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A Pair of Donations
On the left: A $4,000.00 check was presented to the Jacobetti Veterans Home in Marquette from the UP Convention Corporation. Pictured Left to Right: Cary Lincoln, Director of 
Nursing, Samantha Knuttila, RN, Restorative Services and Ray Carlson, UP Convention Corporation
On the right: A $1000.00 check was presented to the UP Honor Flight at Gladstone Post #71 at UP Fall Meeting on October 2, 2021. This gift was also from the UP Convention Cor-
poration. Pictured Left to Right:Gary Scholtz, Sr., UP Convention Corporation, Jeff Sladstag, UP Honor Flight, Jerry Hicks, UP Convention Corporation

Tom DeCarlo was presented the Good 
Guy Award trophy by PDC Bill Hafeman 
at the UPAALP Fall Meeting at 
Gladstone Post #71 on October 2, 
2021. The trophy was not present at 
the Good Guy Award dinner at Dept. 
Convention in Sault Ste. Marie this past 
July.
Standing in Front; Tom DeCarlo, 2021 
Good Guy Awardee and 
PDC Bill Hafeman
Standing in the back; UPAALP 
Commander Wendy Sexton and 
UPAALP Adjutant, Ray Carlson

Good Guy Award
Presentation
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Do you have a photo you would like 
to submit for the Michigan Legionnaire 
and/or website use? E-mail it to us at 
info@michiganlegion.org.
 Please keep the photo at least 200 
dpi or larger. If you are submiting . 
a hard copy photo, please note photos 
printed from a home printer cannot be 
used, nor can photos clipped from news-
papers.
 We look for photos showing Legion 
caps in action whenever possible.
 Interested in placing an ad in the 

Michigan Legionnaire? Please Contact 

info@michiganlegion.org 
517-220-2747

 Greetings Legion Family.  It looks like we are off to 
another great year even though current events have been 
somewhat discouraging.  We are still dealing with Covid 
and variants.  Our Veteran  families and our Legion are 
also impacted by financial issues.  The cost of living is 
up and this has an impact on the price of goods and ser-
vices. Unemployment is still high even though there is 
a work force shortage.  It’s sad when you see business-
es close. I’m glad we have  Economic, Employment and 
Veterans Affairs committees working to assist our Veter-
ans.
 The news reported recently that the number of peo-
ple eating out and flying is greater than the percentage 
of people returning to work.  This makes you wonder 
where people are getting the increased income to pay for 
it all.  We still have the big debate over wearing masks.  
These issues are upsetting and have put people on edge.  
The people who have returned to work are often over-
worked.  So, when you venture out, make sure to pack 
your patience as well.  Don’t add to the stress of others 
trying to serve you.  I even tip a little extra because I am 
grateful for their service.  And, it makes me feel good to 
see how much it is appreciated.
 I recently heard a preacher describe life as a ship 
cruising through the sea.  I’m sure our Navy and Coast 
Guard friends can relate to this.  He said that sometimes 
the water is smooth and the skies are sunny and peace-
ful.  Other times, the storm clouds rage and the voyage 
is dangerous.  But, I will fear not because I know the one 
who can calm the sea.  His words brought to mind Isaiah 
43:1&2, ”I have summoned you by name and you are 

mine.  When you pass through the water I will be with 
you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not 
sweep over you.”  That same day while on the internet 
I came across a similar saying.  It described adversity, 
anxiety and trouble as a storm that pounds a ship.  “It’s 
not the water that surrounds the ship that sinks it, it is 
the water you let inside.”  So, batten down the hatches 
and be strong.  Don’t let the negativity around us get in-
side.  
 In training classes I remind Chaplains (and it ap-
plies to all of us) that people are watching us both in-
side and outside of the Post.  This includes our family.  
Hopefully we are a good influence. When I wrote my last 
article about feeding the “Good Wolf ” inside of us all my 
ten year old granddaughter heard the story and was im-
pressed.  She wanted to write her own article and make 
a presentation slide.  I agreed to find a scripture for her.  
This is what she wrote:
 Are You The Rain or the Rainbow?  When I was 
young I always loved rainbows (again, she is only ten, 
lol).  While the years went by I realized when you want 
to be a rainbow, you first have to put up with the rain.  
Shine through the mist and you will be given success.  
God said, “I have set my rainbow in the clouds as a sign 
of my promise to you,” Genesis 9:13.
 Yes, I am a proud grandpa.  Dear Lord, I hope I nev-
er rain on somebody’s parade or make things more diffi-
cult for others.  I pray that each day I can make someone 
happy, ease someone’s pain or be an inspiration.  Let me 
be the rainbow.  
 God bless you all. - Chaplain Eddie 

Chaplain’s artiCle
EDDIE W. BROWN, State Chaplain

“Be the Rainbow”

  Could your Post use an additional $1000 to $2000? 
The Mission Blue post assistance program is here to 
help your post with a financial need. Posts that have 
qualified in the past can submit another application for 
an additional $1000 as well!
   For Post that have never filed an application you can 
request up to $2000 now. The National organization 
has authorized new limits with different guidelines. To 
get an application go to www.michiganlegion.org and 
click on Mission Blue application. Send this application 
to Kim at 212 N. Verlinden Ave Lansing, MI 48915 or 
email kim@michiganlegion.org    
   Mission Blue UPDATE - if a post has already received 
a grant, they can reapply for an additional $1,000. Only 
need an application. No other documents required. 
   Posts who have not submitted and meet all of the 

qualifications on the application, they can receive up to 
$2,000.
If a post has met all of the qualification on the applica-
tion, except for the insurance requirement and/or the 
CPR requirement, the post can receive up to $1,000.

Mission Blue Grant - Post Assistance Program Update
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RICHARD DUBAY
Department Commander

headquarters

Commander Dillard tours Home for Veterans, Coast Guard
Station, Air Wing National Guard, Fort Custer National Cemetary

I had the honor and 
privilege to be able to 
travel with the National 
Commander Paul Dil-
lard and his aide, Wal-
ter Ivie, as he toured the 
west side of the State of 
Michigan.   While with 
us, Commander Dillard 

had the opportunity to visit the new state of the 
art facility at the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans.  
What a marvelous facility for our veterans to be 
able to live in and to receive the care that they need. 

      We visited and toured the Coast Guard sta-
tion in Grand Haven.  The young men who gave us 
the tour of the station and explained what they do 
were fantastic and it was very interesting to learn 

what they do for rescue, both in the summer and 
winter.  

     Colonel Holtz gave us a tour of the 100th Air 
Wing National Guard in Battle Creek. The Air Na-
tional Guard has a long history of playing a major 
role in the defense of our nation. The tour includ-
ed a visit to the 217th AOG, where they explained 
their role in the Cyber Security of our nation; a 
stimulator, to see how they train for flight; and a 
visit to Starbase, which is a math and science-based 
program for 5th graders. We also stopped at Fort 
Custer National Cemetery.  The Avenue of Flags as 
you enter the cemetery is extremely impressive.  

     One of the comments that we heard consis-
tently as we visited both the Grand Rapids Home 
for Veterans and the Air Base was how much they 
appreciated what the American Legion and the 

other service organizations do for the veterans and 
the military and their families.  Keep up the good 
work and know that what you do matters!

     Many thanks to Grand Haven Post #28 and 
South Haven Post #49 for all of the courtesies that 
they extended to the National Commander while 
he was with us.  Many thanks as well to Jim “Doc” 
McCloughlan, Medal of Honor Winner, for taking 
time from his schedule to meet with Commander 
Dillard.  Not to be forgotten, Brian Mohlman and 
Post #257 for making all of the arrangements for 
our visits to the air base and the cemetery. 

     In my travels, I have heard many comments 
about our programs and are we holding them this 
year.  The answer is YES.  In the October 2021 issue 
of the Legionnaire, you will find information about 
all of our scholarships, Boy State, Student Trooper, 
Junior Shooting, Baseball, Scouting, and Oratorical 
contests.  You will find the program dates and appli-
cation deadlines for entries.  If you haven’t already, 
get this information to your schools.  Oratorical is 
looking for young people who would like to speak 
on the Constitution.  The Boy’s State Chairman has 
informed me that if you would like to send some-
one to Boy’s State, but don’t have a participant, they 
will find you one.

     Membership is the backbone of the American 
Legion for without our membership, we can’t work 
our mission.  Reach out to your friends, neighbors, 
the person down the street, maybe the man, and or 
lady, in the store that you strike up a conversation 
with, you may find out that they are a veteran and 
would like to join but had never been asked.  While 
he was with us, Commander Dillard signed up 5 
new members just by asking.  

     But it isn’t just about getting new members, it 
is also about retaining the members that we already 
have.  I’m asking you to reach out to that member 
who doesn’t come to meetings any more.  As the 
holidays approach, it is a lonely time for many of 
our members.  Call them, visit them, contact them 
in any manner that you wish, but don’t forget them. 

     I would like to extend Holiday greetings 
from my family to yours and to all of the American 
Legion Family.

Runyan’s Ramblings
 

It was a very busy Octo-
ber here in Michigan!!! 
National Commander 
Dillard flew into Grand 
Rapids and spent five 
days on the western 

shoreline in our won-
derful state. It could have been a bit warmer and 
drier for this trip, but in all it went exceptional. I 
want to thank the Grand Rapids Home for Veter-
ans for touring the new facilities and explaining 
the new layout. The grounds and buildings are 
state of the art. I want to thank Grand Haven Post 
28 and South Haven Post 49 for their hospitality 
and hosting the National Commander. While in 
Grand Haven Commander Dillard made a visit 
to the Coast Guard station and even got to board 
a 47 foot motor life boat. Commander Dillard 
extends his thanks to all members of the Legion 
family for the trip and everything we do to Never 
leave any veteran behind. These plans were in-
strumental with the assistance from Brian Mohl-
man, Garrett Veihl, Duane & Barb Miller, Fire-

keepers Casino & Hotel, the Air National Guard 
base in Battle Creek and Wilwin Lodge. Thanks 
also to all that attended Wilwin Lodge to meet 
Commander Dillard and to our SAL Detachment 
Commander Zach Pendell for his amazing grill 
work to ensure we were all fed.
 As you are receiving the paper it should be 
very close to Veterans Day. Thank you for your 
service not only to our country, but for your 
continued service in our organization. Your ded-
icated time and membership makes a difference 
to veterans and the youth in Michigan on a daily 
basis!
 We will be starting to also celebrate holidays 
coming soon. As this season starts and we all 
have more family & travel plans to see each other. 
Be mindful of each other and I encourage you to 
stay safe and healthy for another year. If traveling 
you might check into your Legionnaire Insurance 
Trust benefits at www.thelit.com 
 Did you know that membership makes a 
great gift? So, ask yourself who you could buy a 
membership for in your family or friends?
Spread the word about all the great things 
we do. 
 I wish you all a happy and safe holiday sea-
son.

RON RUNYAN
Department
Adjutant 
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2022 Membership as of Oct. 25, 2021 - 34,539 - 60.83% for 56,776 goal

DISTRICT MEETINGS
1ST DISTRICT
February 7, 2022    Post 32 - 7:00 pm
April 4, 2022    Post 390 - 7:00 pm
May 2, 2022    Post 32 - 7:00 pm
2ND DISTRICT
January 9, 2022  IDA POST 514 2PM
March 13, 2022  ONSTEAD POST 550 2PM
April 23, 2022  BROOKLYN POST 315 
 HOSTING MEMORIAL SEFVICE 4PM
May 15, 2022  JACKSON POST 29 2PM 
3RD DISTRICT
Officers Meeting at 11:30 am, Lunch at Noon, Meeting at 1 pm
November 7, 2021 Post 53 Hillsdale 1611 Steamburg Rd
January 9, 2022 Post 79 Marshall  11401 17 Mile Rd
March 6, 2022 Post 257 Harper Creek  
 7475 B Dr. N. Battle Creek
May 1, 2022 Post 55 Albion  1230 Edwards St
June 23-26 Held at State Convention
4TH DISTRICT
November 7, 2021 South Haven  Post 49
January 9, 2022 Allegan  Post 89
March 6, 2022 Sturgis  Post 73
May 1, 2022 Hastings  Post 45
Meetings begin at 1:30 p.m.

5TH DISTRICT
*District E-board meetings will be held at Post 154 7p
Aug, October, Dec., Feb, Apr., Jun. (Dinner is available for pur-
chase at the post from 5 pm until 6:30 pm. Menus will vary)
JANUARY 13, 2022 Post 179 (Grandville)
MARCH 10, 2022 Post 208 (Kentwood)  (Nom. of Officers)
MAY 12, 2022 Post 28 (Grand Haven) (Elect. of Officers)
JULY 14, 2022 LOCATION TBD by Next Commander
All District Post Meetings and E Board Meetings are at 7 pm
6TH DISTRICT
November 7, 2021 Swartz Creek Post 294 - 11 - 2:30pm
 3440 Morrish Rd, Swartz Creek, 48473
January 9, 2022            Leslie Post 49 - 11 - 2:30pm
 422 Woodworth St., Leslie, 49251
March 12, 2022 Pinckney Post 419 - 11 - 2:30pm     
 9807 Whitewood Rd, Pinckney, 48169
May 1, 2022                 Holt Post 238 - 11 - 2:30pm
 1785 Cedar St., Holt, MI 48842
7TH DISTRICT
January 9, 2022 Lapeer
March  13, 2022 Caro
May 8, 2022 Mt. Clemens Post 4
June Dept - 1:00pm     Eboard - 2:00pm  
 District Meeting

8TH DISTRICT
12:00 to 1:00 pm MyLegion training 1:00 pm Dinner, 
the meetings will begin after everyone has eaten and any joint 
business has concluded.
November 7, 2021 Hubbardston Post 182
January 9, 2022 Chesaning Post 212
March 6, 2022 Elsie Post 502
May 1, 2022 Owosso Post 57
10TH DISTRICT
November 6th 2021 Noon, Mikado Post
 254 2205 Alger St,  Mikado, 48745
January 8th 2022 Noon, Morley Post 554, 
 2560 Northland Dr, Morley, 49336
March 5th 2022 Noon, Linwood Post 239, 
 557 N Garfield Rd, Linwood, 48634
May 8th 2022 Noon, Bay City Post 18, 
 700 Adams St, Bay City, MI 48708
16TH DISTRICT
Nov. 9, 2021 Flat Rock Post 337
Dec. 14, 2021 Southgate Post 478 PSO at 6:30 pm
Jan. 11, 2022 Stitt Post 232
Feb. 8, 2022 Fort Dearborn Post 364
March 8, 2022 Wyandotte Post 217
Apr. 12, 2022 Trenton Post 426 PSO at 6:30pm

May 10, 2022 Lincoln Park Post 67 
 ** Memorial & Elections
June 14, 2022 Garden City Post 396
Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m., PSO school begins at 6:30 p.m.
Memorial service 6:30 p.m.
18TH DISTRICT
November 21, 2021 Sunday - 2:00 pm
 Hill Gazette Post 143, 96 Churchhill Rd.
 Auburn Hills 48326
January 23, 2022 Royal Oak 253 Phone 248-546-0499
March 27, 2022 Royal Oak 253 Phone 248-546-0499
* May 22, 2022 Royal Oak Post 253 Phone 248-546-0499
 * Election of District Officers for 2022-23
Meeting for District Legion Only
District Meetings Convene at 2:00 p.m.
19TH DISTRICT
The 19th District meetings held at The Gaylord Bowling Center 
(VETS, Inc), 1200 Gornick Avenue, Gaylord. 
Service Officer/General Topic Training at 10 AM,
Social Greeting 11 AM, lunch served aNoon. 
Legion and Auxiliary District meetings at 1 PM.
December 4, 2021

Submit District Meeting dates and information to 
info@MichiganLegion.org

 The Leighr A. Wright American Legion Post 53 of 
Hillsdale has launched its Mobile Canteen Unit pro-
gram aimed at servicing first responders during pro-
longed response times. 
 “Our goal is to help keep our firefighters hydrated 
and energized while they do what they do best,” said 
Corey Murray, the MCU program coordinator and 
second-vice commander for American Legion Post 53. 
“Research shows that firefighters exert as much energy 
as professional athletes while fighting fire so being able 
to replenish fluids with electrolytes and provide some 
nourishment to keep them in the fight longer at their 
prime is vital.”
 While the program is still in its infancy, it has prov-
en its worth since launching in mid-August during a 
structure fire in Hillsdale Township and has been wel-
comed with open arms by firefighters throughout the 
county.
 Since then, the unit has self-dispatched to numer-
ous incidents throughout the county providing ice 
cold Gatorade and water to various first responders. 
And the Legion has expanded services to include light 
snacks.
 “We are very grateful for everyone involved in get-
ting this program started for the benefit of our first 
responders,” said Michael Rose, president of the Hills-
dale County Firefighters Association. “This program 
is serving two-fold: providing our firefighters a place 
to rest and re-hydration. The threats imposed on our 
firefighters by dehydration and heat exhaustion during 
lengthy responses is always a concern.”
 Hillsdale Hospital donated $5,000 to the program 
earlier this year in seed money and the Hillsdale Coun-
ty Fire Association donated a used enclosed trailer unit 
to Post 53 for the program which has since been fully 
refurbished by Hillsdale Buick GMC.
 Additional donations received for the program this 
fall have provided for the expansion of services in 
keeping the MCU fully stocked and ready for forward 

deployment at any time, 24 
hours a day, seven days a 
week. 
 “This may be a Legion-led 
program, but in reality it is 
Hillsdale County standing 
behind their veterans aim-
ing to provide a quality ser-
vice to all Hillsdale County 
first responders while they 
go forward to save lives and 
property,” Murray said. “It is 
the epitome of small town 
America. We look out for 
our neighbors and take care 
of our own.”
 Several volunteers from 
the Boyce-Carpenter-Bunce 
American Legion Post 195 
of Jonesville have stepped 
up to assist with the MCU 
program and the Sons of the 
American Legion Post 360 
have provided a financial 
contribution.
 Murray pointed to the non-Post specific lettering on 
the trailer itself and said the goal of this program from 

the beginning was to incorporate volunteers from oth-
er American Legion Posts throughout Hillsdale Coun-
ty to be able to respond with the unit in their commu-
nities to serve their first responders.
 Murray announced the launch of “Phase II” of the 
MCU program in October as an additional $17,000 
fundraising goal was set to purchase a 10 foot by 20 
foot self-inflating rehabilitation tent with complete 
HVAC and lighting. 
 The tent will be a two-tone navy blue and white 
scheme with Legion graphics and provide climate-con-
trolled space for up to eight firefighters to undergo 
medical rehabilitation and evaluation by up to two 
paramedics. 
 Murray said the tent system could be used outside of 
firefighter rehab needs as a mobile command center for 
first responders or as a mass casualty collection point 
should the need ever arise within Hillsdale County or 
surrounding jurisdictions. It could also be deployed 
forward at any time at the request of Hillsdale County 
Emergency Management. 
 “This all started earlier this year when we took a se-
rious look at some of the shortcomings in our com-
munity and evaluated our options as to where our Le-
gionnaires could have a positive impact in a significant 
way,” Murray said. “Our first responders may be short-
staffed and underfunded but they still go forth every 
single day so that others may live…to protect lives and 
property. The brotherhood and camaraderie in the fire 
service and amongst our law enforcement partners is 
comparable to what I loved most about my military 
service.”
 Murray is hopeful the MCU program can be used as 
an example to encourage other American Legion Posts 
throughout the state of Michigan to think outside the 
box and find new, energizing ways to connect with 
their communities as a pillar of selfless service and 
volunteerism in holding true to American Legion core 
values.

Legionnaires launch ‘canteen service’ for first responders
The American 
Legion Disaster 
Response trailer, 
based in Hillsdale, 
MI, allows the 
Mobile Canteen 
Unit to forward 
deploy at a 
moments notice 
to anywhere in 
Hillsdale County 
within an hour of 
notification.

Hillsdale Township 
Firefighter Dominik 
Balser rehydrates 

during a residential 
structure fire in Cam-
bria, MI in September
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From the Desk of the President                                                                                     2021-2022 Department President, Mary Dubay

From the president’s desk

Season of Thankfulness

   It is hard to believe but the 
Season of Thankfulness is 
almost upon us.  
  In November, we observe 
Veterans Day.  A time that 
we come together to honor 
and thank all of our mili-
tary personnel, both those 

currently serving and our living Veterans for the 
sacrifices that they made for our country.  Take the 
time to also thank their families for their sacrifices 
as they allowed them to serve.
   We also express our gratitude and thanks at 
Thanksgiving for all of our blessings as we gather 
with family and friends to celebrate the holiday.
   This time of the year also brings us the many 
different festivities of Christmas as we are an orga-

nization made up of many different beliefs.  This 
is also the time of the year when we go into the 
various Veterans hospitals and homes and provide 
gifts for those Veterans who reside there.  Unfor-
tunately, due to COVID restrictions, we are still 
not allowed into the homes to do an actual gift 
shop.  The representatives are working with the 
staff at the facilities to see what they need or what 
is allowed, so please check with the Representative 
at the home you are assigned for further updates 
as to what can be done.

   Many of our members are busy preparing 
for all of these upcoming events with celebra-
tions, food distributions, parades, dinners and 
many other activities too numerous to men-
tion.  In all the hustle and bustle of the season of 

thankfulness and the upcoming holiday season, 
let us not forget our military personnel who live 
far from home, the Veteran who has no family, 
the community member who lives by themselves, 
the homeless in our community, and the children.  
Please especially remember the children, who due 
to circumstances, may not have that Thanksgiving 
dinner, or that present under the tree on Christ-
mas morning.

   From my family to yours, and to the entire Le-
gion family, many blessings for a Happy Thanks-
giving, a Merry Christmas, and a great holiday 
season.  Thank you for all you do.

MARY DUBAY
Auxiliary President 

ALA Girls State is Challenging You!

   Did you know that Michigan’s American Legion 
Auxiliary has a total of 18 Districts and 244 Units with 
the potential to sponsor at least 262 ALA Girls State 
Delegates? The ALA Girls State Committee would like 
to challenge those districts and units to sponsor at least 
one delegate to ALA Girls State!  We do realize that 
each district has a number of very small units so why 
not have those units join together for the purpose of 
giving a promising high school junior the opportunity 
of a lifetime. If you accept the challenge, send your res-
ervation form and check to the department office and the ALA Girls State 
Committee will find you a delegate from your district! The earlier you send 
them, the better chance we have of finding some great candidates!
   The 2022 Reservation Form with a sponsor guide attached, and the Del-
egate Application are now available at www.michalaux.org, click on Girls 
State.  The flyer being mailed to all the high schools in Michigan and other 

materials will be added to that webpage very soon.  Our 
2022 ALA Girls State session is scheduled for June 12-
18, 2022.  The reservation fee is $400, and the students 
will be registering with CampDoc again this year at a 
cost to them of $30.  
   
   We have discontinued the practice of having alter-
nates.  If a student completes an application she is inter-
ested in attending, so why put her on a back burner and 
give her time to make other plans? If your unit or dis-

trict receives more applications than you can handle financially, then please 
send them to Beryl Robbins at berylrobbins1980@gmail.com, who will 
work with the committee to find those applicants a sponsor. Do you know a 
student interested in attending TAL Boys State? Have them visit www.mich-
iganboysstate.org or contact Director Garrett Veihl at eggman1483@gmail.
com.  Let’s all work together to make this the best year yet!

BERYL ROBBINS
Auxiliary Girls State Chairman 2021 - 2022 
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MI UNIT 0029 Julie A Oexler
MI UNIT 0165 Barbara J Gilde
MI UNIT 0069 Nancy Deephouse
MI UNIT 0301 Barbara A Bacsik
MI UNIT 0300 Norene Goddard

Memory
Garden 

September 23, 2021 - 
October 25, 2021

   As the weather turns and we are heading into 
winter, it is even more important to BELIEVE in 
the Golden Rule. During the winter season, many 
things arise, whether it be snowed in, illness, or 
depression. We can all do our part to rectify this. 
   Call someone you have not seen at a meeting, 
and make sure they are doing well. If not, ask if 
there is anything you can do to help. For people 
who are shut in, ask that person if they need any 
errands done, grocery store, post office, etc. They 
may need a ride to appointments. 
   Send a thinking of you card or a get well card, 
whichever is fitting.

   Our elderly may need help shoveling. Reach out 
to your schools to find out if there are any chil-
dren who may need winter jackets, hats, gloves, 
etc. Hold a fundraiser to fill those needs
   For the caregivers of our Veterans, reach out 
to them. They may need to do some personal 
errands. You could stay with that Veteran so the 
caregiver can do those errands.  The caregiver 
may just need company. Have a cup of coffee, tea, 
etc. with them. Even a simple weekly phone call 
can make a difference. We all need to do our part.
“Never underestimate the difference you can make 
in the lives of others. Step forward, reach out, and 
help.  Reach out to someone that might need a lift”. 

- Pablo

JULIE BECKER
Auxiliary Department Chaplain 2021-2022

Chaplain artiCle

BELIEVE in the Golden Rule

   On September 16, 2021 the National Presi-
dent Kathy Daudistel from Kentucky stopped in 
Traverse City, MI on her way to Shanty Creek in 
Belaire for the Department Convention.  It was 
an exciting time for Unit 35 to host her visit, and 
have Judy Ritola unit president make the arrange-
ments for the day.
   Our first stop was to the VA Clinic in Traverse 
City. There we met up with the group for a tour of 
the   clinic. District 9 past Department President 
Georgia Downs, Unit 411, Hesperia, District #9 
President Helen Wisniewski, unit 35 President 
Judy Ritola, Past District President Sharon Reyn-
olds unit #10 of FreeSoil and her daughter Ter-
resa. District 9 1st Vice Dawn Gilbert unit #219, 
and Deb Williamson and Marcie Jorae from 
Department.  Our tour was guided by NP Kim 
Leftler a member from unit 35. What a special 
place the veterans have to go for all their medical 
appointments.
   The Presidents special project for the year is 

“Care Givers” and the VA Clinic gave us a presen-
tation about this.
   Next stop was Reigning Liberty Ranch where 
they have a facility that the veterans can go too, to 
connect with horses and just talk to the council-
ors. One of the veterans demonstrated the con-
nection he has with horses. It was amazing how 
they connected with each other.
   Next on the tour was to Memorial Park where 
we have a statue of the Gold Star Mother. We 
have the first one in Michigan. Afterwards we 
had a nice lunch.
   Besides going to our units meeting, I also attend 
once a month meeting of our Grand Traverse 
Area Coalition, where there are 45 different or-
ganization that work with our veterans. Reigning 
Liberty Ranch, 22 2 None, Peace Ranch, Coast 
Guard, State Police, American Legion Riders are 
just a few to name. We are Blessed to have so 
many here in the northern Michigan to help our 
veterans.

Ninth District Update
Helen Wisniewski
Auxiliary Ninth District President 2021 – 2022

A horse at Reigning Liberty Ranch, where veterans can 
connect with the horses and talk to counselors.

Memorial Park, where we have a statue of the Gold Star 
Mother. We have the first one in Michigan

 Juniors are our Future.  Include them in all you 
do.  Our Juniors do so much more than we report 
each year.  This year there is a special $100 award 
being given out at State Convention to the Junior 
Unit with the Best Overall Program.  Please take 
the time to note what the Juniors are doing all year 
and report!!
 Please check the Program Guide on Michalaux.
org for all the awards that the Juniors can submit 
for.  Two of these awards go onto National and 
could win in the Central Division and possibly 
overall Nationally. Our Juniors do so much in many 
ways such as helping with Fundraisers and Dinners.  
They also go to the Veterans Homes and learn so 
much. Remember the most important thing is to 
report and submit. This past year Michigan won 
Central Division for Best Overall Reporting, lets try 
and do it again!!!
 Remember that the Patch Program is another 
way of helping our Juniors learn and earn a patch to 
wear and show what they have achieved, the Young 
Sons (SAL) can also earn patches remember to in-
clude them.  This year our Convention will be sep-
arate from the State Convention and will be in the 
Spring. Details will be given out when confirmed. 
 This year we are working on getting together 
with our Juniors to have some mini-conferences 
around the State.  If you are able to host one, please 
get with me at chrismsu63@yahoo.com as soon as 
possible. We are looking to educate the Juniors on 
some of our programs, such as Poppies, Ameri-
canism, Community Service, VA & R and so much 
more.
 Mackenzie Townes from Unit #287 Glen Hill, 
Cedar Springs of the 5th District is your 2021-22 
Honorary Junior President, her project this year 
is K-9 Companions, it is located in Sparta, Michi-
gan. You can go online and get more information 
at k9camocompanions.com.   Mackenzie will be 
getting more information out on this as well.

Juniors Update
Christine Merlington
Auxiliary Juniors Chairman 2021 - 2022
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Sons of The American Legion
Detachment of Michigan Newsletter

PROUD POSSESSORS OF A PRICELESS HERITAGE

Top 5 for memberships and donations for Child Welfare
SAL DETACHMENT COMMANDER COMMENTS

Brothers, we are beginning our year with great ex-
pectations. 

We in Michigan are in the top five for meeting our 
goal for membership.   Thanks to all of your work in 
getting your membership cards into the Department 
and for the Department in turning them into Nation-
al. 

We are also in the top five nationally in donations 
for Child Welfare Foundation. 

Congratulations to you who have donated or have 
fund raising for this very special project. The Sons, na-
tionally are just a few hundred thousand dollars short 
of our goal of 9 million. Thank you all once again for 
what you are doing. 

 Please remember that everything you do counts somewhere for our vet-
erans. Keep daily records or monthly meeting records of what you are doing 
and to complete your consolidated report each year and submit it.   Out of 

210+ Squadrons we have less than 60 Squadrons who report each year. These 
reports are vital for National as well as ourselves. Remember that everything 
you do is important so it doesn’t matter what you did but what we do for 
Michigan and our veterans and our community.  We can all share in what we 
have done for Michigan but only when we all report.

Reports are due by May first prior to our convention.  Also be aware that 
last year only 1100 Squadrons reported nationally.  That is less than 12% re-
porting. Let’s have Michigan be the first to have 100 percent reporting. 

 To my brothers in the Upper Peninsula, 
I hope to see you in January for the Midwinter tour and convention. To 

all my brothers in Michigan I hope to see you in February for the Midwinter 
Conference in Lansing. 

Please have a safe and enjoyable Holiday season.  Please be proud of what 
you are doing for your veterans. 

I am extremely proud of everything you are doing for our Michigan vet-
erans and our Michigan Legion family.  God bless you all and happy holidays. 

ZACH PENDELL
SAL Commander

SAL

Sons of The American 
Legion Squadron #34 
Tecumseh, Michigan 
win national scrapbook 
award
   Tecumseh Squadron #34 submitted their community ser-
vice scrapbook at the Sons of the American Legion State 
Convention in June and won an award. The squadron’s book 
was then sent to SAL National Headquarters in Indianap-
olis, Indiana for national submission and a chance for the 
national award. Squadron #34 received the “Best Squadron 
in Community Service” national award at the National Con-
vention in Phoenix, Arizona this year. 
   The award represents what we did as a squadron in our 
pandemic year, and the various community oriented things 
the squadron did. We overcame obstacles the pandemic 
presented and always put the veteran first. Humbly we know squadrons all 
across our great state are doing what we do as well. We share the brother-
hood, the love of our fathers and grandfathers, and we can share some of the 

recognition as well. This award is to one squadron that represents many 
squadrons across the Detachment of Michigan serving veterans and their 
communities. 

MEMBERS AND OFFICERS OF SQUADRON 34: Left to Right: front row kneeling;  Randy Hernandez  
(Membership),  Dan Dotson (Adjutant); back row:  Lynn Gubbe (Chaplin),  Randy Sparks  (Judge Advocate),  
Tom Pollack (Sgt. at Arms),  Scott Gregory (Historian),  Kirk Maves (Commander),  Keith Kapnick (1st Vice),  
Earl Bolam (2nd Vice, Legion Riders President),  Joe Knadler (Finance)
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SAL

Dept Honorary Jr Chaplian Abbie Jones from unit 377 Chief Pontiac 
was upset when she heard about the 13 soldiers who were killed at 
the Kabul Airport. She didn’t like the pictures of the 13 beer bottles. 
She wanted to have a memorial service. So she planned one. She in-
vited Legion, Auxiliary SAL, the American Legion Riders, juniors and 
the VFW to join her in placing flags in the soldiers honor.

    Dan Fitzpatrick, Commander of Sons of the American 
Legion Squad #21 of Iron River/ Stambaugh was recently 
awarded the National Commanders Recruitment award and 
Pin.
    Commander Fitzpatrick has been instrumental in pro-
moting the ideals and Programs that make the Sons of the 
American Legion what it is today. National Commander 
Clint Bolt has a goal of 400,000 members this year and 
Dan’s efforts are helping to meet that goal..
    Clearly, receiving this award is a very special occasion. 
It is also a very special occasion for the Iron River/ Stam-
baugh Squadron since it is a testimony of his loyalty to the 
Son’s of The American Legion.

Fitzpatrick displays his Pin 
and National Commanders 

Recruitment award.

Sons of the American Legion 
Honors Dan Fitzpatrick 

with 
Membership Recruitment award.

time & plaCe Committee

Greetings and SALutations

The Time and Place committee is charged 
with dispensing information about all things 
“Convention”. Recently, the committee has 
re-visited the convention parameters. We 
have updated the guidelines based on recent 
experience putting together Detachment 
Conventions. We are now making that infor-
mation available to any Squadron, District, 
County, or combination of them, interested 
in becoming a Convention Committee. 
Step one: talk it over amongst yourselves. 
This may be your time to shine. 
Step two: talk to those that have done it 
before. I can’t stress this enough; experience 
IS the best teacher. Download our latest 
“Guidelines for a Detachment Convention” 
from the website.
Step three: line up local hotels and a hosting 
post.
Step four: fill out the bid form that you can 
download from michiganlegion.org.

Step five: bring it to a Detachment Executive 
Committee meeting for acceptance by the 
D.E.C. and the Americanism Chairman.
Step six: assemble your TEAM. And com-
municate, communicate, communicate! One 
person can not do it all. Delegate responsi-
bilities. The old adage “many hands make 
light work” is so true. There are a lot of us 
that have “been there, done that!” and we are 
ready to help guide you through this. Do not 
hesitate to ask.
Step seven: have fun. A task is not work if 
you are enjoying what you’re doing.
I apologize for all the cliché’s above. Some 
people will tell you that I haven’t had an orig-
inal thought for a long time. Though I chose 
to believe that they are wrong.
Thank you all for doing what you do.
For God and Country.
Yours in Americanism

RANDY D. JACKSON
Chairman, Time & Place Committee
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    Boys State is in need of a helping hand 
from all Legionnaires, Auxiliary, Sons of 
the American Legion, and our Legion 
Riders.  How can you help?  By getting the 
word out that the Boys State Program is 
up and running once again.  The past two 
years with no program we have lost our 
continuity with the schools, so we have to rebuild our relation-
ships with the schools.  That is where you all come in, we need to 
get into the schools and get delegates to sign up for the 2022 Boys 
State Program.  Please when going into the schools don’t forget to 
ask for delegates for Girls State too.  Let the counselors know that 
there are chances for the students to earn scholarships through 
Boys and Girls State.
   They will learn, by active participation, how representative gov-
ernment works.  They will learn Leadership, how to work as a team 
etc.  They will make friends that last a lifetime, some of them will 
gain a new level of confidence that will help them for the rest of 
their lives.  
   Where and when is Boys State and Girls State one might ask.  
Boys State is held at Grand Valley State University on the Allen-
dale Campus June 12-18 2022.  The cost is $400 per delegate, plus 
a $25 non-refundable registration fee.  The fee includes meals and 
lodging. Girls State is held at   Michigan State University, June 12-
18 2022.  The cost is $400 per delegate, plus a $30 non-refundable 
registration fee.  The fee includes meals and lodging

   For more information on Boys State contact Garrett Veihl at 
(616)502-8190  eggman1483@gmail.com  or State Headquarters at 
(517) 220-2754  legion@michiganlegion.org  More information on 
Girls State is available at  michalaux.org.  
 Thank You
 Garrett Veihl,
 Boys State Director

Boys, Girls State needs a
helping hand

2022 Winter Raffle

Send to Michigan American Legion Attn: Winter Raffle 212 N. Verlinden Ave. Lansing, MI 48915
Call Ashley Zimmer at 517-220-2754 for questions License #R62347

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________ St: __________________________ Zip: __________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________ Number of Tickets: _________ Total: $ ______________________________

Grand Prize 
$5,000

2nd Prize .........................$1,500
3rd Prize ..........................$1,000
4th – 9th ................... $500 each
10th – 19th  .............. $100 each

There is a $100 bonus if attending the
Winter meeting in Lansing.
Need not be present to win.

Your tickets will be filled out and
entered with your donation.

 

If you did not know the American Legion raffle is open to anyone who would like to participate. If interested place your $25 
donation and this form in the mail to Michigan Legion HQ. The raffle will be drawn on February 7, 2022; and can be watched 
live on Facebook.   Suggested Gift: 1 Ticket $5, 3 for $10, 6 for $15, 12 for $25 as well as any other donation
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Please send me ______ at each $20 donation to the following address:

Name: _______________________________________________________  
Address: _____________________________________________________  
City: ________________________St: __________ Zip: ____________
Phone: _______________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________  

Enclosed is my check/money order for qty: __________ x $20 donation

                                                                                                   Total: ____________ 

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.
Make check to Michigan American Legion Memo; Commanders Coin.

Send to Michigan American Legion Attn: Commanders Coin 212 N. Verlinden Ave. Lansing, MI 48915 Price 
includes shipping/handling/taxes visit www.michiganlegion.org to order online through PayPal.

Call Ashley Zimmer at 517-220-2754 for questions

YES! I want to Support Commander Dubay’s project:
Reaching Out to Veterans 

2021-2022 Commanders Coin Order Form

 Each year brings its own type of challenges, and 2021 was certainly no 
exception.  This year, we’re faced with the challenge of picking up where we 
left off, and forging ahead.  Many of our members were unable to connect 
with their Posts last year, and the National Organization understands this.
 National Commander Paul Dillard has set engaging our members 
as a priority for 2022.  His priorities include engaging current members, 
expired members, as well as potential new members.  One of the ways we 
can engage our expired 2020 members is to contact these members and 
offer the opportunity to continue their continuous years of membership.  
This opportunity applies only to paid 2020 members who did not renew for 
2021, and if they renew for 2022, their continuous years will continue.  As 
an example, if Mary had 10 continuous years for her last paid year of 2020, 
then renews for 2022, her continuous years will be 11 years.  As always, if 
Mary wishes to add the year for 2021, she has the opportunity to pay for 
that year as well.

How do we attain our Goals?
 I would suggest we start at home…let’s re-engage our existing and 
expired members, showing them the value of their continued membership 
in our Posts.  What values are important to our existing members?  The 
opportunity to connect with other Veterans, the opportunity to give back 
to their community, the opportunity to continue their sense of service and 
commitment to their nation.  No matter what the reason that compels our 
members to serve, it is up to us to provide those opportunities to them.

Get the word out!
 As much as we do as a Post of The American Legion, in the Commu-
nity, and for individual Veterans, we need to communicate this to our Com-
munity.  If our organization is a mystery for most of the Community, we 
need to let them know what we do.  Local newspapers will gladly publish 
an article on a valuable Community event your Post hosts, and it doesn’t 
cost a cent!  Even television stations are always looking for news…and a 
well-timed Community/Veteran event will always fit in their broadcasting 
schedule.

Let’s Get Engaged!
 Let’s get engaged with our Community and its Veterans!  Open the 
doors of your Post to the Community so they can see first hand all the 
great things you do!  Bring your Post to the Community by attending local 
events, and by working programs through your local schools.  If your Post 
isn’t at the top of the list when civic organizations are looking for support, 
reach out and let them know the difference you make.  Let them know your 
organization is ready and willing to lend a hand to any project they come 
up with.

MyLegion
MyLegion is a tool our Members use to manage their membership and 
personal information.  It is also a tool that Post Leadership uses to manage 
its own Membership.  Every member of your Post should be encouraged to 
create their own MyLegion account.  All it takes is an email address.  Once 
set up, your members can renew online, and they can change their own 
address and phone number.  As each day passes, reliability and consisten-
cy of the new MyLegion platform improves.  If you’re hesitant about using 
MyLegion, I encourage you to log in and take a look around.  It can only 
save you time and money!

BRIAN A. MOHLMAN,
Membership Director, The American Legion Department of Michigan

membership 
Is your membership team up to the challenge?

MI Legionnaire Opt Out
YES! I would like to view the Legionnaire online at michiganlegion.org in-
stead of receiving it through the mail. Please permanently remove me from the 
Legionnaire mailing list. This option will not effect any other Legion mailings.

Name:______________________________________________

Member ID #: ________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _________________ State: ____    Zip Code: __________ 

E-mail Address: _______________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________
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   Clifford Ernest Mann 
Sr, born December 17th, 
1946 to Ernest and Ruth 
Mann, passed away on 
September 16th, 2021. 
Born and raised in Ponti-
ac, MI, upon graduating 
from Pontiac Northern 
High School, he enlisted 
in the US Army. The pride 
of his service was being a 
dog handler with his German Shepherd Duke. 
   In 1969 Cliff joined the Southfield Police De-
partment and served with distinction for more 
than 25 years, serving in multiple law enforce-
ment specialties, and received a multitude of 
citations for exemplary service. Upon his retire-
ment in 1995, Cliff, committed to a life of service, 
joined the Oakland County Sheriff ’s Department, 
and was deputized as a Deputy Sheriff. He would 
go on to serve for another 25 years, culminating 
in a 51-year law enforcement career.
   Cliff is survived by his 3 daughters, as well 
as his son. His children blessed him with 8 
grandchildren. In June 2021, Cliff became a 
great-grandfather. He is also survived by his sister 
Marylynn. Cliff was preceded in death by his son 
Kirk, a grandson Sebastian, and a brother in law 
Charles.
   Cliff has always had a passion for swimming 
and diving. As he got older Cliff enjoyed deer 
hunting with his father, golfing, and playing pool 
on leagues with his son. He was a huge fan of the 
Detroit Red Wings and Detroit Tigers. Cliff also 
dedicated much of his free time to a long-stand-
ing history of service with the American Legion 
where he held numerous local cabinet positions 
with both Post 374 and Post 14.

Past Department 
Commander 1991 - 1992 
Clifford Mann Sr.

John H. Skinner II passed 
away on August 31, 2021, 
with his wife and daugh-
ters by his side. John was 
born on February 17, 
1942 in Sault Saint Marie, 
Michigan to Jean (Palm-
er) and John Skinner. 
He was a life-long resi-
dent of Michigan, living 
in Schoolcraft the last 
43 years. John graduated from Newberry High 
School in 1960. He proudly served in the United 
State Army from 1967 to 1969. On December 

20, 1967, he married the love of his life, Jacklyn 
(Maile) Skinner.
   John will be remembered by his consummate 
storytelling, dry sense of humor and infectious 
laugh. He loved to hunt, fish, golf, spend time 
with his grandchildren, read, and French vanilla 
ice cream. John was always willing to lend a hand 
to friends, neighbors, or the organizations in 
which he was affiliated with.
   John is survived by his wife of 53 years, Jackie; 
their four children: nine great grandchildren: 
John was preceded in death by his parents, Jean 
and John Skinner and an infant brother.

Past Department Commander 2005 - 2006
John Skinner

   Alton Richard Ford of 
Beaverton passed away 
June 30, 2021 at the Royal 
Oak Beaumont Hospi-
tal. He was born July 26, 
1933, the son of Clinton 
and Freda (Blaesing) Ford 
of Petersburg Michigan. 
While serving In the 
United States Air Force 
as a Technical Sergeant 
with the Air Force Police, he married Josephine 
Marie (Gonzalez-Lopez) on August 14, 1954. He 
received an Honorable Discharge from the Air 
Force in August 1962. Alton, Josephine and their 
four children lived in Petersburg Mi, Temperance 
Mi, and Toledo Oh. In 1968 he moved his family 
to Ypsilanti Mi to manage Pine Lumber Compa-
ny. In 1983 Alton and Josephine moved to Bea-
verton Mi where he served as the Gladwin Coun-
ty Building Inspector. He was an avid fisherman 
and custom built his many fishing shanties.
   Alton was an American Legion member for 56 
years, after joining The American Legion Ypsi-
lanti Post 282 in 1969. As a member of Post 282, 
he was post commander in 1991 and 1995. He 
served Michigan’s highest office of State Com-
mander 1992-1993. Alton served for the last 15 
years on The American Legion National Internal 

Affairs Committee and was a member of the 
ANAVICUS (Army Navy American Veterans in 
Canada and US). He was the National Executive 
Committeeman of Michigan 1996-1998. During 
his 5+ decades of American Legion membership, 
he belonged to many committees and he was 
responsible for the opening and rehabilitation of 
many Legion Posts across Michigan, including 
the UP. He was a strong advocate for Veterans 
affairs and benefits, personally meeting many US 
presidents and was in Washington DC on his way 
to the Pentagon on 9/11 when it was hit. In 2019 
Alton transferred his American Legion member-
ship to Gladwin American Legion Post 171 and 
Josephine transferred her American Legion Aux-
iliary membership to Gladwin County American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 171. Alton was a member 
of Gladwin VFW Post 7303.
   Alton is survived by his wife Josephine, daugh-
ter Lora Holifield of Quincy Mi, daughter Joyce 
Klaus (Lee Klaus) of Ft. Wayne In, son Bryan 
(Julie Clare) of Lathrup Village Mi, and brother 
Eric Blaesing of Vienna Virginia, 7 grandchildren 
and 14 great grandchildren, nieces, nephews and 
cousins.
   He is preceded in death by his parents Clinton 
and Freda Ford, brother Clinton Ford, sister Joyce 
(Ford) Smith and son Alton Royal Ford.

Past Department Commander 1992 - 1993 
Alton Ford

in memoriam

Three Past Department Commanders enter Post Everlasting
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What to do before a Veteran dies.
Prepare today for tomorrow

YOU HONORED US WITH YOUR SERVICE.

Now let us honor you. 

Join us for a complimentary meal  
and pre-planning seminar to learn  
about VA burial benefits available.  

For more information, contact  
Anthony.Lauri@DignityMemorial.com 

or 586-775-2424. 

We’re proud to partner with the  
Department of Michigan American Legion.

DignityMichigan.com

Talking to family and comrades about the end of life details can be difficult, 
but it is a subject we all need to face eventually.  To make that easier, we suggest a 
veteran and their family should be prepared for when the time comes.

How can a veteran and their family prepare?
Here are a few suggestions to assist in preparing.
1. Start with a checklist of documents in a single location.
 a.  Discharge papers, for example, a copy of their DD-214, or other docu-

mentation. (www.archives.gov/veterans)
 b.  Marriage licenses, and/or divorce decrees.
 c.  If you receive VA compensation or another benefit, know your VA 

claims number.
 d.  Family insurance or VA insurance policies.
2. Military Funeral Honors:
 a.  Call 1-800-342-9647
 b.  Or visit https://mfh.dmdc.osd.mil/mfh/
3. Attend a Dignity Memorial free pre-planning seminar for veterans.  Call 

(586) 775-2424 to find out if one will be held near you.  
4. Download a free Veterans Planning guide from Dignity Memorial’s web-

site https://veteransamleg.dignitymemorial.com/plan/

Dignity Memorial is a partner of the Department of Michigan and provides 
information on pre-planning for a funeral.

Michigan has two National Veteran Cemeteries
Great Lakes National Cementery - Holly

Fort Custer National Cemetery - Battle Creek

Wilwin Lodge in Custer, Michigan
1,200 acres of rest for our returning military and veterans.
Through the generosity 

of a Legionnaire several 
years ago, The Ameri-
can Legion, Department 
of Michigan was able 
to create a place where 
members of the military 
who were returning from 
deployment could go 
with their families to re-
connect with each other 
after a long deployment.   
It has also become a re-
treat for clinical profes-
sionals to bring groups who have been diagnosed with PTSD or a Traumatic 
Brain Injury.  

There are cabins, a central gathering cabin, a 60-acre lake for fishing, and  
plenty of open space for 
camping.  Wilwin hosts 
Scouting troops, and 
veteran reunions.

The property is open 
to all veterans and Le-
gionnaires based on 
availability, free of 
charge.  Visit www.wil-
winlodge.com for more 
information, or email 
them at info@wilwin-
lodge.com.

The Michigan American Legion Foundation
Leave a lasting legacy 

The Michigan American Legion Foundation was created to support the programs 
of the American Legion Department of Michigan.  The department is a non-profit 
501 (c) 19 designation, and this limits some donations and grant applications from 
being processed.   In 2014, the department created a 501 (c) 3 subsidiary organiza-
tion to accept donations and make the process easier for individual and corporate 
donors to give.

The foundation receives donations for the Patriot fund, and Wounded and Re-
turning Solider funds, Homeless Veterans Taskforce funds, Heroes to Hometown 
fund, baseball, and Boys State programs.    

The foundation is incorporated in the State of Michigan. The EIN is 47-1280916.  
Recently an estate donated over $900,000 to support the Patriot fund, and Wound-
ed and Returning Soldier fund.  These funds will allow the department to provide 
temporary financial assistance to Michigan veterans for many years to come.  

Leave a legacy that has a real impact.

Do you want to leave a legacy for generations 
or to shape the life of a young person?  Give to 
directly to one of the supported funds or the 
foundation’s general fund.  To learn more about 
the foundation and the programs it supports 
visit www.supportmilegion.org.

Make the foundation a part of your estate 
and give back to the organization that supports 
Michigan Veterans and their families.

American Legion Post 502 and it’s W.A.R. Committee this year donated funds to the 
Elsie Area Food Pantry.  Our W.arriors A.ppreciation R.ally Committee met and on Tues-
day voted and is donating funds totaling $1,700 to assist the Elsie Area Food Pantry and 
so along with money donated during the W.arriors A.ppreciation R.ally on September 
18 we finally gave the funds to Lucielle and Sue of the Elsie Area Food Pantry and took 
an image to share with the Community.

There will a training workshop for anyone interested in 
attending to become more informed about the 

American Legion.
Come join us at Department HQ 

212 N. Verlinden Ave. Lansing MI 48915
December 12, 2021 9:00 a.m.

Subject matter covered will be:
• Leadership
• Protocol & Procedures
• Programs
• Technology
• Membership and Post recruiting

• Parliamentary Procedures
• Duties of Officers
• Resolutions
• Bylaws

Leadership Training Workshop
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The American Legion Riders would like to congratulate Jim “BIG DADDY” 
Austin, Debbie Abraham and Rob “LUNCHBOX” Secco on their 2021-2022 
appointments as the Department of Michigan American Legion Riders 
Detachment Liaisons.
Legion Liaison : Jim “BIG DADDY” Austin
Jim is a NAVY Veteran and a 28 year member of the Lamond-Frank Amer-
ican Legion Post 478 where he currently serves as Adjutant and Jr. Vice 
Commander.  He has previously held positions of Post Commander, Post 
Adjutant and Post Service Officer, 4 years as the Dept. of MI ALR Legion 
Liaison, District Commander, Zone 1 Commander, Department Chair-
man of the National Security Committee and Chairman of the POW/MIA 
Committee.  He currently is Post 478 ALR Director and District 16 MI ALR 
Liaison.
jaustin1961@hotmail.com / (734) 752-0153

AUX Liaison : Debbie Abraham
Debbie is a 12 year active member of the Myron H. Beals Auxiliary Post 
32 holding positions of Post 32 Aux Historian and Post 32 Aux 1st Vice 
President.  She currently serves as Post 32 Aux President, 2 years as 1st Vice 
President for District 17 (now formed under District 1), as well as 10 years 
as past Post 32 ALR Director.  
   Debbie’s eligibility is through her Dad James Fry Jr., a WWII ARMY 
Veteran.  James served in the 1st Infantry and was also a POW in a German 
prison camp for 2 years. debbiepost32@gmail.com / (734) 502-7274
SAL Liaison : Rob “LUNCHBOX” Secco 
Rob is a 15 year active member of the Robert A. DeMars SAL Squadron 
Post 67, as well as Post 67 SAL Sgt. at Arms, Post 426 ALR Road Captain 
and has served as the Dept. of MI ALR Detachment SAL Liaison for the 
past 2 years. 
   Rob’s eligibility is through his Grandfather Tony Secco, a WWII ARMY 
Veteran.  Tony served in the 42nd Infantry, is a Purple Heart recipient and 
also celebrated his 95th birthday this year. robsecco@gmail.com / (313) 
729-2303
   If you are interested in starting an ALR chapter at your post or have any 
ALR related questions, please do not hesitate to contact your liaisons.  Also, 
if your chapter has participated in an event, or done something special, 
please let them know.  They intend to spotlight ALR posts in upcoming 
newsletters.
   So to kick off our first ALR spotlight, let’s talk about the shirt fundraiser 
the Michigan Legacy Run committee ran this year.  The committee de-
signed and sold 104 shirts which raised $956.86.  The money raised was do-
nated to the American Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund.  This fund helps 
with college expenses for children of U.S. military members who died while 
on active duty on or after Sept. 11, 2001.  Children of post 9/11 Veterans 
having been assigned a combined disability rating of 50% or greater by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs also qualify for these funds.
GREAT JOB Legacy Run Committee!

Congratulations to Department of Michigan American Legion 
Riders Detachment Liaisons

Chaplain artiCle

Hello and Thank You
   My name is Roy Willen I am your Sons of American Legion Detach-
ment Chaplain for the State of Michigan.
   I would love to thank everybody for their support. And I would like 
to reach out to all the district and post chaplains to send me their email 
address or phone number. And if you would please send me a list of our 
brothers that we have lost during the year. You can send me an email 
when we lose a brother my email address is roychaplain514@gmail.com, 
my cell number is 419 464 2353 please.
   I am looking forward hearing from each and every one of you. So please 
let me know when we lose a brother. And also looking forward seeing you 
at the next legion convention. We will have a great time. 
   It is my honor to thank each and every one of you for being our chap-
lains. And it is my honor to serve you as your Detachment Chaplain. God 
bless all our brothers. 

The current 5th zone 
Commander John 
Pickard from Gladstone 
#71 and the original 
and very first 5th �one 
commander Steve 
Podgornik from Iron 
Mountain #50, working 
side by side recruiting 
new S.A.L members and 
explaining the American 
Legion programs. 
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SAL
Hello to all SAL members in the 
4th Zone. 

Hope you and your families are doing well!
I hope all of our Squadrons in the 9th, 10th, and 19th Districts have re-
ceived their 2022 membership cards.  I sent out notices in late August 2021, 
to squadrons who have not sent in their officers list & bond to Detachment.   
Please remember, that to receive your new SAL cards, you must first send in 
your new officers list & bond right 
after your election of officers.  This 
must be done, even if there is no 
change in your officers.
I’ve asked in past, for our squad-
rons in the 4th Zone to let me 
know what is going on in their 
squadrons.  The Legion paper 
would like to show photos of 
what’s going on in your units.  
If you have photos, along with 
information, then we can get this 
posted in the Legion paper.  Its our 
individual squadrons, our Blue Ca-
pers, that make up the SAL.   The 
Detachment would love to hear 
what’s going on in your unit. My 
Squadron #300, Lake City just had 
a raffle for a Deer Blind & Trailer on Sept. 28, 2021. 
 Unfortunately, fall weather is now upon us, and old man winter is not far 
behind.  I sincerely hope all of our SAL Members and their families enjoy 
our upcoming holidays in November & December.
If I can be of assistance to anyone, please contact me.
Again, Happy Holidays to you all, and may God Bless and keep safe all of 
our active service members.
John Brown, e-mail:  johnbrwn421@aol.com, cell: (734) 634-7733

JOHN BROWN
4th Zone Commander

CARVIN “HUEY” CHAPMAN
Chairman
     We all know that Membership is the Life Blood of our organization! That 
is why I wonder WHY there are still 50 squadrons that have not sent in their 
bond and Officers list to Deanna in Lansing. Please don’t sit on them; get 
them in NOW! The national organization has set our goal at 21,985. If we all 
work together this should be easily obtainable.
 Due to computer glitches in the new membership program we are ask-
ing you to submit your current paid member the old fashioned way, with a 
voucher and a check. Remember per Diem is 11$!!!
 As your NEC I attended National Convention in Phoenix Arizona. Mi-
chael Fox of California was elected your new National Commander. The Te-
cumseh Squadron won the top award for the scrapbook , and Greg Price, 
Dave Mennel and Sandy Lipman received National Appointments. It appears 
many changes are coming!  HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL

A challenge has been made to all S.A.L. Squadrons in Michigan to make 
a Donation to the Beautiful Upper Peninsula War Memorial atop the 
Pine Mountain Ski Jump in Iron Mountain, Michigan.
    Some Gave All and the Sons are asking each and everyone to Give some. So 
far the Michigan Son’s Detachment have donated $1000.00. The Gladstone 
Squadron #71 has pledged $500.00 and South Haven Squad #49 has pledged 
$500.00 and the Stambaugh S.A.L. Donated $2000, the biggest donation so 
Far. Thank you to them. Past State Sons President Dennis Larson from Iron 
Mountain #50 and his committee are caretakers of this fine Memorial. Lights 
are being added to the Columns of personalized Pavers that represent Veter-
ans, past present and future. Each Paver is associated with the specific war or 
conflict. It is such a beautiful sight to behold.
Send Donations C/O U.P. Veterans Memorial,
                               609 Kennedy Road, Iron Mountain, Michigan. 49801

Left to Right, From Iron Mountain Squadron #50 Steve Podgornik and Pat Lees, From 
Stambaugh Squadron #21 are Butch Testini, Dan Pangrazzi, Dan Fitzpatrick handing 
Check to Past Michigan State Commander Dennis Larson and Current 5th Zone Com-
mander John Pickard from Gladstone Squadron #71 and Jerry Telamonti Squadron #21

Upper Peninsula Veterans War Memorial
Sons of the American Legion Challenge

Membership News
SANDY LIPMAN 
Editor.nef, Media And Public Chair,National Cwf Commission
   First off I want to thank all of the Members of the Detachment of Michigan 
for their generous donations to both NEF and CWF. Please keep up the good 
work! At national convention the Detachment presented check for $5000 to 
NEF, $2000 to CWF and numerous checks for the Legacy Scholarship fund!
   Our newsletter has taken a turn as we have had a few changes within the 
structure of the office and the publisher; we will continue to have four edi-
tions a year plus some articles in other editions. Do not hesitate to send me 
pictures Jpeg preferably, and articles in word if you can year round, as I will 
also get them to National for Publication! I cannot emphasis how import-
ant it is for you the Blue Cappers to let us know what you are doing for the 
community, state, and nation! Check out social media many squadrons have 
Facebook pages as well as web sites! If you want to be on our mailing list 
send me your address at sandylipman95@hotmail.com, and if you have a 
Facebook page please let me know!
   Hoping everyone has a joyous and happy holiday season and a healthy new 
year!

Thank you for your generous donations

Past Legion Department Commander and Dual 
member Ray Moore with Michelle Corrigan, 
this year’s raffle winner.
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 Due to COVID19 restrictions, the Gift Shop will be modified for 2021.  
No large gathering, such as the Gift Shop (and the Annual Baby Shower), are 
allowed be held on-site again this year. Also, no volunteers are yet allowed 
within the hospital/clinics.  However, the AA VA Executive Board has ex-
pressed that they would like to continue our strong dedication in providing 
the AA VA inpatient veterans with this valued program.  Thus, we will be 
able to conduct a Gift Shop this year—with restrictions.
 The structure for this year’s Gift Shop will be:

1. Units are strongly encouraged to continue with their generous gift do-
nations. Units have several options regarding the shipment/delivery of 
gifts.  If mailing, please ship by November 29th to me (Krystal, address 
listed below). Another option is to arrange for package pickup, please 
contact Carla Pohl (email: clpohl1@comcast.net , or call 517-260-7019) 
to make arrangements.  A final option is to drop your packages to the 
Onsted Post 550, please contact Carla for delivery days/times/options.  

2. The VA Nursing staff has agreed to meet with the inpatients and com-
pile their ‘shopping lists during November 22-Dec 2.  All completed 
lists will be given to VA Volunteer Services staff by December 2nd; 
those lists will then be picked by me. 

3. Auxiliary Volunteers will meet at POST 550 on Sunday, December 
4th from 10am to 6pm to Shop, Wrap, and Package for mailing.  We 
will need 8-10 volunteers; can be done in four hour shifts (10-2, 2-6).  
Please contact Carla Pohl, the 2nd District VA&R Chairman for details 
and to sign up. A potluck lunch will be provided on Sunday. Please 
note:  we need a few volunteers (5-8) on Saturday @1pm to help unpack 
the mailed/delivered boxes and set-up; please contact Carla.

Thanks.  Krystal Hall, Ann Arbor Representative, 5111 Ginger Drive Pinck-
ney, MI  48169. 734-323-5850  kahall@umich.edu
TO: Unit VA & R Chairmen    
IMPORTANT -- PLEASE READ ENTIRE BULLETIN
 This year, volunteers are only needed on Sunday, December 6th.  We will 
meet at Post 550 (Onsted) starting at 10:00 am.
 Volunteers:  From the 2nd and 18th Districts.  Please come ready to Shop, 
Wrap,  and Pack. And have some fun while servicing our ‘distance’ veterans.
 GIFTS are to be supplied by the 2nd and 18th Districts.  Packages must 
be delivered no later than Monday, November 29, 2021.   If using other op-
tions (pickup or delivery to Post 550), PLEASE ADDRESS SEALED BOX as 
if for mailing.
BOXES TO:
Krystal Hall, AA VA Representative - Delivery (by arrangement) at
                5111 Ginger Drive, Pinckney, MI 48169, Post 550, Onsted
 Purchase of these gifts is the UNIT’S responsibility.   Each Unit is to sup-
ply the following gifts valued at $7 to $10 each.  You may spend more for each 
gift if you wish. 

PLEASE FOLLOW THIS SUGGESTED SHOPPING LIST:
Units of       Gifts Type:
For All Units:  toys are needed, suggested levels: Infant-3 yrs-2/unit; 
4-8 yrs-3/unit; 8-12 yrs-3/unit; teens-6/unit 
10-25  10 5   Women & Teen Girls; 5 Men & Teen Boys
26-50  12 7   Women & Teen Girls; 5 Men & Teen Boys 
51-75  14 7   Women & Teen Girls; 7 Men & Teen Boys
76-100  16 8   Women & Teen Girls; 8 Men & Teen Boys
101-125  18 9   Women & Teen Girls; 9 Men & Teen Boys 
126-150  20 10 Women & Teen Girls; 10 Men & Teen Boys
151-175  22 11 Women & Teen Girls; 11 Men & Teen Boys
176-225  24 12 Women & Teen Girls; 12 Men & Teen Boys 

226-275  28 14 Women & Teen Girls; 14 Men & Teen Boys
276-325  32 16 Women & Teen Girls; 16 Men & Teen Boys
326-375  36 18 Women & Teen Girls; 18 Men & Teen Boys
376-425  38 19 Women & Teen Girls; 19 Men & Teen Boys
426-475  42 21 Women & Teen Girls; 21 Men & Teen Boys
476-550  46 23 Women & Teen Girls; 23 Men & Teen Boys 

 Please select a variety of items.  The gifts should be lightweight and 
small—as we do mail the gifts, the US postage charges will be less expensive.
 LADIES: Sweaters/shirts (pullovers, long-sleeve T-shirts) in sizes 
S-XXX, gloves, robes/gowns (S-4X), slippers, jewelry (plain earrings, chains, 
bracelets preferably), billfolds (no purses please), watches, casual sports sets
 MEN: Gloves, shirts (M-4X), pen and pencil sets, billfolds (leather), 
socks, slippers, insulated underwear (large sizes), sweatshirts, watches, 
hand-held computer games. 
 CHILDREN: Small stuffed toys, small dressed dolls, purses/wallets/small 
backpacks, small games, stretch gloves, jewelry, cars (small), trucks, hand 
held electronic games – PLEASE NO CLOTHES

1. DO choose as many UNSIZED gifts as possible.
2. DO be on TIME, both in sending gifts and reporting to work.
3. DO send gift bags (all sizes: mini to extra large).
4. DO be sure you list valuation of gifts donated (Retail, not sale price).
5. DO send a post card to quickly receive a thank you note.
6. DO send tissue paper; children wrapping paper; post office 
     wrapping tape and regular tape.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
1. DO NOT SEND GLASSWARE OR BREAKABLES, SUCH AS 
    COLOGNES, PERFUMES AND AFTERSHAVE LOTIONS.
2. DO NOT SEND RAZORS, SCISSORS OR ANY SHARP INSTRU-
MENTS. 
3. DO NOT count articles costing less than $7.00 as one gift.
4. DO NOT send women’s personal underwear, with the exception of 
    gowns or robes.  
5. DO NOT send soiled or broken articles, PLEASE.
6. DO NOT send candy.
7. DO NOT send old or broken jewelry.
8. DO NOT send purses (wallets are okay).
9. DO NOT send small kid clothes (1 year through 10 years).

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY: Two sets of listing sheets are enclosed.  If ad-
ditional sets are needed, please request them from Department Headquar-
ters early.  One is required for each carton.  Please number cartons “1 of 1”, 
“1 of 2”, etc. 
WHITE Copy:  In the shipping carton
YELLOW Copy: Send to District VA & R Chairman
PINK Copy:    Unit Files
Contact your District President if you do not have the name and address of 
your District Rehabilitation Chairman. 
 IF YOU WANT AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FROM THE HOSPITAL 
REPRESENTATIVE THAT YOUR GIFTS WERE RECEIVED, ENCLOSE A 
SELF-ADDRESSED POST CARD WITH YOUR GIFTS
 If your Unit is unable to shop for gift shop and wishes to contribute cash, 
the money MUST BE MAILED TO THE DEPARTMENT OFFICE NO LAT-
ER THAN NOVEMBER 12, 2021 TO ALLOW TIME TO PROCESS YOUR 
CHECK AND GET IT TO THE V.A. REPRESENTATIVE SO SHE CAN 
PURCHASE NEEDED GIFTS.  BE SURE TO INDICATE THE DONATION 
IS FOR ANN ARBOR GIFT SHOP.
DO NOT SEND MONEY DIRECTLY TO THE HOSPITAL REPRESENTATIVE.

Ann Arbor VA Medical Center Gift Shop Information
2021 GIFT SHOP IMPORTANT NOTICES

KRYSTAL HALL
Ann Arbor Representative 2021 - 2022

DO
’s

DO
N’T

s
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 When was the last time you reached a fellow member by phone?  When we call 
members who regularly renew their dues, as well as those who lapsed in their 
members, it shows we care.  A simple thank-you or “How are you doing?” goes a 
long way.  A quick phone check in with unit members makes them feel they are a 
dynamic part of our organization.
 For some members of the American Legion Auxiliary, recruiting is the easy 
part.  Membership retention however is sometime the most difficult and import-
ant.  It’s great that you got those members in the door, but how do you get them 
to stay?
 All members have a reason or multiple reasons for joining the American Le-
gion Auxiliary.  Finding out their “why” is how we retain our membership.  This 
is true whether a member has been part of the organization for 2 months or 20 
years.  And sometimes it the smallest thing that ends up making the biggest dif-
ference.
 A good example is a Unit out of New York.  When eligible members inquire 
about joining their unit they put them at ease right away about their time com-
mitment and involvement.  They are told that they will be invited to all events but 
they choose their level of participation.  This simple sentence signals members 
that they can find a comfortable level of engagement.
 In today’s world where there are so many stressors, a volunteer organization 
needs to create an environment that members will want to be part of.  This is 
what makes us grow and flourish.
 It is important that we include our members year round and we can do this 
by taking an extra step to reach out to the one who aren’t able to make it to the 
monthly meetings and hear their ideas for different events, fundraisers and more.  
Everyone wants to feel as though they are part of the big picture and when they 
feel as though their views aren’t appreciated that is when members choose not to 
renew.
 Just a few examples of how we can retain members:

• Send a card on their birthday
• Recognize continued membership
• Be kind and personal
• Treat members equally
• Focus more on the mission and less on the meetings

 Remember when we took our oath of becoming a member and when being 
installed as an officer part of the oath states “There is no rank among us.”  We are 
all here for a purpose and to work together.  And also remember there is no “I” in 
team.

membership report

Reach Out and Encourage Our Members
KIM LIPMAN
Auxiliary Membership Committee Member 2021 - 2022

 Parliamentary procedure is the accepted rules, ethics, and customs governing 
meetings of an assembly or organization. It is supposed to represent the will of 
the majority. Its object is to allow deliberation upon questions of interest to the 
organization and to arrive at the sense or the will of the assembly upon these 
questions. Self-governing organizations follow parliamentary procedure to de-
bate and reach group decisions—usually by vote—with the least possible friction.
The Fundamental Principles of Parliamentary Procedure are:

To make sure that there is fairness of process and courtesy for all members. 
To make sure only one thing is done at a time. (speakers, motions, or actions).
That the majority rules.
To assure that the minority must be heard also.
Each proposition is entitled to a full and free debate.
The purpose is to facilitate action, not to obstruct it.

 The Parliamentarian does not interrupt the Chair for minor infractions but 
does however advise the Chair if a serious problem or error has developed. This is 
done very discreetly as possible. The Parliamentarian renders her opinion only to 
the Chair who may or may not accept her advice. The Chair alone has the power 
to rule on the questions of order.
 The Parliamentarian is impartial and does not make motions. She is to be seen, 
but not heard. She should be seated next to the Chair to assist with keeping the 
presiding officer on track with motions and discussions. She is not an elected 
officer but is appointed by the President. She provides impartial guidance and 
impartial advice on questions regarding the proper procedures for conducting 
the meeting. She helps to achieve the confidence, the trust and helps protect the 
rights of the members.
 The basic tools for a Parliamentarian and President are the Unit and /or De-
partment Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules. All meetings will be con-
ducted using Parliamentary Procedures based on Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly 
Revised 11th Edition.
 Always be courteous and respectful of others opinions and viewpoints. If you 
need help please ask, we are all here to help each others. 

SUE VERVILLE
Auxiliary Department Parliamentarian 2021-2022

Parliamentary Procedures

Units throughout the district BE-
LIEVE in the ALA mission! 
Unit 473, Barryton, assisted at the 
Post’s Golf Outing by providing salads 
and desserts and helping serve at the 
hot dog roast following the event.  
Gladwin Unit 171 held a Cornhole 
Tournament fundraiser, which was 
very successful.  Mikado Unit 254 
members make pasties once a month 
during fall and winter months, and 
recently helped with renovating the 
Post’s back yard and horseshoe pits.
To provide a free dinner for local vet-
erans on Veterans Day and Thanks-

giving, Unit 416 in Saint Helen had 
fundraisers, including a sloppy joe 
dinner and a spaghetti dinner. The 
Unit has a donation box for candy to 
support the annual community Hal-
loween Trunk Treating. 
Unit 404 of Harrison has donated gift 
cards for needy veterans.  The Unit 
donated funds for roof repairs and 
propane for the Post.  Members make 
lap blankets and collect t-shirts and 
socks for the veterans at the Saginaw 
VA Hospital.  They hold community 
breakfasts and are adopting veteran’s 
families for Christmas.
Bay City Unit 18 Auxiliary is co-host-
ing a “High 5 for Veterans” with the 

local Edson Kline VanSlyke Marine 
Corp Auxiliary. The public is invited 
to put their handprint on a banner 
and create a greeting card.  The ban-
ner and cards will be taken to the Sag-
inaw VA Hospital for Veterans Day.   
Grayling Unit 106 assists the “Cards 
for Soldiers” program and, since Sep-
tember, members have signed approx-
imately 6000 cards, which includes 

hand-made cards.  Since September 
2021, the Unit has shipped 312 boxes 
of cards! Each soldier receives a 
signed card and extra cards to mail to 
their family. 
I have visited five district units and 
look forward to visiting the other 
eighteen before the 2022 state conven-
tion.
For God and Country.

DIANA MELLA,
Auxiliary District 10 President 2021 - 2022

Greetings from the 10th District

Historian Update
DAWN GRAMZA
Auxiliary Historian 2021 - 2022
 What is your history? I am asking our members to find one member from 
their unit and ask what is their why after you do this you will find a common 
thread. 
 I know we all are looking for new members but by reaching out to members 
we can strengthen the bond in our units. We can’t go forward until we know 
where we have been. Strengthening our units will help us all work together to 
reach out to new prospective members. We are excited about the future but 
remember to honor our past, as it has built our foundation.
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I first want to thank Depart-
ment Commander Dubay for 
his appointment of me and the 
2022 DEC for their approval for 
the position of Internal Affairs 
Chairman.  I will work hard to 

uphold the high standards set by my immediate 
predecessors Steve German and Ron McCall.  If 
you look at IA ROP (Rules of Procedure) they 
spell out how I as Chairman and the committee 
will handle issues that come before it.  We are here 
to help the Department of Michigan run smoothly 
and make sure we are adhering to our Department 
& National Constitution and by-laws.

As I see it, we do a pretty good job most of the 
time in Internal Affair’s at the National and De-
partment level where checks and balances are in 
place to ensure The American Legion’s Organiza-
tional Purposes are carried out.  Where we need 
to improve is at the Zone, District and most im-
portantly at the Post levels. Mainly because we 
simply don’t do the basic things that are required 
of us as Michigan Legionnaires. I am continually 
amazed at the petty squabbles and disagreements 
that plague far too many of our Districts and Posts 
and how often just the day-to-day basics of Dis-
trict & Posts administration are ignored.  I find it 
appalling that even in my own District the 1st , 6 
posts 2021_2022 Membership Cards and paper-
work were still at Department as of 8-25, 2021 be-
cause the Post Officer teams had not submitted the 
basic forms required to obtain them, Post Officer 
Lists, Post Audit Form and Post Bonding Form, 
which were all due into Department back in May.  
Legionnaires fail on a routine basis to follow the 
chain of command in getting assistance or voicing 
complaints to Department Headquarters.  Once 
again failing to follow the basics, start at the post, 
next step district, Zone by the time it reaches de-
partment all kinds of elected or selected legion-
naires should have been involved.  This is amazing 
since we all were in the military and should know 
what following the chain of command means.

Now I’m not naïve, I know that there are extenuat-
ing circumstances leading to the aforementioned 
issues such as the loss of long time experienced 
officers, the lack of volunteers stepping up to fill 
vacant officer and committee positions, the lack 
of members attending post meetings, posts not 
attending District Meetings or Department Con-
ferences, and at the District and Post Levels you 
would be extremely lucky to have an Internal Af-
fairs committee to help things run smoothly and 
address some of these problems, so my suggestion 
is to get back to basics and use the tools and re-
sources available to all Districts and Posts provid-
ed by Department and National as well as develop 
a core of post/district members that you can rely 
on.

Here are some basic things I’m talking about:
1. Every Post & District are required to have 

a Constitution & By-Laws.  Does yours?  
Do you have a copy? Are they being followed?

2. Do you conduct elections every year as re-
quired by those By-Laws?  Do you know what 
a nominating meeting is?  How about an an-
nual meeting?

3. Does your post/district have an Executive 
Board?  This could be your Internal Affairs 
committee.  Is the E. board duties and respon-
sibilities spelled out in your C-&By-Laws?

4. Are your elected/selected Post/District Offi-
cers using the Legion Officer’s manual?  Are 
they in compliance with how to conduct and 
hold Post/District Meetings?  Are they sched-
uling regular meetings and times to conform 
to the current lifestyle of your members?  Are 
the meetings designed to be informative, pro-
ductive and time efficient?

5. At this year’s Fall Conference, there was train-
ing for:

• Committee Chairpersons
• Zone and District Commander’s
• Post Programs & Activities

• Learning how to engage the community 
with Americanism Programs

• Post Officers Overview
• Bylaws, Standing Rules, Discipline
• Committees and much more

Did anyone from your Post attend?  Did you?

Another key basic to follow is establishing good 
communications.  Good communications are one 
of the keys to success of any organization.  Zone/
District/Post Commanders are you communicat-
ing with your blue cappers?  Are you providing 
direction and leadership?  Are you listening and 
encouraging feedback?  Are you treating your 
members with the dignity and respect they de-
serve and have earned as United States Veterans?

These are just a few of the basic’s folks, you don’t 
have to be a rocket scientist or reinvent the wheel, 
just follow, and do them.  Once they are estab-
lished, you are on your way to dealing with the 
day-to-day issues that are surely going to crop up 
with confidence and purpose.

At every level of the Department of Michigan 
each legionnaire whether, Officer, committeeman/
woman or blue capper should be aware of the tools 
available.  They can be found at both the Depart-
ment’s and National Websites and are meant to as-
sist all our members.  Plus, the fact we got a lot of 
past Post, District and Zone Commanders locat-
ed around the state, I know because they proudly 
wear the titles on their blue caps.  Don’t be afraid 
to ask them for assistance, guidance and take ad-
vantage of mentoring opportunities.  

Let’s get back to basics legionnaires and have a ter-
rific, productive 2021-2022 Legion Year.

Lets Get Back To Basics
DICK CHATMAN
Internal Affairs Chairperson

INTERNAL AFFAIRS REPORT
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NAME(s):  ___________________________________________________________________

EMAIL:  ________________________________________  PHONE: _____________________

ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________________________________

Please select type of dinner and quantity of each - NOTE:  $35 for beef / $30 for other entrée choices

BEEF ($35)_______/CHICKEN ($30)________/FISH ($30) ________/VEG ($30) _______

Credit Card:  _________________________________ Exp __________ CVV _________
Make checks payable and send to:

The American Legion, Department of Michigan, 212 N Verlinden Ave, Lansing, MI  48915 - Attn:  Kim
Questions: Contact Kim at kim@michiganlegion.org  or  517.220.2753

Deadline for reservations is Monday, January 17, 2022.  No refunds after this date

Social:  6:00 p.m.              Dinner:  7:00 p.m.

2022 AMERICANISM BANQUET
RESERVATION FORM

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Lansing, MI
FRIDAY, February 11, 2022

Reservations will be made directly with the hotel at: 517.323.7100, when making them mention The American Legion to receive 
the special room rate: $125.00 for 1 – 4 guests. There are NO suites available for this event. Deadline: January 11, 2022. 

The American Legion requires each person attending register with the corporation and be issued proper credentials to attend any meeting, 
session or event in connection with the meeting. Registration is $15.00 per person. 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
  Check one* 
Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________________     ☐TAL   ☐ALA   ☐SAL   ☐ALR 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City, State & Zip: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Email address: _________________________________________________________  Phone:______________________ 
Additional registrants covered under same payment 
Name: ______________________________________________________________     ☐TAL   ☐ALA   ☐SAL   ☐ALR 
Name: ______________________________________________________________     ☐TAL   ☐ALA   ☐SAL   ☐ALR 
Name: ______________________________________________________________     ☐TAL   ☐ALA   ☐SAL   ☐ALR 
Total number of registrations _________ times (x) $15.00= ____________________ 
Checks should be made payable to: American Legion Lansing Convention Corporation and mailed to: 2368 Lake Lansing Road, East Lansing MI 48823  
Confirmation of registration being received will be emailed from: dbates2368@aol.com - Contact: with any questions. Dale Bates 517.351.8955 
*TAL=The American Legion  ALA= American Legion Auxiliary  SAL=Sons of the American Legion ALR=American Legion Riders

The American Legion Department of Michigan 
WINTER MEETING 2022  - FEBRUARY 11 – 13, 2022 

Hosted by the American Legion Lansing Convention Corporation

WINTER MEETING REGISTRATION FORM
Crowne Plaza, 925 Creyts Road, Lansing MI 48917
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What is 
war-time 

era?

Did the veteran 
serve during any of 

the dates below?

Wartime 
Era Dates:

World War I
April 6, 1917-
Nov. 11, 1918

World War II
Dec. 7, 1941 - 

Current

SCHOLARSHIPS
for High School Seniors

who are descendants of war-time era vererans

APPLY 
NOW!!

   We have had a very busy summer with veterans, 
guests and volunteers visiting Wilwin Lodge.  
   By the time this is read, we will have finished 
another year and closed up the facility until 1 May 
2022.  I personally want to thank all volunteers 
and for all donations received to help this organi-
zation continue our mission in the Veterans heal-
ing process. 
   The Legion Family has really been doing a great 
job at supporting this Veteran Retreat.  Along with 
Veterans and guests coming to Wilwin for thera-
peutic and recreational visits, we had during the 
months of May and June, for almost every week-
end, Scout Troops come to work on their learning 
and badge training activities.  It is really great to 
witness the children’s excitement to come, camp, 
preform Scouting activities, and have fun at the 
same time.  We will be making improvements in 
the designated Scout area by adding a 36 x 48 Pa-
vilion to assist in inclement weather or for an as-
sembly area.  Hopefully this will be completed by 
the printing of this. 
   We have had many Veterans and Veteran groups 
visit Wilwin during the 1 May till 30 October sea-
son for rest and recuperation.   I ask that all of us 
continue spreading the word about this American 
Legion facility in Michigan and all it has to offer 
for all Veterans.  Again, a reminder this facility is 
open to all Veterans, from any branch, and from 
anywhere.  We have had Veterans from Florida, 
S Carolina, Illinois and Nebraska to name a few.   
We will continue to hold a fund raising event each 
summer, generally in or around August to assist in 
raising funds for us to operate and maintain this 
property.  I am hoping everyone can attend one of 
these events sometime.
   As a note, we do publish on the website wilwin-
lodge.com much information about Wilwin and 
included is a wish list of items in need.   Anyone 
having ideas or wanting to volunteer for this or 
any event please contact us at 231-757-0140.   We 
also have opened the Scouting area for camping 
with self-contained units or tents.  Anyone having 
questions about our facility, please give us a call.

Wilwin Lodge end of summer report American Legion 
Veterans Affairs 
& Rehabilitation

Our staff is dedicat-
ed to providing 

the very best veterans’ 
advocacy to Michi-
gan Veterans and their 
families.They can assist 
with Claims Prepara-
tion, Presentation and 
appeal counsel in Veterans’ benefits 
services. We can assist you and your 
dependents in getting the Benefits 
that you have earned by your service 
to your country. 

Mr. Gary Easterling, Director, 
Gary’s cell no. (313) 549-8557
Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director

Patrick V. McNamara Federal 
Building 
Room 1210
477 Michigan Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48226

al.vbadet@va.gov
-------------------------------------
Call the Detroit office for Field 

Service Officer Schedule
Visit us www.mivabenefits.org 

GARY
EASTERLING
Director

The Detachment of Michigan recently bought a new bench 
for Wilwin Lodge and dedicated it to Bev & Earl Ruttkofsky 
for all their work and dedication. Bev & Earl have been in-
strumental from the start of Wilwin and this donation is to 
reflect upon the countless hours of work and dedication to 
veterans. Thank you both!

DUANE MILLER
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National Commander Dillard’s Visit

Group photo with Commander Dillard at Wilwin Lodge

National Commander Dillard speaks to State of Michigan staff at the Grand Rapids 
Home for Veterans

Group photo with Commander Dillard and state leadership and Medal of Honor recipi-
ent James McCloughan at South Haven post 49

James McCloughan, Commander Dillard
and Alt NEC Larry Money

New scout pavilion built from donations from Scout fundraisers and coins at Wilwin Lodge

Dillard speaks to Coast Guardsman 
about the great job they are doing and 
the benefits of The American Legion


