construction projects are
contingent upon the availability of federal and state restricted
funds for financing.

Sec. 802. (1) The director shall allocate | unp-sum
appropriations made in this bill consistent with statutory
provi sions and the purposes for which funds were appropri at ed.
Lunp-sum al | ocations shall address priority programor facility
needs and may include, but are not limted to, design
construction, renodeling and addition, special maintenance, najor
speci al nmai nt enance, energy conservation, and denolition

(2) The state budget director may authorize that funds
appropriated for |unp-sum appropriations shall be available for no

nore than 3 fiscal years following the fiscal year in which the
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original appropriation was nmade. Any renmi ning bal ance from

al locations made in this section shall |apse to the fund from which

it was appropriated pursuant to the lapsing of funds as provided in

t he managenent and budget act, 1984 PA 431, MCL 18.1101 to 18.1594.
Sec. 803. The appropriations in part 1 for capital outlay

shall be carried forward at the end of the fiscal year consistent

with section 248 of the managenent and budget act, 1984 PA 431, ML
18. 1248.
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