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2020 Law Enforcement Officer of the Year Receives Overdue Recognition
First DNR Officer to receive the Award

U.P. Winter toUr Goes off WithoUt a hitch
By Zone 5 Commander Wendy Retzloff

See Winter Tour Page 6

Day 1 started in Sault Saint Marie with Post 3 Com-
mander Roger Merchberger and his homemade Louisiana 
Gumbo. Great meal and a wonderful post located on the 
beautiful waterfront of Lake Superior with an awesome 
view from inside the Post. 

Day 2, Started in Enga-
dine, West Mackinaw Post 
290 with Post Command-
er Louis Oberle. Best 
hamburgers and fries in 
the UP. A word from the 
community, this Post has 
excellent dinner events. 
The next stop was the 
Menominee Post 146 with 
Post Commander, Tom 
Chernetski. This Post is 
on the beautiful water-

Michigan Conservation 
Officer Jeff Ginn was presented 
with two plaques at January’s 
meeting of the Michigan Nat-
ural Resources Commission 
honoring him as Michigan and 
Central Region American Le-
gion Law Enforcement Officer 
of the Year for 2020.

The coronavirus pandem-
ic delayed Ginn’s in-person presentation of his 
plaques at the 2020 state Convention.

Ginn, who patrols Newaygo County, was 
nominated for the Legion’s Michigan award by 
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
Law Enforcement Division. A former firefighter 
and state trooper, Ginn is the first DNR conser-
vation officer selected for the honor.

“Jeff Ginn exemplifies the professionalism of 
our well-trained conservation officers, who serve 
the communities they live in every day,” said Gary 
Hagler, chief of the DNR Law Enforcement Divi-
sion. “Ready for duty at any time and called upon 
for a wide range of diverse activities at a moment’s 

notice, our conservation officers are outstand-
ing.”

Ginn was selected for the American Legion 
Department of Michigan award from among the 
more than 18,000 law enforcement officers in 
the state.

The award recognizes “a well-rounded Mich-
igan law enforcement officer, who has exceeded, 
above and beyond, the duty requirements ex-
pected of their position and has demonstrated 
a distinct pattern of community service coupled 
with professional achievement.”

After his state American Legion award win, 
Ginn was then placed in nomination for the Le-
gion’s Central Region Officer award, which he 
also won.

The plaques for both awards were present-
ed to CO Ginn by Department of Michigan 
American Legion State Commander Richard T. 
Dubay and Law and Order Chairwoman Sarah 
Eisenhardt.“We are very proud to present these 
plaques to Officer Ginn,” Dubay said. “He has 
demonstrated courage and heroism and is a 
great recipient for these prestigious American 

Legion awards.”
Since beginning his career with the DNR in 

2006, CO Ginn has saved five people and has re-
ceived four DNR Lifesaving Awards. In 2019, he 
was featured on the CNN series “Beyond the Call 
of Duty.”

This year’s Law Enforcement Officer of the Year 
will be presented as usual at our state Convention 
in June. For information on nominating an officer 
for recognition go to https://michiganlegion.org/
lawofficer or call the office and speak to the pro-
gram coordinator.

front of Lake Michigan with boating access. We were 
all honored to celebrate ten-year-old Blaise Furmanski, 
who was provided free membership for the Sons of the 
American Legion and a Post Award for Appreciation 
for his volunteer work performed last summer 2021. 
Even a ten-year-old can volunteer at a post and become 
a young member.

Day 3, We were met by Camera Crew from Upper 
Peninsula TV 6 for interviews during our visit to the 
Upper Peninsula Military Museum in Escanaba. Next 
stop, we were greeted by Ziggy Ayotte at the Tom St. 
Onge, Vietnam Veteran’s Museum in Hermansville, 
just across the street from Hermansville post 340 with 
Post Commander Grace Murray. The last stop of the 
day was at the Iron River Post 21 with Post Command-
er Richard Weatherholt. Past Post Commander Bob 
Scholl introduced special guest speaker Katie Moxen, 
Iron Mountain Veterans Affairs Medical Center, who 



Michiganlegion.org | March 2022| MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE |2
Headquarters

What’s better than a drive to the UP in Winter? tWo drives to the UP!             

Runyan’s Ramblings

Ron Runyan
State Adjutant

Welcome to 
the beginning of 

Spring in the magical mitten. While 
this may or may not be true, it is 
more like the beginning of the sea-
son of muddy dogs running in and 
around the house. Let us hope that 
the little groundhog is incorrect and 
we will get warmer weather much 
sooner.

Many scheduled events have 
been successfully conducted around 
the state, like The U.P. Winter tour 
for the state leadership and the UP-
AALP meetings. Several leadership 
workshops have been done with 
excellent attendance. Thank you 
to those posts and members who 
participated. We will be scheduling 
more very soon in March and April, 
down near the Detroit suburbs and 

the Jackson and Kalamazoo areas. 
Keep checking the paper and De-
partment home page for more info.

I wanted to thank chairmen Don 
Howard and Tim Poxson and com-
mittees for their dedication to get-
ting work and legislation moving in 
the proper direction, always think-
ing about how we help Michigan 
Veterans FIRST and FOREMOST! 
Also, a shout out to Chairman Bri-
an Mohlman and the committee for 
their work and assistance in getting 
Michigan membership up in the 
top five in the Nation! Keep up the 
hard work, and if you have not yet 
renewed your dues, please consider 
doing that today.

As we move into March a few 
important dates to remember:

March 15 - The American Le-
gion birthday and Buddy Check day

March 19 – Start of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom

March 25 – Congressional Med-

al of Honor Day
March 29 – National Vietnam 

Veteran Day
• New 2022 Post forms are 

already online and will be mailed 
soon

• Mission Blue Cap Grant 
ends in July, time to still submit ap-
plications

• Student Trooper in Mich-
igan was canceled for 2022 by the 
State Police

• Junior Shooting Sports is 
still looking for teams and partici-
pants

Richard Dubay
State
Commander

It seems that 
I just returned 
from the UP 

Winter Tour, and I find myself back 
in the Soo at the I500 Snowmobile 
Race. The Department of Michi-
gan started sponsoring this event 
in 2020, taking over from the DAV. 
Since the snowmobilers come from 
across the nation, it gives us an ex-
cellent chance to be involved with 
the community.

 I want to thank Wendy Ret-
zloff, 5th Zone Commander, and 
her able assistant, Alphonse Van 
Hese, for doing an outstanding job 
in keeping us on track and where we 
needed to be during the UP winter 
tour. Thank you for your guidance 
and friendship. I had a chance to 
speak with many Post Commanders 
and members and hear about some 
of the issues they faced and continue 
to face with the resurgence of Covid 
as they pursue service to Veterans 
and their communities. 

 I also want to thank Com-
mander Townes and Glen Hill Post 
#287 for my Red Flannels. Thank 
you for a great evening of fun and 
fellowship.

 I attended two very moving 
and excellent programs about the 
Four Chaplains. If you have never 
heard the story of the Four Chap-
lains and their selfless service to 
their fellow service members, it may 
be something that you might like to 
read.

 The Legion has been offer-
ing Training Workshops across the 
state. If you have the opportunity, I 
hope you will attend. They are doing 
training in Leadership, Programs, 
Protocol and Procedures, Technol-
ogy, Membership, and Post Recruit-
ing to name a few. Check the Mich-
igan Legion website for updates on 
where they will be next.

 American Legion Baseball, 
Boy’s State, Oratorical Contest, 
Scholarships, Boy Scouts, and Stu-
dent Trooper. We could not do these 
programs without our members 
who volunteer to help promote and 
inform the community that they are 
available. Yes! Our members! And 
yes I know that we always talk about 
membership, but these programs 

would not be possible without our 
members. Nor would any of the oth-
er programs we promote, such as 
Homeless Veterans, Reconnect, etc. 
Because, as you see, membership is 
the backbone of our organization, 
for, without members, we will cease 
to exist.  

 I want to thank all of you for 
the excellent job you’ve been doing 
to promote membership this year. 
We are all part of the membership 
team along with the State Mem-
bership Chairman Brian Mohlman 
and his committee. I received a call 
from Jerry Wilson, National Central 
Vice-Commander, congratulating 
me on the fine job that Michigan is 
doing in membership. I want to pass 
those congratulations on to every 
one of you as you are the ones who 
are doing so the work, not me. I am 
also asking you not to sit back on 
your laurels, now is not the time to 
stop recruiting members. Reach out 
to that member who might be new 
or not active, see if you have a com-
mon interest. Reach out to the elder-
ly member who can’t get out because 
of an illness or the weather. A friend-
ly “HI! How have you been?” goes a 
long way in making someone’s day.  

 Last but not least, don’t for-
get to fill out those CPR reports. 
They are vital in letting the National 
organization know what we are do-
ing here in Michigan.
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I500 Warms up the U.P.
Jim Showers

“Go Real Fast and turn left.” 
That’s how the I 500 Chairman Ric 

Federau describes the International 
500 held the first Saturday of Febru-
ary in Sault Ste. Marie. To be honest, 
that is the only way to describe the 
race. The Track isn’t even perma-
nent. It is the composite of thou-
sands of gallons of water sprayed 
in layers until it is over a foot thick. 
There are no bleachers for fans. The 
fans are happy to sit or stand in the 
snow in the bitter -6 to +9 degree 
cold for the 8 hours it will take to 
run the race. But this race is also 
much more.

According to the people who 
put on the race, it draws up to ten 
thousand fans to the area with a fi-
nancial impact of well over 2 mil-
lion dollars. According to locals, 
there will be even more spectators 
in attendance once they lift the last 
COVID restriction at the border 
in the coming years. As the Legion 
brings veterans together, the race 
brings a community together. If you 
live within 100 miles of the race-
track, chances are you or someone 
very close to you is helping get the 
race ready or run.

The race is unique in that it is 
staffed entirely by volunteers. No 
one is paid from the board of direc-
tors to the track crew that spends 
thousands of hours getting the fro-
zen surface ready and keeping it 

fresh every hundred miles. All mon-
ey collected is distributed in prize 
money and other investments to 
make the race better every year.

For the Michigan Department of 
The American Legion, it is an oppor-
tunity to interact with lawmakers. It 
helps us focus public attention on 
Veterans with our Veterans Trophy. 
A traveling trophy presented to the 
highest finishing racers with a vet-
eran on their team. The Department 
has the honor of selecting a disabled 

Former Miss I-500 and disabled Marine 
Bridget Baker brings down the green flag 
at the 53 running of the International 500.

Commader Richard Dubay, Auxilary Presi-
dent Mary Dubay and Race starter Bridget 
Baker Interviewed on WSOO 1230.

veteran to start the race, thanks to 
the efforts of Dave Spencer. Our 
starter this year was a Marine who 

State Representative John Moose with 
the Dubays.

was a former Miss I-500 pageant 
winner. With her experience in 
public speaking and marketing, our 
starter Bridget Baker is an outstand-
ing spokesperson for the race, the 
Legion, and veteran’s issues. 

Department Commander Rich-
ard Dubay and his wife Legion Aux-
iliary President Mary Dubay con-
ducted two radio interviews during 
race week. They addressed countless 
racing fans worldwide when they 
spoke to the broadcasters of the race. 
These appearances provide priceless 
promotion for the American Legion 
internationally and in Michigan. 
This year, the Legion also had the 
opportunity to present our mission 

Zone 5 Commander Wendy Retzloff 
helps present the flag for the National 
Anthem on the track at the I-500.

and recruit new members inside a 
heated vendor tent.

You should see the race for 
yourself one day. If you are a race 
or snowmobile enthusiast, you will 
be thrilled by the largest endurance 
sled race in the world. If you are not 
a race will be in awe of what good 
people can do coming together for a 
common goal.

The I-500 Veteran’s 
Award  given to the 
highest finishing team 
with a Veteran. Pre-
sented By the Amer-
ican Legion Depart-
ment of Michigan.
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1st District
April 4, 2022 Post 390 - 7:00 pm
May 2, 2022 Post 32 - 7:00 pm

2nd District
March 13, 2022 Onstead Post 550 2PM
April 23, 2022 Brooklyn Post 315
Hosting Memorial Service 4PM
May 15, 2022 Jackson Post 29 2PM

3rd District
Officers Meeting at 11:30 am, Lunch at 
Noon, Meeting at 1 pm
March 6, 2022 Post 257 Harper Creek 
7475 B Dr. N. Battle Creek
May 1, 2022 Post 55 Albion  1230 
Edwards St
June 23-26 Held at State Convention
Note: It is crucial for anyone who plans 
to attend a 3rd District Meeting that 
you communicate to the host Post 
your dinner plans

4th District
March 6, 2022 Sturgis  Post 73
May 1, 2022 Hastings  Post 45
Meetings begin at 1:30 p.m.

5th District
DISTRICT EXECUTIVE BOARD 
MEETINGS
will be held at Post 154 7pm
Aug, October, Dec., Feb, Apr., Jun. 
(Dinner is available for purchase at the 
post from 5 pm until 6:30 pm. Menus 
will vary)
March10, 2022 Post 208 (Kentwood) 
(Nom. of Officers)
May 12, 2022 Post 28 (Grand Haven) 
(Elect. of Officers)
July 14, 2022 Location TBD by Next 
Commander
All District Post Meetings and E Board 
Meetings are at 7 pm (depending on 
new District Commander wishes)

6th District
March 12, 2022 Pinckney Post 419 - 11 
- 2:30pm   
9807 Whitewood Rd, Pinckney, 48169

District Meetings

Membership News
Don’t Stop At Your Four!
Brian Mohlman

May 1, 2022 Holt Post 238       11 
- 2:30pm
1785 Cedar St., Holt, MI 48842
Lunch at 12 – Meeting at 1 p.m.

7th District
March  13, 2022 Caro
May 8, 2022 Mt. Clemens Post 4
June Dept - 1:00pm Ebord - 
2:00pm

8th District
12:00 to 1:00 pm MyLegion     
training 1:00 pm Dinner,
the meetings will begin after        
everyone has eaten and any joint
business has concluded.
March 6, 2022 Elsie Post 502
May 1, 2022 Owosso Post 57

9th District
Dec. 9, at Hesperia Post 
Mar. 10, 2018, Holton Post
May 12, 2018 at Fife Lake Post 
219
E-board at Noon, Lunch at 1:00 
p.m. General Membership meet-
ing at 2:00 p.m

10th District
March 5th 2022 Noon, Linwood 
Post 239,
557 N Garfield Rd, Linwood, 
48634
May 8th 2022 Noon, Bay City 
Post 18,
700 Adams St, Bay City, MI 
48708

11th District & 12th District
TBA

16th District
March 8, 2022 Wyandotte Post 
217
Apr. 12, 2022 Trenton Post 426 
PSO at 6:30pm
May 10, 2022 Lincoln Park Post 
67
** Memorial & Elections
June 14, 2022 Garden City Post 

2022 Membership as of February 21, 2022: 49,599-87.36%

396
Meetings begin at 7:30 p.m., PSO school 
begins at 6:30 p.m.
Memorial service 6:30 p.m.

18th District
March 27, 2022 Royal Oak 253 Phone 
248-546-0499
* May 22, 2022 Royal Oak Post 253 
Phone 248-546-0499
* Election of District Officers for 2022-
23
Meeting for District Legion Only
All meetings on Sunday at 2:00 PM, 
unless notified of change.

19th District
The 19th District meetings will all be 
at The Gaylord Bowling Center (VETS, 
Inc), 1200 Gornick Avenue, Gaylord.  
Service Officer/General Topic Training 
will be at 10 AM, Social Greeting at 11 
AM, lunch served at Noon.  Both Legion 
and Auxiliary District meetings will 
begin at 1 PM.
Sunday, March 6, 2022
Saturday, May 14, 2022

Submit District Meeting dates and infor-
mation to:
media@MichiganLegion.org

When it comes to mem-
bership and recruiting, it is 
essential to remember that 
our commitment to sharing 
The American Legion expe-
rience with every veteran is a 
year-round responsibility. Just 
because we reach our annual 
membership goal doesn’t mean 
we stop welcoming new and 

renewing members into our Posts. Each Post in 
our Department contributes to the overall mem-
bership strength for our Department. In contrast, 
each Department contributes to the overall mem-
bership strength at the National level, and that has 
a HUGE impact when the National Commander 
addresses Congressional Committees.

The following story does well to sum up, our 
commitment to growing our membership, even 
after we’ve reached our Annual Goal.

A Confederate General was attempting to 
motivate his troops for a battle which he knew they 
were outnumbered 4 to 1. “Troops, I know we’re 
outnumbered 4 to 1, but I know we can win this 
battle. We know the territory, we have superior 
weapons, and we are defending our home territo-
ry.”  During the battle, the General noticed one of 
his soldiers back behind the lines, sitting under a 
large Oak tree, chewing on a blade of grass. The 
General proceeded to chew him out, and the sol-
dier looked him in the eyes and shouted out, “Well, 
Sir, I got my FOUR!!”

Our goals should be considered the minimum 
requirements for our Post. Every Member above 
our goal adds to the pool of potential volunteers 
for our organization, maybe even a future Leader. 
Settling for merely reaching our goal may win the 
battle, but going above and beyond wins the WAR!

Don’t forget the FLASH New Member Com-
petition that runs until 15 April 2022. Your Mem-
bership Committee will pay the Post that adds the 
most NEW Members to their rolls a $1,000 top 
prize, with $500 going to the runner-up. The only 
requirement is that the New Member has to be just 
that, a brand new Member who has never been a 
Legionnaire. Go Beyond Your Four!

We were excited to have Doug Chace, National 
Member Engagement Coordinator, at our Winter 
Meetings in Lansing. Doug provided some fantas-
tic insight and knowledge during our hands-on 

MyLegion Training session, as well as some highly motivational 
tips during the well-attended Department Membership Commit-
tee Meeting.

Did you know your Post’s first line of communication with 
the Department Membership Committee is your District 1st 
Vice-Commander? Please reach out to them with ANY Member-
ship issues, questions, or Training needs.

Best Wishes, now let’s go out and win the War!
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Call to Duty
Dick Chatman, Internal Affairs Chairman

I have just attended Winter 
Conference in Lansing, Michigan. 
I’ve always enjoyed and looked 
forward to attending Legion Con-
ferences and Conventions because 
I would always learn something 
about the Legion, people, or my fel-
low Legionnaires. The opportunity 
to see how Department policy is set, 
resolutions are presented, motions 
made, and parliamentary procedure 
in action, as well as meeting Legion 
members from across the state, was 
indeed worth my while.

I attended my first Winter Con-
ference in 2000. It didn’t have to do 
with everyone predicting the world 
would end because computers 
couldn’t handle “2000”. It had to do 
with being curious about the type of 
organization I had recently joined. 
As they say, “The rest is history.”  I 
saw committees in action making 
decisions that would affect the op-
erations of the Department down to 
the Posts to the individual legion-
naires. As a dues-paying member, I 
figured I wanted to provide my in-
put and feedback at the Department 
level.

So, I found out that any legion-
naire can submit a form requesting a 
Department of Michigan committee 
assignment, which led me to serve 
on the VA&R committee, PR Com-
mittee, Post Development Commit-
tee, Legislative Committee; you get 
the picture. During this journey, I 
learned truly what The Legion is 
about and what a great organization 
it is. Did I understand everything? 

Far from it, I knew just enough “to 
be dangerous” and where to go to 
find answers if I didn’t know.

What I’ve seen over the last five 
years is disturbing. I’m not see-
ing that curiosity and involvement 
in Department affairs that got me 
started. I’m seeing the same Chair-
men and committee members recy-
cling each year, and people I know 
are qualified to serve with the talents 
that could benefit our organization, 
turning down my requests to get in-
volved.  

I’ve heard the gamut of reasons; 
they got screwed at the post or the 
district level, committee assignments 
and Department appointments are 
too political, that Commander or 
Officer doesn’t like me. These are not 
reasons; they are excuses. Life is full 
of challenges, and everyone will ex-
perience disappointment, rejection, 
and setbacks. It’s how you deal with 
THEM is the key.  

I’m issuing “A CALL TO DUTY.” 
Anyone who has been thinking of 
getting involved at the Department 
level, WE NEED YOU! It’s not easy 
to leave that comfort level, but I’m 
asking you to give it a try. Attend 
conferences, attend committee 
meetings that interest you, observe 
proceedings, do not be afraid to ask 
questions, and once you see some-
thing you like, go to Department’s 
website, click on forms, download 
“REQUEST FOR DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDER COMMITTEE AP-
POINTMENT,” fill it out and send it 
in.           DUTY CALLS.

Now is the time of year that we get to interact with the IRS for our 
individual taxes, but those of the Legion Family may also be responsible 
for your post, unit, or squadron. For most of us, it is a simple process. It is 
a little more involved for others, but they do like to hear from us each year, 
or the 501c3(19) designation may be revoked.

Start by going to www.irs.gov. This site has all the information you will 
need to file the appropriate tax forms. The majority of us can file IRS Form 
990-N, e-postcard. Remember you will need your EIN and follow the in-
structions. The process is not complicated but a necessary one.

There are lots of instructions on the site, and you should be able to 
follow along with them. Please contact your tax preparer or accountant if 
you have a more complicated operation.

Just remember the IRS will track you down if you don’t spend a few 
minutes taking care of it.

Tax Time
Marilyn Britten, Department Finance Officer

Legion RideRs To The Rescue
American Legion Riders award-

ed $1,000 checks to three area vol-
unteer fire departments that took 
part in the Legion’s 9-11 celebra-
tion and Remembrance Ceremony 
at the Lynn C. Weeman Post 514.

left to right Ida Fire Chief Kirt Horn, Capt. 
Carl Arnold, And Steve Engel Director of 
the American Legion Riders.

Steve Engel, director of the 
American Legion Riders, handed 
out the checks to representatives 
from the Bedford, Ida, and Monroe 

Larry Mortimer (left), director of the Bed-
ford Veterans Center, accepts a ceremo-
nial check for $1,000 from Steve Engel

Township fire departments. “Anoth-
er $1,000 contribution was given to 
the Bedford Veterans Center from 
money collected during the fund-
raiser.” said Wayne Blank, adjutant 
for District 2 of the American Le-
gion. The 9-11 event is a yearly event 
hosted by Post 514, and the Legion 
Riders. 
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American Legion 
Veterans Affairs 
& Rehabilitation

Our staff is dedicated 
to providing the very best veter-
ans’ advocacy to Michigan Vet-
erans and their families.They can 
assist with Claims Preparation, 
Presentation and appeal counsel 
in Veterans’ benefits services. As-
sist you and your Dependents in 
getting the Benefits that you have 
earned by your service to your 
country. 

American Legion Veterans Affairs 
and Rehabilitation

Mr. Gary Easterling, Director

Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director

Patrick V. McNamara Federal 
Building 
Room 1210
477 Michigan Avenue 
Detroit, MI 48226

Office Phone (313) 964-6640 
Fax (313) 964-5697

e-mail - al.vbadet@va.gov
Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

-------------------------------------
Call the Detroit office for Field 

Service Officer Schedule

Visit us on Facebook at: www.
facebook.com/MichiganVAR

UP Tour Continued From Page 1

Gary Easterling
Director

provided updates on how Covid has affected patients and how 
they have successfully weathered the pandemic. 

Day 4 started with a long wintery drive to The Moving Wall, 
followed by lunch at the White Pine Post 462 with Post Com-
mander Aaron Gray. The Moving Wall was the most memo-
rable of the stops as both Aaron & Bob Devitt demonstrated 
how the Moving Wall was created from start to finish, and we 
were able to tour the building of Vietnam collections. Our last 
stop on Day four was in Lake Linden Post 90 with Post Com-
mander Ronald Schmitt. The Post Family celebrated their suc-
cesses in working through the pandemic. 

Day 5 began with a delicious breakfast buffet with Hancock 
Post 186, Post Commander Ron Guibault. American Legion gift bags for all attendees with unique gifts from the 
heart put together by Deb Guibaut and the Post Legion Family. 2nd stop at L’Anse Post 144 with Post Commander 
Dan Larsen serving up the best family 
recipe spaghetti for lunch and our last 
visit, My home Post 44, Marquette.

Ray Carlson introduced Guest 
Speaker Sarah Johnson, Representa-
tive of Jacobetti Veterans Home pro-
viding updates on how they too are 
weathering the pandemic with a spe-
cific list of items they need to move 
forward into 2022 for their veterans. 

Day 6 with breakfast in Greenwood 
Post 114, Post Commander David 
Abraham with a quick breakfast. 

Greenwood Post wanted to put out 
to all Posts in Michigan a challenge to 
match their donation to Mayfield, Ken-
tucky Post 26 which, was severely damaged along with the rest of the town by a Tornado. Our final resting place to 
end the tour was a Meet & Greet at Munising Post 131 with Post Commander Rocky VanDorn. A time to chill out 
to end a long drive and have a look through the Post Achieve Room to leisurely view a rare collection of military 
items of all eras from uniforms, news articles, and unique items of all military branches. 

I am so proud to serve as the 5th Zone Upper Peninsula Commander 2021-2022 because every Post Commander 
and their Post Legion Family opened their posts with heartwarming welcomes.

Every Post shared their successes of pulling through the covid pandemic. Each Post had something to share from 
special gifts, monetary gifts, and the gift of new & rekindled friendships. 

Every Tour Attendee from State Department to each guest had photos, gifts, and stories to remember their time 
on the tour and share with others as they returned home below the bridge. 

Thank you to each and every Post who participated in the UP Mid Winter Tour 2022 for their hospitality and 
courtesy making this a great event to remember for the 2022 year! 

Giving a demonstration on how the Wall is made as the tour group looks on.

Commander Richard Dubay and Madame President Mary 
Dubay interviewed by Channel 6.

Ready to eat! Another U.P. Tour in the bag. Enjoying lunch with The Eckerson Post.
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SAL Detachment Commander Comments
I will Never Forget!

Media and coMMunicaTions
Sandy Lipman

We are currently in 14th place 
in membership Nationally, and we 
just need to hit our goals in the next 
few months to be 100 percent again. 

Please remember to complete 
and send in your consolidated 
reports, which will be coming out 
to you soon.  Once totaled,  we will 
share in accomplishing what we in 
Michigan have done to support our 
veterans and The American Legion 
family.

I pray for you all to be safe 
and well in this period of national 
illness and trust God will care for 
you.  We have all suffered loss and 
are missing those who were such 
a significant part of our Legion 
family.  We, who are here, will carry 
on for them as we do for our price-
less heritage.  We will Never Forget 
our family, our veterans, our POW/
MIA, or our priceless heritage.  We 
Never Forget.  I Will Never Forget 
you, my Brothers.  Please know that 
you matter, and you make me proud 
of you daily. I Will Never Forget. 

Zack Pendell, Detachment 
Commander 2021-22 

The American 
Legion Posts of 
the Upper Penin-
sula in Michigan 
have provided a 
great Midwinter 
tour for their State 
Commanders and 
Madame Pres-
ident. Another 

show of solidarity and comradeship 
shows what we can do for our veter-
ans when we all work together.  

I'm not only proud to have 
been selected to represent The Sons 
of The American Legion but very 
proud to see what they are doing for 
veterans in their posts and commu-
nities. As I travel around the state 
and visit different Squadrons,  there 
is always that impression of enthusi-
asm for whatever project the Squad-
ron has selected to support. The 
work you gentlemen do to keep The 
American Legion and our veterans 
is very moving for someone like me 
who is here to support and repre-
sent you.  Thank you,  my brothers, 
for all your work. 

Hoping everyone had a fantastic and healthy holiday season! But it’s 
now time to get back to work!

Let’s start with the National Emergency Fund or NEF: Mother Nature 
has not been kind to us this past year, and even now, as many posts and 
members have been displaced! The NEF will help finances for tempo-
rary housing, food, clothing, and more. NEF also helps rebuild the post 
homes and repair damages! However, as quickly as funds come in, they 
are going back out. Please donate now and let me know what you have 
sent in by emailing me copies of your donations at sandylipman95@
hotmail.com.

The Detachment of Michigan Sons has donated $4,875.33 or 22cents 
per member to CWF or Child Welfare Foundation. Our goal is a dollar 
per member. We have a long way to go to achieve that! If you have piggy 
banks, please count what is in them and get the checks to me or send 
them directly to national. But remember I need to have copies of those 
donations as well. The CWF fiscal year runs from June 1 to May 31. So 
please have all of your donations in by May 25 for this fiscal year! We 
will have new merchandise to help support this effort soon!

As your editor, please get your articles and pictures to me for our 
4 newsletters and national publications throughout the year! We have 
many great events, but only a handful are submitted. Please send the 
articles in WORD if possible and your pictures jpg. Spread the word 
of why our Detachment is the best in the world! Our last paper will be 
the April? May issue so all articles and information for the upcoming 
convention will need to be to me by March 5, 2022. Please brag about 
yourself as you do fantastic work for our Veterans and their families, and 
our communities! Thank you for all you do!

Don’t forget our motto:
”Leadership through action, not through position.” We are# SAL Strong!! 

heLLo feLLow aMeRican Legion RideRs!
James (Big Daddy) Austin

Welcome to the worst part of the 
year. Too many months to remem-
ber all the great times we had this 
past year, but still too many weeks 
to start thinking about this next sea-
son’s rides. There have been many 
things going on this past non-riding 
season.

First off, the Department has 
set the new Michigan Legion Rider 
committee in place. Thanks to the 
challenging work already completed 
by Robert Kamin and Ron McCall, 
we have hit the streets running! One 
of the most important things I have 
learned in my years of leadership is 
to surround yourself with top-notch 

people, and I have done just that.
This new Department commit-

tee consists of myself (Big Daddy) as 
the Legion Liaison, Rob (Lunchbox) 
Secco as the SAL liaison, and Deb-
bie (Hugs) Abraham as the Auxiliary 
Liaison. All three of us have a solid 
commitment to continue all the re-
markable things the Legion Riders 
represent and work with the riders of 
this great state to improve where we 
can. 

Currently, we are in the process 
of having an ALR Liaison for each 
District, a necessary need for the 
chain of communication within our 
state. We, here at Department, hate it 

when we hear, “I did not know that, 
or we did not hear about that.”  One 
of the original ideas was to promote 
Legion programs and comradery 
between other rider chapters. If you 
are interested in becoming a District 
ALR Liaison, please contact your 
District Commander. 

One topic to be addressed is the 
Legion Rider vest. The Department 
has received more than a few com-
plaints about disrespectful patches 
seen on our rider vests. We would 
like to see uniformity as set forth 
by National ALR (the back center 
patch, with your post name/number 
displayed), but we hope you police 

your own chapter about inappropri-
ate patches. Remember, we are all 
members of the American Legion 
first, riders second.

I am looking forward to seeing 
as many of my fellow Legion Riders 
on the road or at the Legion events 
that this rider committee plans to 
attend. As always, if you have any 
questions or concerns, please feel 
free to contact any one of us. 
Yours in comradery,

Jim (Big Daddy) Austin
Jaustin1961@gmail.com

Cell:  734-752-0153



1st Zone Report
Greg Price, Commander    

u.P. waR MeMoRiaL uPdaTe

saL  heLPs food PanTRy
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The Gladstone, Michigan 
August Mattson Squad #71 of 
the Sons of the American Legion 
has made a $250.00 Donation to 
the Gladstone St. Vincent DE 
Paul Food Pantry. According to 
the Squad Commander Randy 
Bruntjens,”Our group was look-
ing for a great way to give back 
to the community and thought 
this was a great way to help the 
Pantry with their needs of their 
hope to re-stock the shelves. This 
is time that the need is the greatest”.

The Sons of the American legion was founded for preserving the Amer-
ican Legion Traditions and Programs while improving the Quality of life for 
our nation’s Children, caring for veterans and their families and teaching 
the fundamentals of good citizenship. The Sons of The American Legion 
Detachment of Michigan represents over 36,000 members in the State of 
Michigan. 

Pictured: Lori Lamarche Assistant Manager Glad-
stone Food Pantry, Anita Gillis President of the 
Pantry and, SAL Squadron Commander Randy 
Bruntjens.

The Upper Peninsula Vet-
erans War Memorial is shining 
more brightly these days after a 
major upgrade in lighting for the 
park atop Pine Mountain in Iron 
Mountain Michigan.

Contributions from roughly 
a dozen sponsors and the public 
allowed the U.P. Veterans War 
Memorial and Park Committee 
to invest about $8,000 for lights 
atop all 12 obelisks in the display, 
with another three illuminating 
the American flag and one added 

at the POW/MIA monument this past fall.
We’re very fortunate that we live in the Upper Peninsula, because 

people are very generous, ”memorial co-founder and Past State Sons of 
the American Legion Commander Dennis Larson said. “Even after night-
fall, visitors now should be able to read the roughly 2,000 veterans’ names 
etched on brick pavers set in the obelisks, Larson said. The flag now is 
completely visible through the night”. “It’s beautiful. It’s the same kind of 
lights as on the ski jump, ”Larson said. G. Brooks Electric of Iron Moun-
tain did the installation, including wiring and mounting the lights, in 
October.

With the lighting project done, Larson now hopes to enlist an Eagle 
Scout or other volunteers to develop an alphabetical listing of where each 
veteran’s paver is located — down to the side and row on the obelisks — so 
visitors don’t have to search the memorial.

All of the pavers now have been mounted on the obelisks after a delay 
due to the COVID pandemic, Larson added. The committee also could use 
groups or individuals willing to purchase new American flags for the me-
morial, as they cost about $550 and on average need to be replaced twice 
a year, he said. Those who want to help contact Larson at 906-221-9373 
or Mail a Check C/O U.P. Veterans Memorial, 609 Kennedy Road, Iron 
Mountain, Michigan. 49801

For immediate coverage, enroll online at www.TheLIT.com/No-Cost-LegionCare

The Legionnaire 
Insurance Trust 
Is Celebrating 50 
Years Of Service!

AND
We are now 
offering a 

ONE AND DONE 
solution to our 
No-Cost-To-You 

LegionCare 
Protection 

 And did you know that starting 1/1/2015, anyone 
enrolled in LegionCare will be covered for as long as 
they maintain their membership in the Legion Family – 
TAL, ALA, & SAL. This new “one and done” approach 
will save you from needing to re-enroll every 5 years. 
The LegionCare program will continue to cover you for 
$1,000 of AD&D coverage.
 If the accidental loss occurs when on official Legion 
Family Business, we will cover you for $5,000 of AD&D 
coverage.* This has been arranged on your behalf by 
Your Department of The American Legion.
 As soon as your enrollment is received, LegionCare 
will take effect. Your acceptance is guaranteed**, so 
enroll today.

39893       ©2016 AGIA

Endorsed by Your Department  
of The American Legion

•  This coverage is at NO-COST-TO-YOU
•  LegionCare is now available to ALL Legion Family 

members: Legionnaires, Auxiliary, and Sons of the 
American Legion. 

•  This coverage has been arranged on your behalf 
by Your American Legion Department. 

•  Regardless of Your Age, health or occupation your 
acceptance is GUARANTEED**

The Facts On LegionCare: CELEBRATING

OF SERVICE
TO LEGIONNAIRES AND 

LEGION FAMILY MEMBERS

DEPARTMENT SPONSORED MEMBER BENEFIT PROGRAMS

Complete details of the coverage are contained in accident only Master Policy MZ0933569H0000A/0001A underwritten 
by Transamerica Premier Life Insurance Company Cedar Rapids, IA. This plan is not available in all states.

*For Purposes of the Legionnaire Insurance Trust, a member of The Legion Family, with current year’s dues paid, could be eligible for 
the $5,000 Accidental Death benefit if he/she is traveling to, attending, or returning from an official function at which they represent 

his/her Post, Squadron, Unit, District, Department, Detachment or National Organization in an official capacity.

AT#1441735

**This is a supplemental health insurance plan that requires you to have major medical coverage, Medicare, or other health coverage 
that meets “minimum essential coverage” as defined by the Affordable Care Act.

SONS!!!

Reminder:

The Legionnaire In-
surance Trust Ben-
efits extend to our 

organization

Sign up at 
www.thelit.com

Detachment Commander Zack 
Pendell, Alternate N.E.C Gary La-
Munyon, and I wanted to present a 
Plaque from the Sons congratulating 
the Taylor North baseball players on 
their World Series Championship. 
For the first time in 62 years, Mich-
igan is home to the Little League 
World Series champions. The Taylor 
North team won the Little League 
World Series. The group represent-
ed the state of Michigan at the LLWS 
and took down the Ohio team in a  
5-2  final. Thank you to Doug Clout-
ier, a member of the Taylor Little 
League, for helping make that hap-
pen.

  Oratorical Contest
I was very impressed with the 

two participants representing their 
Districts. Andrew Kil of Novi at-
tends Detroit Catholic Central High 
School is from the 1st District, and 
Brooklynn Taylor from Trenton 
High School represents the 16th 
District.

It was a good contest between 
them, with Andrew Kil winning the 
$500 scholarship and Brooklyn re-
ceiving $200.

Juanita and I, along with the De-
partment Zone I Commander Mike 

(Ponytail Mike) Globke, recently at-
tended the Southeast Michigan Four 
Chaplains Interfaith Memorial Ser-
vice in Oxford at the American Le-
gion Post # 108.

The 16th District hosted their 
Annual Americanism Banquet at the 
Dearborn Height Stitt Post #232. The 
city’s Mayor Bill Bazzi welcomed all 
the Veterans and their Families.   He 
is involved with various Veteran or-
ganizations and is a member of the 
American Legion Family. It looked 
like everyone who attended had a 
good time. 

Thank you to all of you for sup-
porting Veterans and their families 
and the communities in which they 
live.  

The Plaque Reads:  Presented to The Tay-
lor Michigan Little League National Little 
League World Series Champion. Congrat-
ulations from The Sons of The American 
Legion Detachment of Michigan.
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Where did the time go? 
Mary Dubay
Auxiliary President

As I thought 
about what to 
write this month, 
I realized that 
the Auxiliary 
year is half over, 

and by the time you receive this, 
we will have had Winter Confer-
ence. Where did the time go? 

January started with visits to 
the 10th and 6th District. The tra-
ditional Early Bird Dinner at Cedar 
Springs, where I received my “red 
flannel” nightcap and nightgown 
along with Commander Dubay and 
Detachment Commander Pen-
dell. The evening ended with the 
“chicken dance” and a great time 
was had by all.

The UP tour was held the 
week of January 16. We started in 
Sault Ste. Marie, on to Engadine 
the next day, and then to Menom-
inee. Day three found us in Es-
canaba at the UP Military Museum 
and an interview of the Legion 
Family by Channel 6 news.   On 
to Hermansville and the Tom St. 
Onge Vietnam Veterans Museum. 
Iron River was the final destination 
that day as the snow began to 
fall in great big flakes. Wednes-
day morning found us traveling to 
White Pine to see how the Moving 
Wall is made. I can’t thank them 
enough for taking the time to show 
us how the panels were made. We 
had lunch at the White Pine Post 
and then on to Houghton for the 
night with dinner at Lake Linden. It 
was a day of cold, snow, and white 
knuckle driving through white-out 
conditions. Thanks to our wagon 
master, 5th Zone Commander 
Wendy Retzloff, and her sidekick, 
Alphonse Van Hese, for leading us 
through. It was breakfast at Han-
cock Post, lunch in L’Anse, and 

dinner in Marquette on Thursday. 
On Friday, we traveled to Green-
wood, Munising, and then to New-
berry for the UP winter meeting. 
Thank you to everyone for all their 
hospitality and great food along 
the way. I enjoyed meeting each 
of you, renewing old friendships, 
and making new as I learned of the 
innovative and creative ways you 
have continued to work for the Vet-
erans and your community during 
the continuation of the pandemic.

The Four Chaplains Services 
held in Walker in conjunction with 
Post 1111 and Post 459 on January 
29, and the Southeast Michigan 
Four Chaplains Interfaith Memorial 
Service held in Oxford on January 
30 honored the sacrifice of the Four 
Chaplains who served aboard the 
USAT Dorchester on February 3, 
1943. If you have never attended, 
the story of their sacrifice is some-
thing to hear.

The time is nearing for annual 
reports to be due to Department. I 
hope you have been keeping track 

of all the wonderful things you have 
been doing this past year. I know 
that it has continued to be a chal-
lenge. Still, from what I have heard 
on my travels, you have been 
creative in overcoming obstacles 
to continue service to veterans, the 
military, and your communities. No 
one knows what all you do if you 
don’t “Toot your Horn” and share 
your stories.

  If you have any questions 
when you do your reports, don’t 
hesitate to reach out to the Depart-
ment Chairman, the office staff, or 
even myself.  

I know that we preach member-
ship, membership, membership! 
It is the backbone of our organi-
zation, and without members, we 
couldn’t do our programs. Reach 
out to those who haven’t renewed 
and see why. When you send your 
membership to Department, please 
double check it to see if it is cor-
rectly filled out and easy to read. 
The effort will be greatly appreciat-
ed.  

The Caregiver award is part of 
the National President project for 
this year.

I would like to recognize any 
member of the Department of 
Michigan as a caregiver with an 
award to be presented at the De-
partment Convention this year in 
Kalamazoo in June.

Here are some of the following 
questions a person should ask 
themselves if they think they are or 
are not a caregiver.

• Do you do things for some-
one who serves or served in the 
Armed Forces that they can’t do 
anymore?

• Do you help someone who 
serves or served in the Armed 
Forces with stress, emotional 
issues, anger, or depression?

• Do you take someone who 
serves or served in the Armed 
Forces to medical appointments or 
arrange any form of health care for 
them?

• Do you sometimes, even 
often, feel alone or isolated in your 
duties because no one around you 
does the same thing or seems to 
understand?

• Do you feel you care for 
someone who served in the Armed 
Forces because they are your 
spouse, son/daughter, friend, sib-
ling, or other family member?

If you answered YES to any 
of these questions, you might be 
a military caregiver, according to 
the Military and Veteran Caregiver 
Network.

Please send to me the Care-
giver’s full name, Unit or Post 
number, District, and amount of 
caregiving hours. I need this infor-
mation by May 1, 2022.

Email: smsvacha@hotmail.
com .

Mailing address: Susan Sva-
cha   7900 North Rd, Burtchville, 
MI 48059

VA&R Care Giver Award
Susan Svacha, VA & R Chairman

The Early Bird Dinner!
The Annual Early Bird dinner was January 8 at Post 287 Cedar Springs.

Fom Left to Right Back Row: SKIPPER TOWNES, CARVIN CHAPMAN, DAVE MENNEL, 
DOMINIC MERLINGTON, SABRINA TOWNES AND GREG PRICE.  Middle row: PDC JERRY 
DENNIS, MARY SENA, ZACH PENDELL, DEPT COMMANDER RICHARD DUBAY, PDC JOHN 
MELLA, ELLEN JACKSON, AND PDC CARNIE JACKSON.
Front row: JULIE THATCHER, AUXILIARY PRESIDENT MARY DUBAY, AND JUNIOR MACK-
ENZIE TOWNES
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Fifth District
Candie Chase

Greetings from the Mighty 5th! I hope the 
year so far has been as prosperous for each of 
your Districts as it has been for the 5th.

My special project this year is the “Michigan 
War Dog Memorial” in South Lyon. It is a ceme-
tery for our extraordinary 4-legged veterans. As 
a dog and veteran lover, I can’t think of a better 
organization to help raise funds for. If you hav-
en’t already, you need to check it out! 

It was a pleasure to be invited to join Nation-
al President Kathy Daudistal on the Michigan 
Tour. It’s always a treat to show off the highlights 
that West Michigan offers. We visited Communi-
ty Rebuilders, the Michigan Home for Veterans, 
the Air and Army National Guard bases in Battle 
Creek and the Fort Custer National Cemetery. 

The 5th District lost another of our long-
time members. Pam McVeigh passed away in 
November. Pam was a member of the Carl A. 
Johnson Unit #2 in Grand Rapids for 42 years 
and was Secretary for the 5th District for 31 
years. She was also a Deputy at the MHV. Her 
dedication and love for veterans showed by the 
number of hours she volunteered. She will sure-
ly be missed by all.  

The Units continued to work on programs for 
veterans and their families, making it a suc-
cessful year even with some COVID restrictions 
in place. Some examples of their accomplish-
ments are:  

• Trunk-or-treat at Halloween.
• Veteran’s Day ceremonies.
• Collecting donations and Decorating the 

Michigan Home for Veterans.
• Helping the local Santa Claus Girls.

National Veterans    
Creative Arts Festival
Mary Anne Yuncker

The National Veterans Creative Arts Festival 
continues to evolve each year as it showcas-
es the artistic achievements of Veterans from 
across the country in each of its five artistic 
divisions.  The categories include  Art, Creative 
writing, Dance, Drama, and Music.  There is no 
competition at the Festival as it is a showcase 
for gold medal exhibits and performances from 
the top award winner in each category.  

Since 2000, the American Legion Auxiliary 
has co-presented the Festival, along with the 
Department of Veteran Affairs.  Following the 
Auxiliary’s mission of Service, not Self, mem-
bers, Units, and Departments make generous 

Throughout our history, many outstanding leaders have helped make this organization what it is 
today. In the past, we worked with the American Legion to launch activities in the field of veteran re-
habilitation, child welfare, and Americanism. Leaders from small rural towns and large cities worked 
diligently to establish the programs we still have today. The Poppy Program, Christmas gift shops, 
and Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation are still some of the most vital programs we have, thanks to 

the great leaders of the past.
It wasn’t until the mid 1960’s that the Auxiliary considered having a formal leadership committee. In 1964 the Finance Committee approved fund-

ing for the first leadership School. In July, three Indiana Business School University professors held the First leadership Development Conference at 
the National Headquarters.

In 1966-67 a Leadership Training course Director was named. Shortly after Leadership became a national committee, training for Department 
leaders was instituted. Leadership training and classes have taken many forms over the years, including our current Mission Training. We hope more 
members will become interested in taking leadership roles to continue our legacy of service over the coming years.

While this history helps us understand the background of our program, let us step back and think about what a leader really is.   A leader can be 
anyone who takes responsibility for finding the potential in people or programs and dares to develop that potential. We desperately need more lead-
ers committed to courageous wholehearted Leadership and lead from their hearts.

Leaders do not need to be perfect. You make yourself vulnerable when you step up to lead. You may encounter criticism, be misunderstood, or be 
judged. But remember Babe Ruth’s quote, “The loudest boos always come from the cheapest seats!”

Leading is about seeing the gifts in others, and helping them grow and develop their talents and make a stronger organization. Part of this is the 
mentoring program of Leadership. We encourage and teach our fellow members not to be afraid to step up as validated contributors to our American 
Legion Auxiliary goals.

Many of us have worked to overcome hurtful experiences, childhood problems, painful family issues, violence, or trauma. We have had failed 
marriages, children in trouble, or health problems. Use your experiences to be a compassionate leader. Lead from your heart. Remember that “peo-
ple don’t care what you know until they know that you care.”

Suppose we truly lead from our hearts, encouraging others to share our devotion to the American Legion Auxiliary. In that case, we will continue to 
be part of not only the ‘best’ veterans organization in the world but the most dedicated, passionate, and influential one. These thoughts on leadership 
thoughts on Leadership come in part from the book by Brene Brown, Dare to Lead.

 BEElieve THEre is GOOD in the world!

History and Challenge
MaryAnn Yuncker, Leadership Committee 
Member 

donations to help carry out this event.
Nationwide, the Department of Veterans 

Affairs medical facilities use the creative arts as 
one form of rehabilitative therapy to help vet-
erans recover from and cope with physical and 
emotional disabilities.

Veterans enrolled at VA health care facili-
ties compete at local creative arts competitions 
every year.  The categories are in visual arts 
such as painting or leatherworks.  There are 
also writing and performing arts.  First-place 
winners advance to National judging, and first, 
second, and third place entries in each category 
are determined.  Gold medal winners are invited 
to attend the Festival hosted by a different VA 
facility each year.

In 2019 Michigan was honored to host the 
Festival here at the Battle Creek VA facility.  As 
an Auxiliary, we enjoyed meeting the finalists 
and their families, providing food and relaxation, 
appreciating the beautiful art show, and then 
being part of the audience at the fantastic stage 
show.  The Festival is truly the culmination of 
talent as veterans exhibit their artwork and 
perform.  The annual competition recognizes 
the progress and recovery made through art 
therapy and raises the visibility of the creative 
achievements of our nation’s veterans.

  Consider using your Poppy funds for this 
year’s event, April 20-25 in St. Petersburg, Flor-
ida. this.  Call Mary Anne Yuncker (616) 780-
4884 with any questions.

• Holding Children’s Christmas parties or 
drive-thru parties.

• Dinners for Veterans on Christmas.
• Collecting items for care packages.
• Hosting an Auxiliary Open House to learn 

how to help our Veterans.
• Lunches to local police and fire depart-

ments.
• Junior auxiliaries holding food drives for 

MHV and serving lunch to the local Michigan 
National Guard.

I am humbled and so thankful for our mem-
bers and Units’ hard work. It’ll soon be time for 
the year-end report to further emphasize our 
work here in the 5th..



ALA Girls State Prepares for the 2022 Session
Beryl Robbins, Chairman

Michalaux.org | March 2022| MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE 11

As most know by now, Michigan’s 81st ALA Girls State program will be virtual again this year, 
scheduled for June 12-17. The cost for sponsors is $175 per student, and the students will be 
registering through CampDoc at a cost to them of $30. We will mail their pins and certificates and 
some ALAGS merchandise once they complete the program.   

The Committee is obtaining quotes from colleges to cut costs when we return to an in-person 
event in 2023. We thank all of you who supported our program in the past and hope you continue 
to do so. A flier with details of our 2022 session is being mailed to the Michigan high schools, so 
now is the time to contact them to recruit interested students. You can contact Beryl Robbins to 
obtain the phone number and email address of your local high school’s principal and superinten-
dent. The ALAGS Committee is also available to assist in finding a student in your area to fill your 
reservation.  

Last year’s virtual session was a huge success! We wanted to share comments from students 
who attended the virtual program. Please share these comments with your applicants, and re-
assure them that this year’s program will be well worth their time and will still benefit them when 
applying for colleges, military academies, and employment. 

Georgie Branch, Citizen of the 2021 Virtual ALA Girls State Session, and selected to attend the 
2021 ALA Girls Nation as a Senator from Michigan said, “My Girls State experience was wonderful 
in so many ways. The program leaders and counselors were helpful with educational and political 
topics and general well-being advice. Though I knew everyone only for a short time, I truly felt like 
the leadership figures spent so much time getting to know the real me. As for the girls I met, ev-
eryone was so special and unique. You form a bond with girls you spend so many hours with, and 
I loved being in an enriching setting with girls who have the same interests and passions as me. 
Lastly, I think I gained a lot of important information on how our government worked. We learned 
everything in a hands-on simulation setting, which was fun and enriching. Girls State was a once-
in-a-lifetime experience that I will never forget.”

Quote from Alexandria Rose Davis, winner of Michigan’s $1,250 Samsung Scholarship: “Thank 
you so much for supporting my passion for government and allowing me to attend the ALA Girls 
State Conference this year! Because of your kindness, I had an incredibly fun, thought-provoking, 
and valuable week. I was also able to win a scholarship for my hard work! Thank you again, and I 
hope you know how much I appreciate your kindness and helpfulness.”  

You can give your delegates a chance to share their virtual ALAGS experience with other 
representatives in your area. All you need is an American Legion Post with a strong internet con-
nection and a large space you can reserve for the week or portion of the week of June 12 to June 
17, 2022. Invite your area delegates and have them bring their computer or tablet. Earbuds will 
be helpful since they will likely be assigned different cities and counties, a notebook or paper, and 
lunch or snacks unless you make plans to serve them. Bringing delegates together is an excellent 
ideafor those who live in a rural area, or without access to a strong internet connection. 

Contact ALAGS Committee member Rosemary Maciejewski if you plan to do this or have any 
questions.

Sixth District
Sue Hilgris

The Sixth District is up and working. A big 
thanks to our team of officers stepping up. We 
have been meeting when I was unable to be 
there.

Units 306, 158, and 269 attended the annual 
reports workshop in January.

The units are all working hard for our Veter-
ans.

Unit 141 in Howell held a Christmas party 
for children. On Christmas Day, they offered a 
turkey dinner to anyone in the community.

Unit 119 in Linden has been busy. They held 
a Veteran’s Dinner for their community, par-
ticipated in the community Zombie Fest, and 
held an eyeball raffle. The unit joined the Patriot 
Guard at Bishop Airport to welcome home mili-
tary at Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Unit 267 in Davison has been busy with 
fundraisers, which has allowed them to donate to 
Girl’s State, AEF, VAR, Backpacks for the home-
less in Genesee County, and Wilwin Lodge. Great 
job.

Unit 158 in Clio participated in the Clio 
Zombie Walk Trunk or Treat. They have collect-
ed items for “Give 10 to Education.”  They have 
also donated 100 blankets and toiletries to the 
Genesee County homeless Veterans program. 
The unit also donated $1,000 to Wreaths Across 
America.

Unit 419 in Pinckney has also been very 
active. They have donated 500 items to Give 10 to 
Education in their schools. They held two blood 
drives collecting 100 units of blood. They donat-
ed $100 to the middle school toward a therapy 
dog. They had a Breakfast with Santa. They host-
ed the Livingston County Veterans and Auxiliary 
of the year banquet.

We are striving to get to the goal with mem-
bership. Congratulations to Haslett Unit 269 for 
reaching Its Membership goal.

Remember to get your annual reports turned 
in to the District by March 31. 

Our next meeting is on March 13 at Pinckney 
Unit 419.

What has your unit been up to? 
Dawn Gramza, Department Historian 

 I hope you have documented all the great things your unit has done for veterans and your 
community. The history of our organization is in our records. Looking back on what we did will help 
us understand what worked and what didn’t. Understanding unsuccessful efforts, as well as suc-
cessful, will help determine a stronger future.

As we continue to move forward, remember anything or everything we do is all part of our his-
tory, if it is successful or not. Thank you all for what you do to help strengthen the ALA.

By the time you read this, the deadline for 
scholarships will have come and gone.  I hope 
that many of our Units were able to submit ap-
plications.

Does your Unit have an organized Past Pres-
ident’s group? Or, if not organized, do you utilize 
the knowledge of your Past Presidents?  Your 
Past Presidents are so full of knowledge and 
can guide you in the processes of the American 
Legion Auxiliary.  If there is ever anything that 
members or officers aren’t sure about, one of 

your Past Presidents will surely be able to help. 
Past President’s Parley can also be respon-

sible for various parts of what your Unit does 
during the year.  Past President’s Parley rec-
ognizes and honors women veterans, women 
currently serving in the military, and outstanding 
unit members who contribute to the service work 
that our organization does.  If you know of any 
of these ladies you feel deserve to be honored, 
there are applications on the Department web-
site at www.michalaux.org.  You will find all de-
tails in the Past Presidents Parley Guide.  

Remember that your Past Presidents are 
here to help you and are everywhere.  We are 
always willing to help.

ALA Past President’s 
Parley

Schickler Elementary Student Allison Rock presents a 
check for $200 to Post 16 Auxiliary Suzie Shepard 2nd 
Vice and Sue St.Pierre, a member of the Auxiliary Exec-
utive Committee.  
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DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN  
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY GIRLS STATE   

ANNOUNCES THEIR 81ST YEAR OF PROVIDING 
A ONCE  IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY THAT HELPS BUILD 

OUR LEADERS OF TOMORROW! 

WHO:  Currently recruiting all female students who will  complete their 
   junior year of  high school in May/June 2022. 
 
WHAT:  This program changes lives by bringing together dynamic young 
   women for an intense week of  leadership, patriotism and community.  
   A fictional self-governing state of  young ladies elect their  own  
   leaders, write bills for debate and run a legislative session . The 
   Program is modeled as nearly as possible upon the actual  
   Governmental process in the State of  Michigan. 
 
WHEN:  June 12 to June 17, 2022 (Schedule will be provided when finalized)  
   Deadline for  sponsor reservations is April 30, 2022,  and students 
   must register online by May 31, 2022.  
 
WHERE:  This will  be a virtual experience!   Sponsor cost is $175, Student  
   registration cost is $30. 
 
HOW:  Student Applications, Sponsorship Information and additional 
   details are available at www.michalaux.org, click on ALA Girls State. 
   Questions?  Contact Beryl Robbins   at 313-318-6845 or  email  us at 
   alamigirlsstate@gmail.com  

 
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  ARE  AVAILABLE!  

Chaplain’s Corner
Julie Becker, Department Chaplain

Offer a cup of kindness,
to someone hurting today
offer them a sip of grace
tell them things will be okay.

Offer a cup of compassion,
to someone who needs a lift
offer them a sip of love
share with them your gift.

Offer a cup of gentleness,
to someone who is down
offer them a sip of mercy
it will take away their frown.

Offer a cup of helpfulness,
to someone who lives alone
offer them a sip of hope
show them your eternal home

Community Service-
“It’s About That Time”

It is Still January as I sit writing this, and I 
cannot help thinking how much time has gone 
by this membership year. February is only a few 
days away, which means it is time to do annu-
al reports. By the time you read this - annual 
reports will be due. I hope everyone has kept 
track of their volunteer hours for our various 
programs. 

Please remember that you can only use the 
hours under one program even if they qualify 
for more than one program. Choose the place 
where it fits best, and if you are unsure, contact 
your district leadership for advice. I am also 
available to answer questions. My contact infor-
mation is in your community service guide. 

Also, when I submitted the questions for 
annual reports, I was not aware that I needed to 
include the Caregivers Certificates from Nation-
al. If you gave out Caregiver Certificates, please 
provide them in your report to me. I need that 
information to complete my report to the cen-
tral division chairperson. Email me the number 
of certificates your unit presented if you have 
already sent in your report.

*Please send any prayers or inspi-
rational quotes for Madam Presi-
dent Mary Dubay’s Prayer Book. 

Offer a cup of forgiveness,
to those who have hurt you
offer them a sip of peace
you’ll please God if you do.

Offer a cup of kindness,
to someone you meet today
offer them a sip of joy
it’s yours to give away!

Galatians 5:22-23
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Zone 5 Report
John Pickard, Commander

Richard F Smith Post29 and the 2nd District 
proudly endorses Jerry Andrus 

for the office of Department Commander 
for the 2022-2023 year.

Jerry has 47 years as a Legionaire and 
earned his eligibility as a Marine during Viet 
Nam 

1968-1969.
Jerry has served the American Legion for 

many years and has held numerous positions at 
all levels.  Jerry served the 40/8 also becoming 
Grande Chef in 1999.

Jerry now serves his church as a member of 
the Pastor relations committee.

We feel that Jerry has the knowledge and 
ability to lead this great organization.

and we hope you will agree and make him 
the next Commander.

have the opportunity. John and Aaron 
Gray, with other Veteran Volunteers, 
built the Moving Wall. It went on dis-
play in Tyler, Texas, in 1984. Two com-
plete Structures now travel the U.S.A. 
from April thru November, spending 
about a week at each sight. Lunch was 
then served by the White Pine Post 
#462. Back on the road in whiteout 

conditions to 
Houghton for 
the night. 

While in the 
Copper Coun-
try, we had din-
ner at the Lake 
Linden Post 
#90. Thursday 
Morning Break-
fast was at the 
Hancock Post 
#186. Lunch at 
the Lanse Post 
#144. The group 
started back 

East to Marquette Post #44 for dinner 
and overnight stay. Friday morning, 
the group visited with the Greenwood 
Post #114 and then lunch in Munising 

Post #131, 
finally ar-
riving in 
Newberry 

The 2022 Upper Peninsula Association of 
American Legion Posts Mid-Winter Conference 
January 16th thru the 22nd was a complete suc-
cess. The U.P. tour is a weeklong event that pro-
vides an opportunity for the leadership to visit 
with Legionnaires, Veterans, and their families 
from the U.P. as they see various American Legion 
Posts and hear updates from the Jacobetti Home 
for Veterans in Marquette and the Iron Mountain 
VA Hospital. 

“Michigan is a big beautiful state, and this an-
nual tour allows the Legion leadership to thank 
all of the people in the Upper Peninsula for the 
service they provide to our American Heroes,” 
said Richard Dubay, Department Commander, 
“and give us the opportunity to see firsthand the 
work they do for our Veterans.”

The Tour Began in Sault Ste Marie at Post #3 
continued to Engadine Post #290 for lunch. The 
next Stop was Menominee Post #146 for a beau-
tiful Steak Dinner and stay overnight. Tuesday 
Morning, everyone was up and early and on the 
road to Escanaba to the U.P. Military Museum 
at the U.P. State Fairgrounds. The museum is a 
tribute to the Upper Peninsula’s contribution to 
war efforts over the years. Exhibits and displays 
highlight residents and companies who served. 
The tour continued onto the Tom St. Onge Viet-
nam Veteran Museum in Hermansvile and lunch 
with  Post #340. The snow began to fall and never 
slowed down on our way to Iron River Post #21 
for Taco Dinner and the Stay overnight.

Wednesday Morning, we were back on the 
road to White Pine and a visit to the original half-
size Moving Vietnam Wall. The Moving Wall is a 
half-size replica of the Washington DC Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial that has toured the country 
for thirty-plus years. It was an emotional expe-
rience, seeing the Wall up close with new panels 
made for our stop.  John Devitt vowed to share 
the powerful experience he felt attending the 1982 
dedication in Washington with those who did not 

* This is only an outline of the plans services. Please review your 
Member Benefit Guide carefully. EA+ is not insurance. ©2016 Worldwide Rescue & Security    40061

For more information log on to www.TheLIT.com/Emergency-Assistance-Plus
or call toll-free 1-888-310-1547 today to speak with a benefit representative.

Learn How Emergency Assistance Plus (EA+) 
Helps You Handle Travel Emergencies.

Be Prepared for an Emergency ... 
While Traveling.

From Your American 
Legion Department

Legionnaire EA+ steps in 
to help you with more than 
20 emergency and medical 
services … to help you focus 
on your recovery and NOT on 
the costs (or even details like 
lining up second opinions or 
flying loved ones home*).
Plus, acting right away also 
helps lock in your Legionnaire 
members-only price.

EA+ rates are currently as low as they 
can go. So when you activate EA+ right 
away, you’re guaranteed the same low 
price for a FULL year.
I already have medical insurance. Why 
should I activate EA+, too?
EA+ is NOT medical insurance. It’s an 
important stop-gap between what your 
medical plan covers … and emergency 
transportation expenses most health 
insurance plans NEVER pay.

Post #74 for the Weekend Convention.
Michigan Department Commander Richard Dubay, Department 

Auxiliary President Mary Dubay, Sons of the American Legion Detach-
ment Commander Zack Pendell, 5th Zone Legion Commander Wendy 
Rettzloff, and 5th Zone S.A.L. Commander John Pickard were in atten-
dance for the tour. Also UPAALP Membership director for Department 
and Commander Wendy Sexton, Kathy Stams Auxiliary president of the 
Upper Peninsula and Sons Leading Commander Candidate Victor Fish-
er.

5th Zone Commander 
John Pickard displays a 
gift bag given out to all 
tour participants by the 
Hancock Legion # 186

5th Zone Commander S.A.L John Pickard welcome State 
Legion Commander Dubay and State S.A.L. Commander 
Zack Pendell to the Veterans Museum in Hermansville. 

John Pickard, Sue Verville, Vic-
tor Fisher and Wife Cathy.
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UP Veterans War Memorial Challenge

MI Legionnaire Opt Out
YES! I would like to view the Legionnaire online at michiganlegion.org in-
stead of receiving it through the mail. Please permanently remove me from the 
Legionnaire mailing list. This option will not effect any other Legion mailings.

Name:______________________________________________

Member ID #: ________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________

State: ____    Zip Code: ________________ 

E-mail Address: _______________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________

 The Lights are on, and so is the Challenge to keep them on by 
donating to the very Beautiful Veterans Memorial atop the Pine 
Mountain Ski Jump in Iron Mountain, Michigan.

Some Gave All, and the War Memorial Committee is asking 
each of you to Give some! So far, the Michigan Sons of the Amer-
ican Legion Detachment have donated $1000.00. The Gladstone 
Squadron #71 has pledged $500.00, and South Haven Squad #49 
has committed $500.00, and the biggest donation so far came 
from Stambaugh Son’s #21 with a donation of  $2,100.00. The lat-
est two donations came from Menominee Sons #146 with a gift of 
$500 and Pictured Kingsford Squadron SAL #363 with a check for 
$1,200.00.Thank you to them. Past State SAL Commander Den-
nis Larson and his committee are caretakers of this magnificent 
memorial.

 The personalized pavers representing the veterans, past, pres-
ent, and future, recently received special lighting. Each Paver is as-
sociated with a specific war or conflict. It is such a beautiful sight 
to behold. 
Send Donations C/O
UP Veterans Memorial, 609 Kennedy Road, Iron Mountain, 
Michigan. 49801

In Front, Sons of the American Legion Members from Iron Mountain 
Squadron #50 Past State Commander Dennis Larson, From Kingsford 
#363, Conner Hansen. In Back from Left are Bill Reynolds, Gary Chapman, 
Riley Hansen, Noel Aldridge, Commander #363 Dan Chapman and Derek 
Hansen. 

DAVID NOEL BABBAGE
FOR  MICHIGAN

AMERICAN LEGION COMMANDER
2022- 2023

The 16th District proudly endorses David Noel 
Babbage for Department Commander 2022-2023. 
Dave served in the  Navy 1963 – 1965   Vietnam 
ERA as a Hospital Corpsman on the USS Indepen-

dence CVA 62 and USS Enterprise CVAN 65. 
He is an honorary life member of Allen Park Post 409 and  has served as his Al-

len Park Post Commander for many years. He has also served as  Memorial Home 
President, Treasurer, Bingo Chairman and  has served in all  t the chairs in the 16th 
District advancing to District Commander. At the Department and National level  
he has served as  chairman of the State Vice Commanders, member of the finance, 
membership , legislative, and public relations committees and is  a LEAD Graduate, 
and on the National Security Council. Dave has also served in leadership position 
as the Supervisor of Special Education, Allen Park City Councilman and Kiwanis 
Michigan District Governor.

Dave feels:“ONE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
BUT AS THE MICHIGAN AMERICAN LEGION

WE CAN DO SO MUCH MORE”
During his year as commander Dave will stress the areas of 

SUICIDE PREVENTION AND AWARENESS, 
MEMBERSHIP GROWTH 

and HOMES FOR HOMELES VETERANS.
Dave also feels that we need to continue enhancing our projects and creating new 

ones to help our veterans. He also will encourage each Post to maintain and/or de-
velop a project that the community realizes is an American Legion sponsored project 
that meets their community needs.

Dave will work with all our members. His leadership style is to encourage and 
support others in all their endeavors. He is just as comfortable being behind a group 
and letting them lead the way as he is being in front of them.

 WE ARE PROUD TO PARTNER ONCE AGAIN WITH THE    
DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN AMERICAN LEGION 

WATCH FOR OUR VETERANS BURIAL BENEFITS BRIEFINGS IN YOUR 
AREA WHERE WE EXPLAIN YOUR BENEFITS AND ENJOY A NICE 

MEAL TOGETHER 

      
CONTACT TONY LAURI FOR INFORMATION  

TONY.LAURI@DIGNITYMEMORIAL.COM             (248) 804-8493 
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wReaThs acRoss 
aMeRica 
by Scott Gregory

visit www.wilwinlodge.com/scouting
 to register

Each December on National 
Wreaths Across America Day, the 
Mission is to remember, honor, and 
teach by coordinating wreath-lay-
ing ceremonies at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery and at more 2,500 
locations in all 50 U.S. States, at 
sea, and abroad. 

The Menominee Sons of the 
American Legion Squad #146 un-
derstand that we have Veterans 
Day in the fall and Memorial Day 
in the spring, but our service mem-
bers sacrifice their time and safety 
every single day of the year to pre-
serve our freedoms.

There is an empty seat in many 
homes for one who is serving or 
one who made the ultimate sac-
rifice for our country. There is no 
better time to express our appre-
ciation than during the hustle and 
bustle of the holiday season. Mich-
igan Sons We will never forget.

MenoMine saL 
wReaThs acRoss  
aMeRica

Squadron #34 from Tecumsehand City Councilman Gary Naugle lay 
wreaths as part of Wreaths Across America

Menominee Squadron #146 Commander Steve Van Eyck 
and Grandson Brody Van Eyck age 8 lay a wreath this past De-
cember at Riverside Cememtery. Brody

Did You Know that 
2.4 Million Wreaths are 
laid as part of Wreaths 

Across America?

Wreaths Across America Day is 
an annual wreath-laying ceremony 
on December 17th at 1200 hours 
(Noon) at Arlington National Cem-
etery, at sea, abroad, and across cit-
ies in America.  

 According to the Wreaths Across 
America website, the number of 
local cities participating is around 
2500 domestically. The mission is to 
Remember (our fallen U.S. veterans), 
Honor (those who serve), and Teach 
(our children the value of freedom). 
These ceremonies, taking place in 
all 50 states, are a way we remember 
our fallen heroes and protectors of 
our freedom and democracy. Un-
fortunately, freedom comes with a 
price, and many men and women 
have made the ultimate sacrifice 
willingly so we may enjoy, among 
many things, peaceful holidays with 
family and friends. We can remem-
ber those empty chairs around the 
holidays with laying wreaths at our 
cemeteries that are full of heroes.     
  

Squadron #34 from Tecumseh 
took part in such a ceremony on 
December 17th and Tecumseh City 
Councilman Gary Naugle. It was 
cold and rainy that day. I felt un-
comfortable due to the weather tak-
ing photos and watching my squad-
ron ceremoniously place wreaths for 
all military branches. I couldn’t help 
but feel the brevity of sacrifice our 
troops are willing to accept and the 
conditions they may endure during 
service. I was a little wet and a lit-
tle cold, but I got to go home. They 
didn’t get that opportunity, and they 
did it for complete strangers and you 
and me. What greater a gift is there? 

    For more information on 
these ceremonies, the mission, pho-
tos, and more stories, visit wreath-
sacrossamerica.org 
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4th Zone Report
John P. Brown, Zone Commander

Legislative update
Tim Poxson

It has been a busy time for the Legislative Com-
mittee and its Chair. We have worked with many 
groups since before the Summer Convention. We had 
some wins and are still working on some continuing 
issues. I will give a quick overview of some of them. 

In the summer of 2021, as many of you may 
know, the Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency 
(MVAA) was about to put out a new request for the 
Service Officer Program. The new proposal would 
drastically affect how grants are awarded to the Mich-
igan Veterans Coalition service officer program. The 
Coalition includes service officers from The Amer-
ican Legion, Michigan Disabled Veterans, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars (VFW), The Vietnam Veterans of 
American, and other Veteran Groups. The four listed 
above have service officers serving all Veterans across 
Michigan. In the end, working together, we were able 
to secure the grant and have approximately 1 million 
additional dollars, not originally scheduled to be part 
of the grant to our service officer program. As a side 
benefit, it showed that working as a larger group; we 
could get more done with our politicians in Michi-
gan. We have since formed a better working relation-
ship with the DMVA, and it is our goal to try to keep 
a good working relationship with them. We have also 
worked with the VA & R committee. 

Ongoing hot issues will continue to be States 
efforts to replace funding lost by local jurisdictions 
from the loss of any Veteran homeowner certified 
as being 100% disabled by the VA and receiving a 

property tax exemption. Working with Senators and 
the Department of Treasury since 2019, we wanted all 
the issues resolved by now. Sadly, as of this writing, 
we are still waiting. Our position has always been that 
any new law on this issue will not harm in any way the 
Veterans who qualify. That includes financially and not 
adding unnecessary paperwork that the Veteran must 
complete before getting the property tax exemption. 
Our involvement includes meetings with Command-
ers Coalition, MVAA, Department of Military and 
Veteran Affairs (DMVA), Governor’s Office, Depart-
ment of Treasury, Department of Management and 
Budget, VA&R committee, and our department Com-
mander and Adjutant. 

We are currently watching other Legislation and 
working to resolve some issues that we see in some of 
the bills moving forward. For example, HB 4908 would 
change the way money is gained by the State from Post 
homes and any other Veteran Groups that have a new 
type of pull-tab machines. We are also watching sever-
al other bills that affect our Veteran community. 

Nationally, we work with the American Legion 
Legislative Office in Washington DC. Just a few of 
their issues include HR 1182 Veteran Deportation 
Prevention and Reform Act, Toxic Exposure HR 3967, 
Mental health care bills S. 1198, S.544 HR 1476 S.2386, 
Veteran Health Care HR 5562 S. 1040 S 1319, Women 
Veterans HR 4794, and S. 2533, Guard and Reserve GI 
Bill parity Act HR 1836, and Veteran Homelessness S. 
2172.

As our days are getting a little 
longer, and covid cases are starting 
to lower, maybe?

It’s your choice to get vaccinat-
ed. I did, and I hope you will too. 
Please stay safe and know the Le-
gion Family needs you.

I hope that all Squadrons have 
sent in the Officers list and bond. 
This is very important in keeping 
contact information available for 
the Detachment.

All SAL cards are out. Please 
send in your dues monies, don’t sit 
on them, and remember that dues 
are now $11.00 per member.

I am writing this article before 
our winter conference, February 
11-13, 2022. If any Squadrons in 
the 9th, 10th, and 19th Districts 
have any information they would 
like me to include in the April 2022 
Legionnaire paper or bring it up 
at our June 2022 SAL Convention, 

please let me know.
In the past, I’ve mentioned, let 

me know what’s going on in your 
Squadron. This information, along 
with photos of current or past events 
fundraisers, can be put into the Le-
gionnaire paper. This information, 
along with photos, can shed light on 
your Squadron and show how we 
Sons support our Legion programs, 
along with the community in which 
you live.

In past articles, I’ve mentioned 
the importance of active participa-
tion in supporting your Squadron. 
Sons, please try to donate some of 
your precious time to your Squad-
ron. In doing so, you can help to 
support our Legion Programs and 
your communities in so many ways.

If you need anythingPlease con-
tact me.
Cell: 734 634 7733
Email: johnbrwn421@aol.com

Delivering items to the Grand Rapids Home For Veterans. Greenville 
American Legion  Riders Post 101 and Chapter 2 Riders and the Boat and 
Canoe Club.  Every year we ask the veterans home what are some of the 
things they could use. This year was large print calendars and clocks.   

Chaplain Workshop
Mark your calendars!

Mark your calendars!  The next 
Chaplain Workshop will be on Sat-
urday, May 7, 2022.  We will have 
this workshop at the 

 Department of Michigan Head-
quarters in Lansing, 

212 N. Verlinden Avenue.

Topics to be discussed are: 

American Legion Military Funer-
als

Grief Counseling
American Legion Auxiliary Fu-

nerals
Chaplain 101

This workshop is open to Chap-
lains, Commanders, Presidents, 
and any member who may like to 
learn!  We invite you to this very in-
formative workshop.  More informa-
tion will be coming out very soon!  

Duane Putnam, Jackie Casey, Craig Gregory, Ray Andersen, Mike Wyman, Reid 
VanWormer, Dave Overholt, Chapter 2 Riders, Scott Christie, Wil Mellinger, Chad Per-
ry pictured giving back to Veterans.
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2022 Winter Raffle Winners Congratulations!

Michigan Junior Shooting Sports
Ashley Zimmerman

The American Le-
gion Junior Shooting 
Sports Program is a gun 
safety education and 
marksmanship program 
that encompasses the 
basic elements of safety, 
education, enjoyment, 
and competition. Shoot-
ers use the .177 caliber 

air rifle. Both males and females can participate 
through Legion sponsorship; disabled youth are 
encouraged to join, as competitive shooting is 
a sport that creates an equal playing field for all 
competitors. 

There is an annual 3-Position Junior Air Rifle 
National Championship, a tournament that begins 
with postal matches. State and/or regional cham-
pions are determined and advance to a qualifica-
tion round (also a postal match) to determine the 
athletes who will earn expense-paid trips to com-
pete in the national championship. The national 
championship is a shoulder-to-shoulder match 
held each July at the USA Shooting range facil-
ities at the Olympic Training Center in Colora-
do Springs. The American Legion Department of 
Michigan has three junior shooting sports teams 
participating in the American Legion 3-Position 
Junior Air Rifle Championship. Below is some in-
formation on the three teams from Michigan that 
are participating in this year’s championship.

1. Grand Rapids Rifle & Pistol Club’s Junior 
Rifle Team proudly sponsored by Roger B. Caffee 
Post 154 in Wyoming.

Cameron Zwart coaches the team. The goal of 
their junior program is to provide all youth with 
the opportunity to participate in shooting sports, 
with an emphasis on three-position Smallbore 

rifles, three-position air rifles, and internation-
al air rifles. No prior experience is required. All 
equipment is provided, including guns, ammuni-
tion, and targets. The team participates in various 
local, regional, and national matches throughout 
the year. 

The Genesee Career Center JROTC program 
was established in 2017 is sponsored by Bernard 
Bendle American Legion Post 294 in Swartz Creek 
and coached by Steven La Haine. The rifle team 
has previously won the Sporter American Legion 
Michigan competition in 2019-2020. We train all 
of our cadets in rifle safety, and all cadets attempt 
to qualify and compete for a slot on the rifle team. 
This year, we have 32 athletes on the team. We 
have also placed first in the State during the Na-
tional JROTC rifle competition (Sporter) in the 
2018-19, 2019-20, and 2021-22 school years.

514 Michigan Shooters team is comprised of 
three shooters and coached by Wayne Blank and 
proadly sponsored by Lynn C. Weeman Ameri-
can Legion Post 517 in Ida.

Elizabeth Gomez (14) has been a very accom-
plished shooter and looking to get better in the 
coming years. She has mastered the proper fun-
damentals to be the best she can BE.

Carolyn Lavoy(13) Is a first-year competitor 
who is very dedicated in practice to achieve per-
fection. With more training and a good attitude, 
she will achieve her goals.

Claire Hopps-Zunk (14) is also a first-year 
shooter. With more practice, she will be terrific 
in the sport. 

Coach Wayne Blank is very proud of the 
three shooters he has been able to work with this 
year. He states that it “has been a pleasure to work 
with and mentor these young  adults to help fos-
ter their success within the sport.”

Grand Prize: Russel Elvy- Northville, MI  - $5,000
2nd Prize: Bruce Mapes -Sault Ste. Marie, MI -$1500

3rd Prize: Robert Zavitz -Prudenville,  MI - $1,000
4th Prize: Bradley Piecyk -Paw Paw, MI - $500
5th Prize: Jeffrey Kohtz -Hope, MI - $500
6th Prize: Dwaine Heath- Hillsdale, MI - $500
7th Prize: Reuven Romback -Negaunee, MI - $500
8th Prize: Sanford Dascanio -Dearborn, MI - $500
9th Prize: Rick Sitz -Brandenton, FL - $500
10th Prize: Robert Ostrowski -Chesterfield, MI - $100
11th Prize: Dale Rasmussen -Lakeview, MI - $100

12th Prize: Myron Stahl -Carrollton, MI - $100
13th Prize: Richard Deering -Sandusky, MI - $100
14th Prize: David Boike -Yale, MI - $100
15th Prize: Jonathan Michael -Newberry, MI - $100
16th Prize: Victor Scripter -Harrison, MI - $100
17th Prize: Kenneth Pifer -Clio, MI - $100
18th Prize: Christopher Taylor -Caro, MI - $100
19th Prize: Michael McClintic -Sun City Center, FL - $100

Raffle was held at Department Headquarters on Monday February 7th You can Watch it on  
https://www.facebook.com/TheAmericanLegionDepartmentofMichigan

Genesee shooters from left to right is: Joshua Kaczo-
rowski- Grand Blanc HS (17), Baylei Cameron- Davison 
HS (17), Conner Kendrick- Goodrich HS (17), William 
Westra - Goodrich HS(17), Jacob Schweigert-Lake Fen-
ton HS(17).  Not Pictured is Coach Steve La Haine.

Pictured from left to right: Fred Youngs, Post Com-
mander, Roger B Chaffee Post #154; Lillian Warren (17), 
Perry High School, Precision; Braden Michalak (15), 
Detroit Catholic Central High School, Precision; Paige 
Michalak (12), All Saints Catholic School, Precision; 
Christina Valladares (16), Kenowa Hills High School, 
Precision; Emme Walrath (15), Lakeview Technology 
Academy, Precision; Natalie Perrin, American Legion 
2021 Precision National Champion.
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78th ANNIVERSARY
of D-DAY

13-day WWII tour departs June 2, 2022
from Minneapolis or Chicago.

FRANCE: Paris tour, all sights on Normandy, festivities on June 
6, SHAF headquarters in Reims.
BELGIUM: Battle of the Bulge sites.
GERMANY: Remagen Bridge, Rhine cruise, Nurnberg rally 
grounds & courtroom, Dachau and Hitler’s Eagles Nest. Great 
hotels, many meals, professional guides, & Vi Ranney, escort

To sign up, call Vi Ranney: 605-665-3596
or email: viranney@vyn.midco.net

Our other upcoming tours:
Exclusive Norway - July 23, 2022

England, Scotland, Wales, & Ireland - Aug. 20, 2022
Two-part Europe - September 22, 2022

(Part one: Oktoberfest, Passion Play, Switzerland, 
France, Monaco. Part two: Spain and Portugal.)

Deadline for airline seats is March 18 - CALL TODAY!

Tours sponsored by GRHS. Everyone Welcome!!

SSG Michael A. Dickinson, II Post 257
&

The Third District Association of Michigan Proudly En-
dorse

Brian A. Mohlman
For

First Vice-Commander
The American Legion Department of Michigan

2022-2023
• Execute a Department Membership Plan that focuses on sus-

tained Growth and Retention through Post Activities
• Provide Post Leadership with the tools to succeed through 

continual Education and Mentoring
• Leverage Technology to deliver essential Information and 

Training in an efficient and cost-effective manner
• Continually Communicate with District and Post Membership 

Teams

At the ALA Unit 16 regularly scheduled meeting on July 13, 2021, Mrs. David (Anita 
L.) Mennel was endorsed for the high office of Historian, Department of Michigan, 
and at the ALA Seventh District Association regularly scheduled meeting on August 
22, 2021; she received her District endorsement. 

Anita's eligibility is thru her Grandfather's service, George R. Stewart (USA-
WWI), her father Earl G. Stewart (USAA- WWII), and her brother Walter. F. 
Stewart (USA-Vietnam). She is a 14-year member of the American Legion 
Auxiliary, Lapeer Unit 16. She resides in Dryden with her husband, David J. 
Mennel, whose activity in the S.A.L. encouraged her to join the A.A. in her 
unit. She has served as chairman of several programs and held the following 
offices: Sgt. At Arms, Historian, 1st Vice and six years as President, currently 
serving as Chaplain. At the District level, she has served as Historian, Chaplain, 
and President (for three years). She is currently serving as Secretary.  Anita has 
held Chairmanship of several programs and serves presently as VA & R and 
PPP Chair. At the Department level, she has served on the National Security 
Committee and has held Chairmanships of Music, Membership, and 
currently Leadership. She has also served as Nurse for ALA Girls State. A 
member of ALR-chapter 14, she serves as Secretary. A nurse for over 42 years, 
she is currently employed at McLaren-Flint. She supports her church as 
Financial Director and is a part of the 'tech' team. She is a proud stepmom, 
Grandma, Aunt, Great Aunt, and sister; all of her eligible family are members 
of the American Legion Family. 
Pamela Wagner, President , ALA Uni 16 (date) Aiicia Minster, President, ALA 
District 7 (date) 

611i3P 
Anna 
Lossing, 
Secretary 
ALA Uni 6 
(date) 

a 7 1 - t )  4 1 1 7 : & _ _  I D  
Sharon Schuite, Acting Secretary ALA Dis ict 7 tdate) 

 

 

SAL Detachment Convention seeking 
a Home

Randy D. Jackson
Time and Place Chairman

Greetings and SALutations, 
Just a reminder to any Squadron or District that may be thinking about 

wanting to host a Detachment Convention. There is some new informa-
tion on the Michigan American Legion website, in the S.A.L. section, re-
garding how to bid on and organize a State Convention. 

It’s never too late to be getting your ducks in a row for the next avail-
able Convention. If I can be of assistance, just reach out to me via phone, 
e-mail or even snail mail. My apologies to the U.S.P.S. for that last remark. 
I can be reached at the information below.

Yours in Americanism,
Randy D. Jackson

Time and Place Chairman,
Box 37 Almont, MI 48003

(248) 890-6396 Call or Text
rjaxn57@gmail.com
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The American Legion, Department of Michigan 
is proud to support The Michigan WWII Legacy Memorial, 

a 501(c)(3) non-profit located in Royal Oak, Michigan. The or-
ganization is raising funds is to build the state’s official tribute to 
Michigan’s contributions during the war, both on the war front 
and at home. The memorial will span three-quarters of an acre in Memorial Park, located at the corner 
of 13 Mile and Woodward Avenue in Royal Oak. Groundbreaking for phase 1 of the project will take 
place on April 7, 2022, at 2 PM in Memorial Park, Royal Oak. Please join us.

Designed to be an interactive space, visitors will learn about the men and women who played a 
significant role in the Allied victory through their courage, sacrifice, and ingenuity. 

An Educational Coalition, with teachers from across the state, is developing lesson plans telling the story of Michigan’s role in the most prominent 
historical event of the 20th century. The lessons will inspire visitors to rise to today’s challenges in the spirit of the Greatest Generation. 

The organization also has a Veterans Advisory Council. With members representing branches of the service, the VAC ensures the accuracy of the sol-
dier’s story through the eyes of those who served. Ed Burkhardt serves as the American Legion, Department of Michigan representative. 

We are honored to be a part of this lasting tribute and encourage all our members to support this project in one of the following ways listed bellow.
Donate Cash:
Donations via credit card are accepted online at https://www.michigan-

ww2memorial.org/support-the-campaign. You can also donate by check 
on site.

Naming Opportunities:
The Michigan WWII Legacy Memorial has several stunning visual 

components at the site. There are naming opportunities available to spon-
sor one of these unique elements. 

Walk of Honor:  
The Walk of Honor tells the story of the men, women, and organiza-

tions who served. These bricks make ideal gifts for veterans, friends, and 
family. Larger bricks are available, offering space for logos and custom 
messaging.

Wall of Stars: 
The Wall of stars pays tribute to the 15,648 lives from Michigan lost 

during World War II. Each star represents approximately 11 lives. Honor 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice with the purchase of a star.

The Michigan WWII Legacy Memorial Website:
For more information or to donate, visit: 
https://www.michiganww2memorial.org/

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
From ALA Department of Michigan

Scholarships are due March 15, 2022
Unit Reports are due to District Presidents and Program 

Chairman by March 30, 2022
District Reports are due to Department April 15, 2022
Green Sheets due to District Presidents or Department 

Chairman by April 15, 2022 
Convention Contest Winner / Pink Sheet is due to Dept. 

May 10, 2022
ALA Virtual Girls State will be held June 12 – 17, 2022
Department Convention  -  Kalamazoo  June 23 – 26, 

2022
National Convention  - Milwaukee, WI  August 26 – Sep-

tember 1, 2022
Fall Conference – Muskegon – September 23 – 25, 2022

More Information at michiganlegion.org
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2021 15th annual Toys for Tots program at J. 
Edward Mallorey Post 449 Marysville Michigan, 
Post Adjutant (Andie Semrow) and the Post 449 
Auxiliary chairperson (Tina Erdman) together 
collected over 1000 toys for St. Clair County’s 
Toys for Tots program. This was a Post 449 proj-
ect and could not have been successful without 
the hard work and dedication of our Legion fam-
ily working together.

From left to right St. Clair County Toys for Tots Marine 
Corps Reserve representative  Major Kevin Jones Retired, 
Post 449 Auxiliary chairperson  Tina Erdman, Post 449 Ad-
jutant  Andie Semrow, Post 449 Commander  Paul Sheldon.

Pictured are Losco Medical Center Director, Coreen Cov-
ed;  Legion Auxiliary Chaplain, Marlene Polishak; Legion 
Adjutant, Charles Carroll; Auxiliary First Vice, Linda Otey;  
Post 422 Commander, Doug Walter; and Auxiliary Sgt at 
Arms, Bonnie Jackson.

On December 23, 2021 The Glen Staley 
Post 422 in Hale, Michigan honored veterans n 
Assisted living in Tawas, Hale, and National City  
for Christmas.  Each veteran received a Christ-
mas Sock filled with goodies, a Thank you card 
for their service from the Post and Auxiliary and 
cards made by the Hale School children.

Members from McDonald-Osmer Post 451 in Cas-
cade, MI present a check for $5,200 in birthday money, 
along with special birthday cards for all the veterans liv-
ing at the Michigan Home for Veterans at Grand Rapids.

Dave Buist(l), repre-
senting Dorr Post #127, 
thanks Dave Low, Com-
mander of Wayland Post  
#266.   The Wayland 
Post has donated $5000 
toward the reroofing 
of the Dorr Post Home.   
Dorr Post Adjutant 
Lyke Shanks has been a 
longtime supporter and 
friend of the Wayland 
Post, and members of 
the Wayland Post wel-

come an opportunity to support the Dorr Post.

Zone 4 Donations

SAL Commander John Brown hands off a check for 
$1500.00 to Wexford-Missaukee Veterans Fund, Board 
President Bill Ewald

SAL 4th Vice Commander Don Quehl, Squadron 300, 
Lake City, presents Lake City Schools, Lisa Getty with 20-
$100.00 Meijer gift cards to help families out at Christmas

4th Zone and SAL Squadron 300 Commander John Brown 
hands Missaukee Mountain, Board President Greg Davis 
& Vice President Kevin Ardis, a check for $500.00 to sup-
port the resort.

State Auxiliary President Mary Dubay and State Legion 
Commander Dubay stop to visit the Brown Bear Dis-
play in Houghton.

Lake Linden S.A.L. Squad #90 Chaplain Jim Hamlett 
Presents a check that was donated to the U.P. Honor 
Flight this past fall to State Commander Pendell.

Commander Dubay looks on as a panel is made at the 
Moving wall Exhibit. 

Students get a lesson in proper Flag handling from Post 
16 Commander, Gordon Wildfong, and 2nd Vice Stan 
Roberts.


