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Department Commander Dubay looks on as VFW State Commander Kevin Conklin Presents Stan Mazur with a certificate
of appreciation for his dedication to the new Pearl Harbor
Memorial.
Memorial for the USS Arizona battleship that sank on December 7th, 1941

Jackson celebrates Pearl Harbor Day
with a piece of history
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A piece of the USS Arizona, the battleship that sank during the attack on Pearl Harbor, was
memorialized in a dedication ceremony on Tuesday, December 7th, 2021. Michigan Department
Commander Richard Dubay was on hand for the unveiling
and the reading of the names of the Arizona crew who had
come from Michigan.
The project has been the mission of Stan Mazur for over two
years. Mazur was mulching trees at the park when he asked
his grandson and a friend if they thought the county should
have a piece from the Pearl Harbor attacks next to the World
Trade Center relic. Their encouragement pushed his efforts.
“This is one of the best days of my life,” Mazur said through
tears during Tuesday’s ceremonies.
The event started at Cascades Baptist Church, Invocation by
Pastor Mark Stevens, followed by comments regarding the
Memorial and the events that unfolded at Pearl Harbor 80
years ago. Speakers at the dedication included Jeff Mazur, Ray
Rowley, Steve Shotwell, and David Welihan.
Michael Way, the county’s park board chairman, also spoke at
the event and said Jackson County is honored to have a piece
of the USS Arizona. “It’s going to be around for generations
and will be an educational piece for our kids,” Way said.
The tribute to the USS Arizona and Pearl Harbor is located in
Cascade Falls Park near the 9/11 memorial, on High Street in
Jackson, MI.

Commander Richard Dubay reading the names of the Arizona
crew members who were from Michigan.

Local school kids getting a lesson in History and Americanism
look on during the dedication of the Pearl Harbor Memorial.
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Headquarters

Membership, Veterans Day, Pearl Harbor Day
It is hard to believe that the
membership year is half over. I
hope that you had a wonderful
holiday and welcome to 2022.
I want to thank the membership team, and that means
each and every one of you, for
all the hard work you have been
doing on membership. Keep up
the excellent work!
On a cold, sunny November
Sunday, I participated in the
RICHARD DUBAY
Detroit Veterans Day Parade. It
Department
was great to see so many fellow
Commander
veterans and members of the
community out participating and watching the parade. PDC
Dick Chatman and all the committee members do a fantastic
job.
On Veterans Day, I was honored to be the guest speaker at
Whitehall Post #69. I want to thank Auxiliary Unit #69 for
the invitation and all the courtesies extended to me and the
First Lady/Department President, Mary.
On December 7th, Pearl Harbor Day, I, along with other
Legion members and leaders from other Veteran organizations, attended a dedication ceremony for the Battleship
Arizona Memorial in Jackson, Michigan. The Legion was
honored to be able to present a certificate of appreciation to
Stanley Mazur of Post 29 for his hard work and dedication
in making this memorial a reality. We were then invited back
to Post #315 for an impromptu luncheon and a gathering of
some fellow veterans, which included 3 World War II veterans who belong to that Post. Thanks to Commander Young

and Bill McMurray, Jackson County Commander for the
invitation.
January 16th to the 23rd is the Upper Peninsula Winter
Tour. I hope that many of you will be able to come out and
visit with us along the way as we stop at various posts. I look
forward to meeting all of you.
The winter meeting is February 11-13th in Lansing. We
will be visited by the leading candidate for National Commander. I understand that they will be holding classes as
well for those who would like to attend. See the Department
website for the schedule.
Please remember that if you want me to attend an event,
notify Kim in the Department office. I would like to participate in your activities if the date is available. Please send any
photos of my visits to our Department Historian along with
a note as to what was happening at that event.

DEADLINE DATES

for the March issue is February 11, 2022
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Publisher: Ronald Runyan

Richard Dubay and Stan Mazur

Post & SAL Member Processing Tips

• Post & SAL can renew membership online in MyLegion.org
– If you would like more information please call. We will be
holding a class at Winter Meeting on how to set this up and
how to use
• DO NOT send members cards to Department who have
renewed online
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Runyan’s Ramblings

Happy New Year! Let me start by
saying that the Department truly
appreciates the job that is done by
everyone involved with processing
membership. This vital task is the
lifeblood of the organization. It can
become white noise like that is all
we preach is membership, but that is
who we are; a membership organizaRON RUNYAN tion. Everyone who is a stakeholder
is just as important as anyone else.
Department
The main objective of our memberAdjutant
ship organization is Helping Veterans, Americanism, National Security and Youth Programs

MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE &
AUXILIAIRE

• Legion per capita is $39.50 for every card sent in that is
renewing
• SAL per capita is $11.00 for every card sent in that is renewing
• Do not send in money for deceased or members that have
already renewed, it will be returned
• Transfers must have a Member Data Form, these can be
emailed to Dept by scanning or take a photo. They can also
be mailed in with remittances
• Remittance to Dept with cards and money must have a
Remittance form
• If leaving messages about membership concerns/questions
include Membership #
• If you need more supplies email Deanna at member@michiganlegion.org
• If sending a large stack of cards do not use a standard envelope, it will most likely break open during mailing and/or be
lost. Step up to a larger envelope and ensure its safe arrival
• It is not required to send cards into Dept. at expensive mailing rates, shop best safest methods

The American Legion Dept. of Michigan
212 N. Verlinden, Lansing, MI 48915
(517) 371-4720
michiganlegion.org
media@michiganlegion.org
Extension
Legion and SAL Membership
124
deanna@michiganlegion.org
Legion Finance			
117
finance@michiganlegion.org
Programs, Boys State, Junior shooting
Scholarships, Baseball 		
123
legion@michiganlegion.org
Veterans Service 		
112
Monday, Wednesday & Friday
Media & Communications, Website,
Newspaper, History
116
media@michiganlegion.org
Administration
113
kim@michiganlegion.org

Do you have a photo you would like
to submit for the Michigan Legionnaire
and/or website use? E-mail it to us at
info@michiganlegion.org.
Please keep the photo at least 200
dpi or larger. If you are submiting .
a hard copy photo, please note photos
printed from a home printer cannot be
used, nor can photos clipped from newspapers.
We look for photos showing Legion
caps in action whenever possible.
Interested in placing an ad in the
Michigan Legionnaire? Please Contact
media@michiganlegion.org
517-220-2747
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Portland Post 129 Fundraising Pays Off

Above: Portland Community Fund Chairperson Rich Schneider receives a $500 check
from Commander Dave Fedewa.
Below: Marine Toys for Tots were also given $500.00
Pictured left to right: Commander David Fedewa, Blue Star Mother Rep Diane Huhn,
Marine Sargent Dakkota Blacyka, Finance Officer Tim Kerekes, Service Officer Joel
VanSlambrouck

2022 American Legion Calendar

Each month has a Legion Program
and a cute animal saluting!
Fundraiser for National Commanders Campaign

Please send check or money order to:
Department of Michigan American Legion
598 Pilgrim Dr.
East Saginaw, Michigan 48638

Only

5

$ 00
each

Available to individuals, Posts and Districts. Need not be a member to order.
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The Only Written
Official Call
Annual Winter Conference
American Legion, Department of Michigan
February 11-13, 2022
Crowne Plaza, Lansing MI
Purpose: To implement plans for the upcoming year and otherwise conduct the business of The American Legion, Department of Michigan,
through meetings of the Department Executive Committee, taking reports
from called Department Committees and Chairmen, presenting public recognition awards, and conducting applicable Schools of Instruction.
Aside from the Department Executive Committee, only the Department Committees and Chairmen listed below are called to officially
participate in the Winter Conference. See Program Book for all specific locations.
Registrations: Registration fee of $15 will be charged to all delegates,
alternates and guests.
Banquet open to all members of American Legion, Auxiliary and Sons of
The American Legion on Friday, February 11, 2022. Pre-Reservation is
required
Department Executive Committee Meeting: Saturday, February 12,
2022, 4:00 p.m.
Called Department Committee Meetings: Saturday February 12, 2022 –
schedule to be published at michiganlegion.org in January. The following
committees are called:
Boys State, Education & Scholarships, Finance/Personnel, Internal Affairs,
Legislative, Membership including Post Development, National Security &
Foreign Relations, Permanent Time and Place, Media & Communications,
Reconnect, VA & R including VAVS/VHVS
Department Executive Committee Meeting: Sunday, February 13, 2022,
at 9:00 a.m.

Legionnaire Robert Vanderbough, a member of Post 45 Hastings, has produced and
placed 400 Pledge of Allegiance signs within classrooms of the Hastings and Thornapple Kellogg school systems. Bob produces the signs in his workshop and, after checking
with the superintendents, places the signs near the flag that is in each classroom. Bob,
with assistance from Post 45 members Ron Koutz and Keith Near, places the signs during
times school is not in session.
Through Bob’s efforts the Pledge is visible at all times in the classroom.

To preregister, visit michiganlegion.org or return form found in this issue.

1ST DISTRICT
February 7, 2022
April 4, 2022
May 2, 2022
2ND DISTRICT
January 9, 2022
March 13, 2022
April 23, 2022

Post 32 - 7:00 pm
Post 390 - 7:00 pm
Post 32 - 7:00 pm
Ida Post 514 2PM
Onstead Post 550 2PM
Brooklyn Post 315
Hosting Memorial Service 4PM
Jackson Post 29 2PM

May 15, 2022
3RD DISTRICT
Officers Meeting at 11:30 am, Lunch at Noon, Meeting at 1 pm
January 9, 2022
Post 79 Marshall 11401 17 Mile Rd
March 6, 2022
Post 257 Harper Creek
7475 B Dr. N. Battle Creek
May 1, 2022
Post 55 Albion 1230 Edwards St
June 23-26
Held at State Convention
4TH DISTRICT
January 9, 2022
Allegan Post 89
March 6, 2022
Sturgis Post 73

May 1, 2022

DISTRICT MEETINGS

Hastings Post 45
Meetings begin at 1:30 p.m.

5TH DISTRICT
*District E-board meetings will be held at Post 154 7p
Aug, October, Dec., Feb, Apr., Jun. (Dinner is available for purchase at the post from 5 pm until 6:30 pm. Menus will vary)
January 13, 2022
Post 179 (Grandville)
March10, 2022
Post 208 (Kentwood) (Nom. of Officers)
May 12, 2022
Post 28 (Grand Haven) (Elect. of Officers)
July 14, 2022
Location TBD by Next Commander
All District Post Meetings and E Board Meetings are at 7 pm
6TH DISTRICT
January 9, 2022
March 12, 2022
May 1, 2022

Leslie Post 49 - 11 - 2:30pm
422 Woodworth St., Leslie, 49251
Pinckney Post 419 - 11 - 2:30pm
9807 Whitewood Rd, Pinckney, 48169
Holt Post 238 - 11 - 2:30pm
1785 Cedar St., Holt, MI 48842

7TH DISTRICT
March 13, 2022
May 8, 2022
June

Caro
Mt. Clemens Post 4
Dept - 1:00pm Eboard - 2:00pm
District Meeting

8TH DISTRICT
12:00 to 1:00 pm
MyLegion training 1:00 pm Dinner,
the meetings will begin after everyone has eaten and any joint
business has concluded.
January 9, 2022
Chesaning Post 212
March 6, 2022
Elsie Post 502
May 1, 2022
Owosso Post 57
10TH DISTRICT
January 8th 2022
Noon, Morley Post 554,
2560 Northland Dr, Morley, 49336
March 5th 2022
Noon, Linwood Post 239,
557 N Garfield Rd, Linwood, 48634
May 8th 2022
Noon, Bay City Post 18,
700 Adams St, Bay City, MI 48708

16TH DISTRICT
Jan. 11, 2022
Feb. 8, 2022
March 8, 2022
Apr. 12, 2022
May 10, 2022

Stitt Post 232
Fort Dearborn Post 364
Wyandotte Post 217
Trenton Post 426 PSO at 6:30pm
Lincoln Park Post 67
** Memorial & Elections
June 14, 2022
Garden City Post 396
Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m., PSO school begins at 6:30 p.m.
Memorial service 6:30 p.m.
18TH DISTRICT
January 23, 2022
Royal Oak 253 Phone 248-546-0499
March 27, 2022
Royal Oak 253 Phone 248-546-0499
* May 22, 2022
Royal Oak Post 253 Phone 248-546-0499
* Election of District Officers for 2022-23
Meeting for District Legion Only
District Meetings Convene at 2:00 p.m.
Submit District Meeting dates and information to
info@MichiganLegion.org

2022 Membership as of Dec. 10, 2021 - 42,912 - 75.58% for 56,776 goal
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SECTION TWO

AUXILIAIRE

212 N. Verlinden Ave, Ste. B, Lansing, MI 48915 New Phone: (517) 267-8809
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From the Desk of the President

2021-2022 Department President, Mary Dubay

From The President’s Desk

Veterans Day Parade, visiting VA hospitals, UP Tour
MARY DUBAY
Auxiliary President
I hope that all of you enjoyed
your holiday season with your
family and friends and welcome to 2022!
On a sunny, cold, November
Sunday I was able to join with
the American Legion Commander Dubay and SAL Detachment Commander Zack Pendell in participating
in the Detroit Veterans Day Parade. Though it was
cold, it was a beautiful day for a parade and a great
time was had by all.
I also want to mention Whitehall Auxiliary Unit 69
and Post 69. A special thank you to Lori Lux for all
the courtesies extended to the Commander and myself when you invited us to attend your Veterans Day
ceremony. I enjoyed the chance to meet and visit with
you and some of your members.
One of the activities that I had looked forward to as

Department President was being able to visit the VA
hospitals and homes during the Christmas Gift Shops.
I have many fond memories of visiting the Saginaw
VA hospital, having lunch with and visiting with all
the veterans; touring Iron Mountain VA hospital and
DJ Jacobetti VA home and having the opportunity to
visit with the veterans there as well. Unfortunately,
due to COVID, we were not afforded that pleasure
this year. I hope that you continued to support these
facilities through your donations so that they also had
a Christmas to remember.
While mid-year reports were not required this year,
you should still be keeping track of what you have
been doing for our veterans, military and community.
End of the year reports will soon be upon us and I am
looking forward to hearing about all that you have
been doing.
The National organization has reinstated the
Mission Development Training and National Junior
meetings for 2022. All information as to locations
and dates can be found on the National website at
alaforveterans.org. This is a one day class intended to

give you more knowledge about the American Legion
Auxiliary. If you are unable to attend one of these sessions, they also offer classes online that you can take
at your leisure.
I am looking forward to the UP tour and getting the
chance to meet with many of our members. The dates
are January 16th to the 23rd, so I hope that you will
be able come out and attend one of the events as we
travel across the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.
Winter meeting is coming up on February 11-13th
in Lansing. We are planning some interesting meetings for you. Please check the Department website for
updates.
At the beginning of the New Year, many of us make
a resolution to do better, be kind, lose weight, spend
less, etc. When I was Department Chaplain, I asked
you “What was your Resolve?” This year I hope that
your “Resolve” is to continue to “Believe” in our
organization, to renew your membership, and to help
us continue our work for our veterans, military, their
families, and our communities.

Auxiliary Poppy Program Update
CARI ANN SALAMON
Auxiliary Poppy Program Chairman, 2021-2022

We Remember! Let us never to forget. Remembrance Day. Forever Lost; Forever
Changed. Poppy slogans are various with wordings and yet all the same. It’s the
same flower, grown and cared for in different soils, lands and hands. Yet each is
unique in their own growth and ideals.
Same as our units across the state and nation; we are all patterned through one
yet unique in our growth and ideals. We all celebrate pretty much the same days
and festivities, yet we are all different. This is the time to share our unique abilities
and talents to show how we Never Forget!
How is your Unit’s Poppy Program progressing? Have you encouraged distribution of the Poppies over Memorial Day or Veteran’s Day? Are you planning an
event or artistic challenge within your Unit, local schools or community? How
does your Unit celebrate the Poppy?
Within our Poppy Program, there are many ways to raise funds, express artistic
talents and distribute the poppies, all while staying within the parameters of the
define guidelines. Consider all of your unit’s efforts and experiences throughout
the year. What made your unit the most outstanding program? Compile and
report! Share with creating a centerpiece, unique display or poster. If your Unit

has a Little Miss Poppy, compile all of the activities they’ve been involved in while
promoting The Poppy Program within your Post and Community and compile a
scrapbook. Please review the program guides for all specifics.
Units should send their 1st Place entry onto their District Chairman by March 31,
2022.
Districts should send their 1st Place winner Poppy Poster Contest (for each
Class), accompanied with a Green Slip onto the Department Committee Member,
Margo Forrester, 936 Ellsmere St NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49505 by April 15, 2022.
Districts should send their 1st Place entry for all other awards, accompanied with
a Green Slip, onto the Department Chair, Cari Ann Salamon, 17575 Valade St,
Riverview, MI 48193 by April 15, 2022.
When ordering of Poppies - please order early. Please limit your poppy purchases to what is absolutely necessary and contact Department if you need to order
more than 2,000 poppies. Please visit www.michalaux.org for forms.
Please follow the guidelines as how Poppy Funds are to be used and how they
CAN NOT be. Here is a link to help https://www.legion-aux.org/Blog/Questionsand-answers-on-poppy-fund-usage taken from a guest blog by Sue Verville.
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Children and Youth

Chaplain Article

New Year is time for New Goals

JAN HAFEMAN
Chairman 2021 - 2022

JULIE BECKER
Auxiliary Department Chaplain 2021-2022

Now that Standard Time is in effect and days are shorter, there are
many things you can do for our children and youth. You may want to mentor
children after school or help with financial support for our needy children.
This is also the time to get the children outside to play, you know, sledding,
skating, building snowmen or making snow angels. Celebrate the children in
your life.
November 30 was the day of giving, but why not celebrate this all year
long. Seek out stories of children giving in your community—giving their
time to community projects, heroic deeds a child has done, or other acts of
valor. Our local schools, churches, and newspapers and local police know of
this. Follow up with them and write those children up for a Youth Hero and
Good Deeds Awards.
For our children of deployed military, you might consider a Child’s
Table Setting Ceremony at a community or school event. The basics of this
are:
1. A flowering plant- symbolizing that they may flower and flourish
where planted.
2. A Hand Spade- recognizing that they may be transplanted to a new
location at a moment’s notice and immersed in a new culture, having
to make new friends and acclimate to a new school.
3. A Baseball Glove and Ballet Slippers- representing special occasions
missed by one or both parents while serving their country.
4. Family Photo of child or children and their uniformed parent(s)
which represents the foundation of our country’s strength.
5. U.S. Flag- families united in their commitment to national service
and willing to make any sacrifice both home and abroad.

O Lord God, Keep me away from bad intentions, hatred, and pettiness. Let
me be the best in my senses, actions, and fearless in my heart. Help me recognize the needy ones to make them feel at ease with my kindness and compassion. Amen.”
With a new year starting, what a perfect time to set new goals for ourselves.
When you BELIEVE in yourself, you can achieve just about anything. Why
not start with the Golden Rule? Kindness can be contagious. Being kind
is pretty easy to do most of the time. As the saying goes “If you don’t have
anything nice to say, don’t say anything at all.” It is easy to jump on the gossip
train. Why do we do this? Is it because we don’t want to upset the people we
associate with? Instead, why don’t we ask for the facts? Gossip hurts people,
and in turn an organization. That is what is happening within our organization. WE can change that, by practicing the Golden Rule. I believe every one
of us can do this because we are American Legion Auxiliary proud.
End of year reporting is approaching soon. Please remember Chaplains to
send me prayers for Madam President Mary’s prayer book. Any prayer books
being submitted for awards must be accompanied with the green sheet.
For God and Country

Our children of deployed military require special attention. They may feel
isolated from other family members due to the high mobility of our society.
They may feel separation due to deployment or activation. This also includes
children of separated and divorced parents.
Get involved by:
• Initiating squadrons to participate in and promote activities that promote family strength. The possibilities are endless.
• Work with officials at all levels to advance a beneficial position for children and families
• Plan a family connect-building event at a community meeting.
• Hold a military family appreciation event.
• Organize community-wide efforts with local officials to organize family festivals with safe and fun activities.
• Coordinate volunteer projects for families.
• Work with the American Legion to develop American Values for love
of country, veterans, and families.
• Work with the Child Welfare Foundation- now part of the American
Legion Auxiliary—to help with financial aide and supplies for needy
children.
• Plan your own innovated ideas.
I can’t wait to hear what all of you are doing for children in your community!

Greetings brothers
and sisters
What a month November was.
Both Diane and I have suffered
through severe battles with
COVID, and I want to especially
thank everyone who stepped
up to the plate for us. It was a
horrible experience, and I am
thankful to the good Lord for
JAMES BLISS
still being able to serve you.
6th District
Special thanks to everyone at
Commander
the amazing Grand Blanc post
for hosting our fall 6th District meeting. Also, to
3rd District Commander, Art Diffin who attended, ensuring we had the best information to pass
to our Posts.
We are getting back to our regular meeting formats but we must still be careful. The comradery
and personal conversations just are not the same
on Zoom. Thank you to Howell Post 141 for stepping up to participate in the 2021-2022 American
Legion Oratorical Contest this year. This will be
held on Saturday, December 18 at Post 141, 3265
Grand River, Howell, MI at 1000. Please arrive
early as the contest will begin promptly.
Also, please make a note that we will hold Service Officer Training during our March 13, 2022
meeting in Pinckney. This is a Sunday meeting as
usual and the information will be invaluable.
Our Winter Department meeting will be in Lansing, February 11-13th at the Crown Plaza just
off I-496.
Stay safe, stay warm and stay COVID-free.

Bring us your
Renewals!!

We will be providing hands-on
MyLegion Training with YOUR live date
during Winter Meeting in Lansing!
Bring your MyLegion login information,
to include your password, along with any
renewals, new members, and paying
transfers you may have. We’ll sit down
with you and walk through the entire
process from start to finish.
If your Post has never processed
membership for the
2022 Membership Year, be sure to
also bring your Banking Information.
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The American Legion Testimonial Dinner
April 23, 2022
Department Commander
Richard T. Dubay
Department President
Mary Dubay
Detachment Commander
Zach Pendell

RSVP by April 2, 2022
Please make checks payable to:
Bonnie Holt
and mail to
598 Pilgram Dr. E.
Saginaw, MI 48638-7129

Join us
5 PM Social Hour • 6 PM Dinner

Midland Area Motels
6 miles
Baymont Inn and Suites......989.631.0070
Sleep Inn..................................989.837.1010
Holiday Inn.............................989.794.8500
Hampton Inn..........................989.837.4000

Thomas-Daniels-Hand Post 443
2080 N Meridian Rd.
Sanford, MI 48857

30 Minutes to
Soaring Eagle Casino
Mt. Pleasant............................888.732.4537

$40 per person
Includes Dinner & 2 drink tickets
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Greetings from the
Mighty 5th!
JENA WILMERS
5th District Commander

I hope that everyone had a wonderful holiday
filled with lots of great memories with your families. As we kick off a new year, the 5th District will
continue the monthly zoom training 5A.L.T (5th
District American Legion Training). The topic for
January will be tips and tricks to calling 225 members. Trainings are held on the 3rd Thursday of
the month at 7 pm. If you do not receive the zoom
link to join, please contact the District Adjutant,
Jill Gentry, at jillgentryamericanlegion@gmail.
com and she will send it to you.
The District has a new website. Please visit www.
al5thdistrictmi.com to keep up on what is going
on by visiting the Community Calendar page.
Don’t forget that this calendar is for all the posts to
submit their events to have them listed so we can
support one another.
Join us at American Legion Post 28 for the District Four Chaplain’s Service on February 5th,
2022 at 11am. Each year, we look forward to this
service to remember those who laid down their
lives for others.
As a reminder to Post Commanders and Adjutants - if you have been contacted regarding your
post by-laws being on file at the department, you
need to make sure your by-laws are turned into
the department ASAP.
MyLegion.org has not been the easiest transition, but I have to say it’s great to see that most of
the posts in the District are using MyLegion or are
requesting assistance to learn MyLegion.org.
Be on the lookout for the Zone Oratorical contest coming up in January. The Department competition WILL NOT be held at the Gerald Ford
Museum but will be at Department Headquarters.
If you have never been to the oratorical contest before, it is highly recommended.
Until next time Comrades, God Speed.
Proud to Serve, Jena Wilmers, 5th District Commander

Homeless Veterans Committee Report

CATHERINE BUCKLEY
Homeless Veterans Task Force

As I struggle to decide how best to help homeless veterans, knowing they are safe and warm
is rewarding.
Turning down a veteran for an array of reasons is extremely difficult. Over the last year, we have helped
over 100 veterans with housing, finding them VSOs or another organization that can help them.
Right now, I’m a committee of one, and although my name has traveled throughout the state, I need the
help. All service officers at Post or District level are the ears in your area.
When a veteran struggles, we all feel it. It pains us to see a brother or sister in distress. As I travel around
the state, I hear horror stories concerning our veterans. To me, this causes sleepless nights as I struggle
searching for ways to help them.
I received an email from an organization in DC, and they stated Michigan is one of the states that has
NO homelessness. This information was appalling, and I called them. I learned that if your numbers go
down far enough, they consider you “homeless free”. The numbers are how they grant each state dollars to
help with veteran homelessness.
This committee, along with Reconnect, is the best of the American Legion. Making a difference in someone’s life is so very rewarding.
I look forward to your help. Please call or email me anytime.

DAVID NOEL BABBAGE
FOR MICHIGAN
AMERICAN LEGION
COMMANDER
2022- 2023
The 16th District proudly endorses David Noel Babbage for Department Commander 2022-2023. Dave
served in the Navy 1963 – 1965 Vietnam ERA as a Hospital Corpsman on the USS Independence CVA
62 and USS Enterprise CVAN 65.
He is an honorary life member of Allen Park Post 409 and has served as his Allen Park Post Commander for many years. He has also served as Memorial Home President, Treasurer, Bingo Chairman and
has served in all t the chairs in the 16th District advancing to District Commander. At the Department
and National level he has served as chairman of the State Vice Commanders, member of the finance,
membership , legislative, and public relations committees and is a LEAD Graduate, and on the National Security Council. Dave has also served in leadership position as the Supervisor of Special Education,
Allen Park City Councilman and Kiwanis Michigan District Governor.
Dave feels:
			

“ONE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE BUT AS THE MICHIGAN AMERICAN LEGION
WE CAN DO SO MUCH MORE”

During his year as commander Dave will stress the areas of
SUICIDE PREVENTION AND AWARENESS, MEMBERSHIP GROWTH
and HOMES FOR HOMELES VETERANS.
Dave also feels that we need to continue enhancing our projects and creating new ones to help our
veterans. He also will encourage each Post to maintain and/or develop a project that the community
realizes is an American Legion sponsored project that meets their community needs.
Dave will work with all our members. His leadership style is to encourage and support others in all
their endeavors. He is just as comfortable being behind a group and letting them lead the way as he is
being in front of them.

fficult,
ggest a
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Membership Report

We are all doing the best we can!
Membership processing…renewals, new members, transfers…is an
annual necessity that we all must go through. This year is no different, but we’ve been handed an additional hurdle…the new MyLegion.
With any new system, there are sure to be data problems, processing
issues, and just plain bugs. Many of us, including your Post Leadership, Department Staff, and Department Membership Committee,
have endured high amounts of frustration during the past several
months, but we are all doing the best we can to overcome the hurdles.
My hat goes off to every Post Commander and Adjutant who has
lived through the pain of not having the access they needed, or hasn’t
been able to complete a renewal or transfer because the system just
won’t let them. I tip my hat to all of you for the extreme amount of
patience you’ve shown as we’ve had to address each issue one by one.
From Mary’s record that just won’t transfer, to Bob’s record that won’t
allow him to renew, we’ve seen it all.
Identifying the issue is just the first step, and your District 1st

Vice-Commander is your first point of contact. As members of the
Department Membership Committee, District 1st Vice-Commanders
are directly involved in all the discussions and communication with
Department. You can lean on ANY member of your Department
Membership Committee for support, problem resolution, and training.
MyLegion is here to stay. It will get to the point that it operates like
a well-oiled machine, but until it does, we just have to do the best we
can with the hand that was dealt to us.
As I write this article, the Department of Michigan is in a VERY
impressive 14th place Nationwide in regards to membership. As a
comparison, we finished in 32nd place at the end of the 2021 Membership year. You have endured and lived through the struggle, but
you are making a huge difference in the results!

YOU HONORED US WITH YOUR SERVICE.
Now let us honor you.
Join us for a complimentary meal
and pre-planning seminar to learn
about VA burial benefits available.
For more information, contact
Anthony.Lauri@DignityMemorial.com
or 586-775-2424.

docu-

We’re proud to partner with the
Department of Michigan American Legion.

ur VA

DignityMichigan.com

. Call

s web-

ovides

s.

2022 Winter Raffle

Michigan
has
two National Veteran Cemeteries
Grand
Prize
Great Lakes National Cementery - Holly
If you did not
know the American
Fort Custer National Cemetery
- Battle
Creek Legion raffle is open to anyone who would like to participate. If interested place your $25
donation and this form in the mail to Michigan Legion HQ. The raffle will be drawn on February 7, 2022; and can be watched

$5,000

2nd Prize..........................$1,500 live on Facebook. Suggested Gift: 1 Ticket $5, 3 for $10, 6 for $15, 12 for $25 as well as any other donation
3rd Prize...........................$1,000 Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4th – 9th.................... $500 each
The Michigan American Legion Foundation
10th – 19th ............... $100 each Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Leave
a lasting legacy
There is a $100 bonus if attending the
Winter meeting in Lansing.

City:________________________________________ St:___________________________ Zip:___________________________________

The Michigan
American
was created to support the programs
Need not be
present toLegion
win. Foundation
Phone:_____________________________________ Number of Tickets:__________ Total: $_______________________________
of the
American
Legion
Department
of
Michigan.
The department is a non-profit
Your tickets will be filled out and
501 (c)entered
19 designation,
this limits some donations and grant applications from
with your and
donation.
Send to Michigan American Legion Attn: Winter Raffle 212 N. Verlinden Ave. Lansing, MI 48915
being processed. In 2014, the department created a 501 (c) 3 subsidiary Call
organizaAshley Zimmer at 517-220-2754 for questions License #R62347
tion to accept donations and make the process easier for individual and corporate
donors to give.
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Larry Thompson, Chaplin at
American Legion Post 51 in
Buchanan, and Veteran representative for Brown Funeral
Home in Niles, Mich. Is shown
here presenting a Certificate
of Burial to family members
at a ceremony at the funeral
home on Veterans Day, Nov.
11, 2021.
Mr. Thompson along with
Funeral Director Tim Brown,
started this program after the
Covid-19 pandemic to bestow
honors to deceased Veterans
and their families.

Leadership Training Workshop

There will a training workshop for anyone interested in attending to
become more informed about the American Legion.

Saturday, January 29, 2022

Frankenmuth Post 150 9am - 3pm

This is also Snowfest Weekend & hotels fill up
Lunches will be provided for all in attendance – Pre-Register BY
EMAIL: kim@michiganlegion.org or call 517-220-2753
TOPICS COVERED: Leadership, Protocol & Procedures,
Programs, Technology, Membership and Post recruiting,
Parliamentary Procedures, Duties of Officers, Resolutions, Bylaws
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American Legion Auxiliary Department of Michigan

Winter Meeting 2022 Agenda
Tentative Schedule as of December 14, 2021

Saturday, February 12, 2022
9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
		

Opening
Constitution and Bylaws
President’s School and Special Project
Lunch
Leadership
ALAMIS and Membership Training. Game
and special prizes!

Please note:

A DEC meeting is not scheduled
at this time.
The Legion is hosting a Michigan
Treasury Training at 3:00 p.m. on Friday,
February 11th. This session is open to
Legion Family Members. The training
includes 501(c)19 information as well as
unclaimed property.
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D.J. Jacobetti Home for Veterans Report
WANDA WESTMAN
Representative, 2021-2022
This has been a difficult year again for the residents of the Jacobetti Home. First,
let me assure you that no resident has died or even contracted Covid-19. This is
due to the diligence of the staff. None of our volunteers have been allowed access
into the Home since March 2020, but we have had the annual carnival and VAVS
meetings (quarterly meetings with other service organizations and Activity Director, Volunteer Coordinator and Executive Secretary of the Home). These were held
in the back parking lot. The residents have been to outings by unit only with trips
to American Legion Post #44 of Marquette and three trips to American Legion
Auxiliary Unit #114 for lunch, music and bingo with lots of help from our Legion
family. In December, two more trips are planned for Christmas parties at American Legion Auxiliary Unit #114 with lots of assistance from the Legion family
and the Am Vets family. We will provide music, lunch with Santa and bingo. We
plan on lots of fun for the residents. We are really looking forward to celebrating
Christmas with them
During the year, our Units have been very supportive. Thanks so much to Unit
#44 Marquette for your two large donations to purchase both Nu-Step machines

for Physical Therapy Dept. This Unit also made a large donation to replace the old
outdoor sound system, pay for two fish pond events and five unit picnics. How
awesome to have your support on behalf of our residents. We also spent another
$100 in magazine renewals since July. Now we have extended all subscriptions
through December 2022.
Even though we only have a couple inches of snow since Thanksgiving, our
Christmas Gift Shop is next week on December 9-10th and we have been busy receiving gifts and donations from our UPAA Units. Only three of us, myself and my
Deputies Lois Westman and Linda Kaare will be allowed to personally help with
Gift Shop, but we could not do this without the generous donations from caring
Auxiliary Sisters of the UPAA District.
My special project is to purchase rechargeable rotary razors and open leg sweatpants in all sizes. It is going well since I have already purchased 20 razors and lots
of sweatpants for Christmas Gift Shop. Whatever sweatpants we have left after Gift
Shop will be donated to the Home. Thanks for your donations for this program.
Midyear, we feel we have done the best we could under the circumstances. Many
thanks to everyone for the great ideas and your compassion for our residents. They
deserve the very best and I BELIEVE our Units are standing up strong for them.
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY

Greetings from the 8th District
DAWN BURTON
Eighth District President, 2021-2022

Our awesome District is comprised of 17 Units
spread out over 6 counties in our great State. As of
now I have been to 8 of my Units and have scheduled
visits for the rest in the coming months. Now, sit back
and enjoy a peek into just a few of the awesome ways
the Units of the 8th District have managed to stay active during this past year.
Although we are sad to say that COVID-19 is still an
ever present part of our lives, now bringing forward
two new variants. We can happily say we have continued The American Legion Auxiliary’s mission of service to our veterans in new and inventive ways. Carson City’s Unit #380 got their juniors program active.
The members did can/bottle drives, and made face
masks for those in their community with an impressive total of over $1,800 between both projects. These
juniors are going places! Stanton held their meals via
drive thru so members of the community could continue to “eat out” amidst the lockdown. They also continued the tradition of a free Thanksgiving meal that
serves enough members of the community to rival
the big cities; but it’s done with a small town charm
that keeps spirits high, and starts the holiday season
off right.
St. Johns is adopting a local veteran’s family for the
Christmas holiday since they are not doing the Santa
party this year.
That’s just what the units have done individually; we
also join forces for united causes. Several had Veteran’s Day breakfasts. But, what really makes my heart
happy, invigorates me and exemplifies “service not

Greetings to all
ALICIA MINSTER
Seventh District President, 2021-2022

self ” is the way the units have come together for my
“special project”.
This year my special project is dedicated to Wilwin
Lodge at Cygnet Cove. Thanks to the military service
of my wife, our family had the pleasure of staying at
Wilwin for four days at the end of September and the
experience left a lasting impression on every one of
us. Even our teenage son who admittedly tried many
different ways to “bow out” of this getaway left wanting to come back. Thus was born my two part special
project. The first part is Fujifilm instant cameras that
veterans can borrow during their stay so they have
photos of their trip. See Barb relayed to me that several of our older veterans stated they wished they had
photos but had no smartphone or camera to do so.
The second part of my project is a 9 hole course of
disc golf that will be a permanent fixture on the property for many years to come. Each hole is being sponsored by one of my amazing Units or another branch
of our American Legion Family. In April a group of
8th District members will descend on Wilwin for a
weekend of installing the disc golf course and getting
the property ready for the year’s season to begin.
To say I am honored to have been elected to my 3rd
year as the President of The American Legion Auxiliary 8th District is an understatement. I have enjoyed
every moment and when the year comes to a close
and I move on I will look back on the memories with
great fondness. It has been my honor to have served
and I look forward to the new ways of service in my
future. 8 IS GREAT!

Hoping everyone finds themselves well amidst this
pandemic. I would like to invite you all to keep celebrating more than 100 years of service not self into our
next 100 years. Just because the date has come and gone,
we should continue to celebrate. As well we should
continue to work our programs serving our veterans,
military, and their families. The Seventh District has
been hard at work, working our programs diligently. I
look forward to attending more meetings of my units
in the seventh district. I would like to challenge each
unit to recruit 1-5 new members this year for Madam
Department President, Mary Dubay, of the Seventh
district. There are awards for recruiting multiple members. Recruit Recruit Recruit. Bee-lieve in our mission.
Madam President Mary is working hard on her special
project, heroes-to-hives. An MSU extension program
that addresses both personal and financial wellness for
veterans through beekeeping. I am also working hard
to raise money and awareness for my special project,
Vets Returning Home. A homeless shelter in our district strictly for veterans, male and female, in Roseville
Michigan. They not only shelter and feed our homeless
vets but they help them find jobs, homes, vehicles, and
much more. Reports come upon us fast so please keep
track now of all you do throughout the year. REPORT!
REPORT! REPORT! Narratives and pictures are very
much encouraged. I am very pleased with our District’s
work as well as our entire Department of Michigan, for
our service not self, can do attitude. Keep up the great
work everyone. Let’s keep it up. Remember we can now
sign up spouses of both genders to the Auxiliary so get
out there and help our membership grow.
For God and Country.
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Church Sends Scout Units “Packin’” After 70 Years
CLYDE SINCLAIR
While working at the Department’s
recent camporee, I was approached by
the Scoutmaster of a local troop who
asked me if he could have a few minutes
of my time. Welcoming a break in my
activities I said “yes” and for privacy, we
walked away from the others in the area.
When we were a good distance from
everyone else, he told me that the
church which had chartered the troop
for 70 years was no longer going to
charter them. Obviously I was shocked!
He then asked me if I thought the local
Legion Post might be willing to charter
the troop. Being unsure, I told him I
would approach the Post and report
back. In response he encouraged me
to ascertain whether or not they would
take the Cub Scout Pack as well and the
Girls Troop, as they would be losing
their charters as well.
A week before the next Post meeting,
I emailed the Post Commander, Adjutant and First Vice to request time on
their meeting agenda, and then I waited.
Wanting to be as prepared as possible,
I asked the Scoutmaster and an Assis-

tant Scoutmaster, who turned out to be
an Air Force Veteran, to join me at the
meeting.
When it was time for me to speak, I
shared the news that the Scoutmaster
had shared with me while at the camporee. I then introduced the Scoutmaster
and Assistant Scoutmaster and asked
them to provide some details regarding the history of their troop and their
current status.
Unbelievable!!! I was not prepared
for the excitement and enthusiasm the
members of the Post had for the idea.
Nor did I expect the unanimous vote
to charter the units that was cast, as we
already charter a Cub Scout Pack.
We’ve all heard the saying “Timing
is everything” and there’s a lot of truth
to that. In one month’s time this Post
was joined together with a scout troop
that has influenced our community for
more than 70 years. Overnight, the Post
became the chartering organization of
three of the largest and most successful
scout units in our area.
The possibility of joining with the

Scout Troop and the two Cub Scout
Packs to perform community service
throughout our area is now on the horizon. With community service comes
influence and opportunities to recruit
more veterans into the Post. Together
these units, the Post, the Troop and the
Packs, can make more than twice the
impact upon our community as they
could apart.
Within days of our own Post meeting,
I received a call from another Legion
Scouter who informed me that their
Post had been approached by four Scout
units, a girl’s Scout Troop, a boy’s Scout
Troop, an Explore Post and a Cub Scout
Pack. The Post will be voting on chartering the units in the near future and it’s
expected that the result will be positive.
Now is the time for YOUR POST to
be on the alert for scout units that need
a new charter partner. As unfortunate
as it is, this current environment provides your Post and all of the American
Legion the opportunity to really make a
difference in our communities, our State
and our Nation. Don’t hesitate, act now!

The American Legion Department of Michigan

WINTER MEETING 2022 - FEBRUARY 11 – 13, 2022
Hosted by the American Legion Lansing Convention Corporation

WINTER MEETING REGISTRATION FORM
Crowne Plaza, 925 Creyts Road, Lansing MI 48917

Reservations will be made directly with the hotel at: 517.323.7100, when making them mention The American Legion to
receive the special room rate: $125.00 for 1 – 4 guests. There are NO suites available for this event. Deadline: Jan. 11, 2022.
The American Legion requires each person attending register with the corporation and be issued proper credentials to
attend any meeting, session or event in connection with the meeting. Registration is $15.00 per person.
REGISTRATION INFORMATION
		
Check one*
Name _________________________________________________________________ ☐TAL ☐ALA ☐SAL
☐ALR
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip: ________________________________________________________Phone:____________________
Additional registrants covered under same payment
Name: ______________________________________________________________ ☐TAL ☐ALA ☐SAL ☐ALR
Name: ______________________________________________________________ ☐TAL ☐ALA ☐SAL ☐ALR
Name: ______________________________________________________________ ☐TAL ☐ALA ☐SAL ☐ALR
Total number of registrations _________ times (x) $15.00= ____________________
Checks should be made payable to: American Legion Lansing Convention Corporation and mailed to: 2368 Lake Lansing
Road, East Lansing MI 48823 . Confirmation of registration being received will be emailed from: dbates2368@aol.com Contact: with any questions. Dale Bates 517.351.8955
*TAL=The American Legion ALA= American Legion Auxiliary SAL=Sons of the American Legion ALR=American Legion Riders

By resolution, the current position of
the National Headquarters regarding
chartering Scout units remains:
“That post commanders cooperate in
the Boy Scout movement and encourage
members of the Legion to render such
service as they may be able, especially as
organizers and leaders of Scout troops.”
Please direct your questions regarding
this message to: csinclair@usa.com
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2022 Upper Peninsula Winter Tour
January 16 to 22, 2022
SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 2022
Start of Winter Tour at Sault Saint Marie
Post #3
American Legion Post #3
3 Legion Drive
Sault Saint Marie, MI 49783
Phone: (906) 322-3592
Post Commander: Roger Merchberger
5pm for Social Hour & 6pm Dinner
Dinner Menu: Louisiana Style Gumbo
made with chicken and sausage.
MONDAY, JANUARY 17, 2022
Travel time between posts: 1 hour, 21
mins / 80.3 miles
American Legion Post #290
N6729 M-117
Engadine, MI 49827
Phone: (906) 477-6229
Leave 9:00am from Lobby, 10:00am
from hotel with arrival time
at post 11:30am - Lunch @ 12:00 noon.
1:00pm departure for hotel.
Post Commander: Louis Oberle
Lunch Menu: Cheeseburgers & Fries
Travel time between posts: 2 hour, 32
mins / 147.7 miles
4:00 pm to Hotel, Leave hotel at 5:15pm
departure
5:30pm, Dinner 6:00pm
American Legion Post #146
818 1st Street
Menominee, MI 49858
Phone: (906) 792-8598
Post Commander: Tom Chernetski
Dinner Menu: To be determine
TUESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2022
Travel time between locations: 1 hour, 2
mins / 55.5 miles
U.P. Military Museum
1001 N. Lincoln Road
Escanaba, MI 49829
Phone: (906) 786-2192
Leave 7:00am from lobby, 7:15am from
hotel to Museum. 10:00am departure
time.
Travel time between locations: 32 mins
/ 28 miles
The American Legion Post # 340
W5503 River Street
Hermansville, MI 49847
Phone: (906) 448-9633
Post Commander: Grace Murray
Lunch Menu – To Be Determined
11:30am arrival time, Lunch at 12:00

noon
Walk or drive across the street to Museum. 10:00am departure time. 2:00pm
Departure time for hotel.
Tom St. Onge, Vietnam Veterans
Museum
W5547 River Street N
Hermansville, MI 49847
Travel time between posts: 1 hour, 20
mins./ 68.9 miles
4:15 pm in lobby, 4:45 pm leave lobby
5:00pm arrival time, 6:00pm dinner.
The American Legion, Post #21
212 Washington Ave
Iron River, MI 49935
Phone: (906) 284-0078
Post Commander: Richard Weatherholt
*Guest Speaker: Katie Moxen, Iron
Mountain Veterans Affairs Medical
Center
Dinner Menu: Mexican Night with Tacos,
Taco salad, Nachos
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2022
Travel time between locations: 2 hours,
13 mins / 126.4 miles
7:45am in lobby, 8:00am leave lobby,
10:30am arrival time
The Moving Wall
30334 Wilcox Road
White Pine, MI 49971
Phone: (906) 885-5599
Travel time between locations:
3 mins / 2 miles
Lunch after tour – Depart 1:00pm
American Legion Post #462
62 Hemlock Street
White Pine, MI 49971
Phone: (906) 885-5682
Post Commander: Arron Gray
Lunch Menu: Soup & Sandwiches.
Travel time between posts: 1 hour, 30
mins / 79.1 miles
The American Legion, Post #90
390 Front Street
Lake Linden, MI 49945
Phone: (906) 369-1778
Post Commander: Ronald Schmitt
Dinner Menu: To be determined
THURSDAY, JANUARY 20, 2022
Travel time between posts: 18 mins/ 11.8
miles
The American Legion, Post #186
1308 W. Quincy Street
Hancock, MI 49930

Phone: (906) 281-2050
Post Commander: Rod Guilbault
Morning Menu: To be determined,
special request for a light menu, bagels
and fruit?
Travel time between posts: 42 mins / 35
miles
The American Legion, Post #144
115 Front Street
L’Anse, MI 49946
Phone: (906) 395-1181
Post Commander: Dan Larsen
Lunch Menu: To be determined, special
request for spaghetti has been highly
recommended.
Travel time between posts: 1 hour, 15
mins / 67.6 miles
The American Legion, Post 44
700 West Bluff Street
Marquette, MI 49855
Phone: (906) 361-1230
Post Commander: Jim Wallis
*Guest Speaker: Sarah Johnson, Representative from Jacobetti Veterans Home
Dinner Menu: To be determined
FRIDAY, JANUARY 21, 2022
Travel time between posts: 23 mins /
18.3 miles
The American Legion, Post #114
3050 County Road 496
Greenwood, MI 49849
Phone: (906) 250-4546
Post Commander: David Abraham
Morning Menu: Donuts, Fruit & Coffee,
Orange Juice Tentative
Travel time between posts: 1 hour, 6
mins / 59.9 miles
American Legion Post #131
610 W. Munising Ave.
Munising, MI 49851
Phone: (906) 387-5803
Post Commander: Rocky VanDorn
Lunch Menu: Sub Sandwiches
Travel time between posts: 1 hour, 39
mins / 103.9 miles
Final Destination & End of Tour
American Legion Post # 74
7964 M-123
Newberry, MI 49868
Phone: (906) 293-842
Post Commander: Joseph Bennett
Dinner Menu: To be determined

Hotel Listings

Please advise when booking room (s), please provide the following: - You are a participant of “The American Legion 2022
Winter Tour”.Request veteran rates for your stay as you are a Family Member of the American Legion.
All Hotels have wifi and morning breakfast included in room prices. NOTE: Once you have booked your room (s), please
send confirmation of attendance to Wendy Retzloff, 5th Zone Commander @ wretzloff0@aol.com or call 906 360-9792.
Sunday, January 16-17th, 2022 – Sault Saint Marie
Budget Host Crestview
1200 Ashmun Street, Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Phone (906) 635-5213
$69 to $89.00 estimate room rates

Wednesday, January 19-20th, 2022 - Houghton
Quality Inn & Suites
215 Shelden Ave, Houghton, MI 49931
Phone (906) 482-1400
$139.00 room price

Monday, January 17-18th, 2022 – Menominee
AmericInn by Wyndham Menominee
2330 10th Street, Menominee, MI 49858-2002
Phone: 906 863-8699
$103.50 Estimated room rate before discounts

Thursday, January 20-21st, 2022 – Marquette
Days Inn by Wyndham Marquette
2403 US 41 West, Marquette, MI 49855
Phone: 906 225-1393
$85.35 plus tax

Tuesday, January 18-19th, 2022 - Iron River
AmericaInn by Wyndham
40 E Adams Street, Iron River, MI 49935
Phone (906) 214-2308
$127.50 Per room

Friday- Sunday, January 21-23rd, 2022 – Newberry
HOTEL IS PRESENTLY CLOSED – PLEASE CALL &
BOOK ROOM AFTER DECEMBER 26, 2021.
Americas Best Value Inn
12956 M-28, Newberry, MI 49868
Phone (906) 293-4000
$80.00 room price estimate.
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Down at the Old Wild West Camporee
CLYDE SINCLAIR, Camporee Committee Chairman
The 3rd Annual Scouting Camporee held at Wilwin on
October 15th through the 17th was a great success with
nearly 200 campers and staff in attendance. Though the sky
was overcast with occasional light rain Friday, dry weather
held out for Saturday and spirits were high.
The camporee officially kicked-off Saturday morning
as members of Hastings Troop 175 raised the flag and led
campers in the pledge of allegiance. The pledge was quickly followed by Past Commander Barry Wood who made
introductions, discussed the schedule for the weekend and
described the activities that were in store. Activities for
the day included Archery, Shooting (BB guns), Fly Fishing,
Lassoing, Indian Lore, Animal Trail Signs, an 8 Knot Relay
and a 40’ Climbing Tower.
After enjoying a day filled with awesome activities, those
in attendance enjoyed a great bonfire complete with songs
and skits, followed by a tasty Cracker Barrel before heading
to bed.
The Camporee closed Sunday morning after a flag ceremony and presentations made for troops excelling in the
activities. The over-all high score was achieved by Hastings
Troop 175 who was then presented with the Camporee
Coup Stick. Troops checked out and by noon they were
gone.
Overall the camporee was another huge success for the
Department.
As I sit here thinking about the camporees we’ve had over

Members of American Legion Post 51 in Buchanan are shown
presenting a check for $750.00 from the Legion family to the local food pantry. Pictured above: Larry Money Alt.NEC, Darlene
Clevenger President of RAM, Marvin Pruett Post 51 Commander, Jerry Swartz Post 51 Finance Officer

the past three
years, many
thoughts and
emotions
come forth.
The committee faced a
challenge of
a different
type at each
camporee.
Our 2019 camporee, our “100” year anniversary camporee, was a challenge because it was our first camporee.
Many hours were spent by the committee discussing ideas
and plans - all untried to date - but with a committee made
up of Legion Scouters we were ready for the challenge. As
a result the camporee was a huge success.
The 2020 Camporee brought a whole new set of challenges with Covid-19 restrictions and requirements. In the end
we rose to the challenge and provided three independent
and separate camporee events. Again, our committee met
the challenge and each event was a huge success. It was
obvious the youth were ready to get outside and burn off
some house-bound energy, and they did. I’m proud to say
the “2020 Covid Challenge” camporee was a huge success.
While planning the 2021 “Old Wild West” camporee
we were approached by the Michigan Crossroads Council
(MCC) and asked to allow them to join us in planning and
hosting the camporee. As in any new endeavor there were
challenges to be met by both the MCC and the Committee
members. Working with the MCC brought a whole new
dimension to our planning while offering unique opportunities. Together we worked through it and presented
the scouts in attendance, a camporee they will no doubt
remember forever.
The success we’ve had with each camporee is due to the
planning and work of so many, that it’s impossible to list
everyone. Members of the Camporee Committee and
other Legionnaires who raised their hand to help are to be
credited with the program’s success. In addition we must
not forget the Scout Unit Leaders who enthusiastically
volunteered to help us by staffing activities, and performing other tasks as needed. The camporees have been great
examples of the relationship between The American Legion
and the Boy Scouts of America.
As we move into 2022 and beyond, the Legion’s relationship with Scouting will become more important as times
change and challenges present themselves. It has been
my pleasure to serve each of you and The Department of
Michigan in recent years. May we never forget that our
nation’s youth are our nation’s future. Are we ready to
accept the challenges that loom ahead? Are we preparing
our nation’s youth to meet those challenges? If we love
this nation that so many of our comrades have died for, we
must raise our nation’s youth to treasure the Constitution
and the freedom it brings.
Thank you and May God Bless America

Southeastern Michigan
American Legion
Family

Four Chaplains
Memorial Service
January 30, 2022
Oxford American Legion
130 E. Drahner Rd.
Oxford MI 48371
Program begins at 2:00pm

O

American Legion
Veterans Affairs
& Rehabilitation

ur staff is dedicated to providing
the very best veterans’
advocacy to Michigan Veterans and their
families.They can assist
with Claims Prepara- GARY
EASTERLING
tion, Presentation and Director
appeal counsel in Veterans’ benefits services. We can assist
you and your dependents in getting
the Benefits that you have earned by
your service to your country.

Mr. Gary Easterling, Director,
Gary’s cell no. (313) 549-8557
Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director
Patrick V. McNamara Federal
Building
Room 1210, 477 Michigan Ave.
Detroit, MI 48226
al.vbadet@va.gov
------------------------------------Call the Detroit office for Field
Service Officer Schedule
Visit us www.mivabenefits.org
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Around the State...

Operation Copper County Active Duty

Alfred Erickson American Legion Post 186 and Auxiliary of Hancock,
MI began Operation Copper Country Active Duty this year. The purpose of the program is to support and thank our local active-duty troops
this Christmas with gifts from the Copper Country. A list of active-duty
servicemen and servicewomen was compiled and donation boxes were
available at various businesses. As always, the generosity from the local
businesses and residents was overwhelming. We have found through the
years, the people of the Copper Country area always come through for our
veterans and active military.
Post 186 mailed the Christmas packages with gifts from home this past
week to the active-duty troops. We hope this small gesture shows our
servicemembers the tremendous support and gratitude they have from the
Copper Country.
Alfred Erickson American Legion Post 186 thanks all who supported
Operation Copper Country Active Duty.

Auxiliary member Laura Olson giving
a donation container to Jennifer and
Jim Peterson, owners of Peterson
Chiropractic. Jennifer is also an Auxiliary member and Jim is a member
of Post 186. Pictured below are the
gifts that were sent to the troops.

Veteran’s Day Ceremony

D.W. Cassard Post 208 (Kentwood) Color Guard present Colors
for the Veteran’s Day celebration ceremony at the Samaritas Assisted Living Facility.
Color Guard members L-R Gerry Guttormson, Mike Verdugo,
Keith Miller and Wayne Pitsch presented and posted our National Colors during the opening portion of the facilities Veteran’s Appreciation Program, on Veteran’s day evening.

Jacobetti receives Nu-Step Cross Trainer

Donation from the kids

In October, Petoskey Schools committed to a school- wide
“Day of Kindness” on November 5. The High School Social Studies Department, on the suggestion of teacher Jordan Yost, decided their six classes would get together and do a Walk-a-Thon to
raise money for a worthy cause within the community. Teacher
Matt Henning suggested Petoskey’s American Legion Post as the
beneficiary of the fund raising efforts, especially as the event
would be so close to Veterans Day. Department Chair Nate Gross
reached out to Carl O. Weaver Post 194 and Post Adjutant Brian Morrison agreed that it would a great thing for the students
to raise money for the area veterans and the American Legion
would be proud to receive those funds.
The day after Veterans Day, Mr. Gross delivered the collected
funds to Mr. Morrison at the American Legion post. Altogether,
the students had raised over $1,100 for the veterans. Today’s
presentation ceremony is to make sure the students get the credit they deserve for the work they put in. Thanks to the students
and teachers of Petoskey High School, but especially to the many
parents, grand-parents, aunt and uncles, other family members,
and friends who supported their walk efforts with pledges. The
money raised will benefit area veterans with emergency needs
and for other programs that offer direct support to veterans.
American Legion Members present were Steve Sutton, Commander Brian Morrison, Adjutant Bryan Klawuhn. Petoskey High
School Social Studies Department members present were Nate
Gross, Department Chair; Jordan Yost, walk-a-thon idea; Matt
Henning, suggested for the American Legion

The American Legion Family of Marquette strives to contribute to the care and comfort of Veterans, recently by donating a NuStep Cross Trainer. Seen here presenting a check to Jacobetti Administrator Ron Oja (back), Volunteer Coordinator Sarah Johnson
(from right), Director of Nursing Cary Lincoln, and Director of Restorative Services Samantha Knuttila are (from left) District 12
Commander Carl Morrison, Post 44 Adjutant Tom Ranta, Sons of the American Legion Member Bruce Wentela, and Auxiliary 1st
Vice President Linda Kaare.
“At the Michigan Veteran Homes D. J. Jacobetti, we work diligently to provide an excellent quality of life for our veterans. We
are thrilled to receive this donation for a brand new NuStep machine for our Physical Therapy gym. We appreciate the generous
support of American Legion Post 44 Family and are excited that our veterans at the MVHDJJ will have access to high quality equipment.” stated Sarah Johnson.
The Legion Family would like to thank the Marquette community for their support of our fundraising projects. Much of the
funding for this donation came from the last can/bottle drive.

Donations for the kids

Munising Post 44 and Munising Post 131 presented a $1,000
check to Munising Memorial Hospital for pediatric use. The
money was raised by collecting aluminum tabs in the Munising, Ishpeming and Marquette communities as well as from the
Posts canteens.
Pictured left to right; Ray Carlson, Post 44; Bill Henninger,
Post 131; Christi Salo, CNO Munising Memorial Hospital; Sandy
McGovern, CEO Munising Memorial Hospital; Rocky VanDorn,
Cmdr. Post 131; John Cotey, Post 131

UPHS Bell Memorial Hospital in Ishpeming was presented with
a $1,000 check to benefit “Bell Babies”.
Pictured left to right (back row) Michele Palomaki, Director of
Physician Practices; Tami Ketchem, HR Director; Mitch Leckelt,
CEO; June Hanson, CNO; Dick Sharland, Post 114; Rod Koivula, Post 114; Tom Sharland, Post 114; Tom Ranta, Post 44 (front
row) Laurie Collins, RN; Megan Stasevich, RN; Kaitlynne Pitman,
RN; Lenora Olgren, RN, OB Director; Dave Abraham, Cmdr. Post
114; Frank Donckers, Post 44; Carl Hosang, Post 114

